U.S. Department of Justice 



Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D.C. 20535 


September 18, 2018 


MR. JOHN GREENEWALD JR. 
SUITE 1203 

27305 WEST LIVE OAK ROAD 
CASTAIC, CA 91384 


FOIPA Request No.: 1416259-000 
Subject: Amtorg Trading Corporation 


Dear Mr. Greenewald: 

Records responsive to your request were previously processed under the provisions of the 
Freedom of Information Act (FOIA). Below you will find informational paragraphs relevant to your request. 
Please read each item carefully. 

Enclosed are 261 pages of previously processed documents and a copy of the Explanation of 
Exemptions. This release is being provided to you at no charge. 

Documents or information referred to other Government agencies were not included in this release. 

Please be advised that additional records potentially responsive to your subject may exist. If this 
release of previously processed material does not satisfy your information needs for this request, you may 
request an additional search for records. Submit your request by mail or fax to - Work Process Unit, 170 
Marcel Drive, Winchester, VA 22602, fax number (540) 868-4997. Please cite the FOIPA Request Number 
in your correspondence. 

For your information, Congress excluded three discrete categories of law enforcement and national 
security records from the requirements of the FOIA. See 5 U.S. C. § 552(c) (2006 & Supp. IV (2010). This 
response is limited to those records subject to the requirements of the FOIA. This is a standard notification 
that is given to all our requesters and should not be taken as an indication that excluded records do, or do 
not, exist. 

For questions regarding our determinations, visit the www.fbi.gov/foia website under “Contact Us.” 
The FOIPA Request Number listed above has been assigned to your request. Please use this number in all 
correspondence concerning your request. 

You may file an appeal by writing to the Director, Office of Information Policy (OIP), United States 
Department of Justice, Suite 11050, 1425 New York Avenue, NW, Washington, D.C. 20530-0001, or you 
may submit an appeal through OIP's FOIA online portal by creating an account on the following web 
site: https://www.foiaonline.qov/foiaonline/action/public/home . Your appeal must be postmarked or 
electronically transmitted within ninety (90) days from the date of this letter in order to be considered timely. 

If you submit your appeal by mail, both the letter and the envelope should be clearly marked “Freedom of 
Information Act Appeal.” Please cite the FOIPA Request Number assigned to your request so it may be 
easily identified. 





You may seek dispute resolution services by contacting the Office of Government Information 
Services (OGIS) at 877-684-6448, or by emailing oais@nara.gov . Alternatively, you may contact the FBI’s 
FOIA Public Liaison by emailing foipaauestions@fbi.gov . If you submit your dispute resolution 
correspondence by email, the subject heading should clearly state “Dispute Resolution Services.” Please 
also cite the FOIPA Request Number assigned to your request so it may be easily identified. 


Sincerely, 



David M. Hardy 
Section Chief, 

Record/Information 
Dissemination Section 
Information Management Division 


Enclosure(s) 




EXPLANATION OF EXEMPTIONS 


SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552 

(b)(1) (A) specifically authorized under criteria established by an Executive order to be kept secret in the interest of national defense or foreign 

policy and (B) are in fact properly classified to such Executive order; 

(b)(2) related solely to the internal personnel rules and practices of an agency; 

(b)(3) specifically exempted from disclosure by statute (other than section 552b of this title), provided that such statute (A) requires that the 

matters be withheld from the public in such a manner as to leave no discretion on issue, or (B) establishes particular criteria for withholding 
or refers to particular types of matters to be withheld; 

(b)(4) trade secrets and commercial or financial information obtained from a person and privileged or confidential; 

(b)(5) inter-agency or intra-agency memorandums or letters which would not be available by law to a party other than an agency in litigation with 
the agency; 

(b)(6) personnel and medical files and similar files the disclosure of which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy; 

(b)(7) records or information compiled for law enforcement purposes, but only to the extent that the production of such law enforcement records 

or information ( A ) could reasonably be expected to interfere with enforcement proceedings, ( B ) would deprive a person of a right to a 
fair trial or an impartial adjudication, ( C ) could reasonably be expected to constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy, ( D ) 
could reasonably be expected to disclose the identity of confidential source, including a State, local, or foreign agency or authority or any 
private institution which furnished information on a confidential basis, and, in the case of record or information compiled by a criminal law 
enforcement authority in the course of a criminal investigation, or by an agency conducting a lawful national security intelligence 
investigation, information furnished by a confidential source, ( E ) would disclose techniques and procedures for law enforcement 
investigations or prosecutions, or would disclose guidelines for law enforcement investigations or prosecutions if such disclosure could 
reasonably be expected to risk circumvention of the law, or ( F ) could reasonably be expected to endanger the life or physical safety of any 
individual; 

(b)(8) contained in or related to examination, operating, or condition reports prepared by, on behalf of, or for the use of an agency responsible for 
the regulation or supervision of financial institutions; or 

(b)(9) geological and geophysical information and data, including maps, concerning wells. 

SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552a 

(d)(5) information compiled in reasonable anticipation of a civil action proceeding; 

(j) (2) material reporting investigative efforts pertaining to the enforcement of criminal law including efforts to prevent, control, or reduce crime 

or apprehend criminals; 

(k) (l) information which is currently and properly classified pursuant to an Executive order in the interest of the national defense or foreign 

policy, for example, information involving intelligence sources or methods; 

(k)(2) investigatory material compiled for law enforcement purposes, other than criminal, which did not result in loss of a right, benefit or 

privilege under Federal programs, or which would identify a source who furnished information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity 
would be held in confidence; 

(k)(3) material maintained in connection with providing protective services to the President of the United States or any other individual pursuant 
to the authority of Title 18, United States Code, Section 3056; 

(k)(4) required by statute to be maintained and used solely as statistical records; 

(k)(5) investigatory material compiled solely for the purpose of determining suitability, eligibility, or qualifications for Federal civilian 
employment or for access to classified information, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person who furnished 
information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence; 

(k)(6) testing or examination material used to determine individual qualifications for appointment or promotion in Federal Government service 
the release of which would compromise the testing or examination process; 

(k)(7) material used to determine potential for promotion in the armed services, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person 
who furnished the material pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence. 
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This case originated at 


BTPi ^No. R-61-D, 

Journal ■> -> b>- made at originating office ONLY 
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DATE WHEN MADE: 
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REPORT MADE BY: 

New York,NlY. 

June 6,1924 

__ 

June 6,1924 

Geo.J.Starr. 

1 TITLE AND CHARACTER OFAASE: 


_ 

RE; AMTORG ; New Russian Trade Agency in America. ^ -i ngQ 

A"t~NewM 

'artc.1N.-r.-- 


\ ryx \ 


FACTS DEVELOPED: 


*» 



Jtt 

fW 

* 


I- 


Agent this day interviewed 


who 


has always been willing to aid this Agent providing the fact that ho 
furnishes Information is treated confidentially. Among other things 
stated that a new trading organization has been established 


at 136 Liberty Strejt, called AMTORG, which is the abbreviation of the 
Russian words for "American Trade", a corresponding English designatic 
would be AMTRALE. This organization is formed from a consolidation 

V 

of the Products Exchange Corporation and Arcos-America. The'Chai} 

*“■ v 

of the board of directors of this organization is I. HOORGIN. The 
President is named ZIV, who recently arrived here in company with 
CLIFFORD m CARVER and HOORGIN. ISAAC SHERMAN 1 of ARCOS is the Vi 

V 4 

President. The incorporators are JOHANN OHSOL of the Products 
Corporation and SHERMAN and HOORGIN. 



b7D 


b7D 
















August 2. 1924 


Lehman Brothers, 
16-22 William Street 
lev York City. 


Gentlemen 


Heoelpt Is acknowledged of year letter of 
July i-Hnd, Jin which you reddest Information concerning 
the ntatan and financial and moral responsibility of 
the Amtorg Trading Company and the All Roeslan Textile 
Syndicate, both haring offices in lew York City. 

1 regret to adtise yon that the Bareaa is 
unable to furnish you any informal ion along these lines 
inasmuch as it is a well established policy of the 
Bareaa to hold the information in its files && confides 
tiftl and for official use only. 

Tefy traly yoars. 


Acting Direotor 


m 


V0 


* V,. 

I 


k 

i»pi 

£i3|lg 










Before entering into any kind of business relationship with the 
above mentioned, we should like to obtain from you ary information you may '> <• 
be able to furnish us in regard to their status and financial and moral \ 

responsibility. ’7e are anxious to ascertain whether they are duly accredited 
and responsible agents of the Soviet Government; whether the companies men¬ 
tioned have always discharged their obligations in a satisfactory and busi¬ 
nesslike manner; and whether the individuals named have creditable records. 

It would also be of interest to us to learn whether dealings with these or¬ 
ganizations* or similar ones in this country or in England, have always proved 
satisfactory* and whether they enjoy the confidence of yourselves and the firms 
with wham they have previously done business. 

Ub trust that you-will be able to give us full and detailed informa¬ 
tion on the companies as well as the individuals mentioned above* so that we 
may be able to make a decision as to the advisability of entering into business 





^pt'ffi-CLIVERED IN 3 DAYS RETURN TO 

Jp 4.EHMAN BROS. 

’ l<5-22 WILLIAM STREET 

'P NEW YORK 


The Secret Service, 
Department of Justice, 
Washington, D* C. 
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REPORT MADE AT: 

Hev: York,r.Y. 


TITLE AND CHARACTER OF CASE: 

S\ 


DATE WHEN MADE; 

PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE: 

^Fprf*29,1925 

Jan.29,1925 


G_or; 3 J. Starr 


?:•-» AMTORG - guLssian grads Agency in America Allegod Financing 

Propaganda . y s 


FACTS DEVELOPED: 


. ' 310T1 . 

goo Financing of Rauical 

pagan da . y s 

/ r '' 

, , - I 


Synopsis: 


Major C.E.Russell. Consulting Criminal Engineer now 
investigating alleged fraudulent insurance claim filed 
by AMTORG states that h8 has info* that part of AM'.’QRG 
proceeds are teed for propaganda in this country. 


Details* 


■W* 


Major Charles E.Russell recently communicated with the Af. ent in Charge 

X 

of this office and asked to have an Agent call on him. In accordance with 

i 

instructions this Agent interviewed Major Russell, who states that he \s em¬ 
ployed in making investigations for certain insurance companies in cases where^ 
it is alleged that there is some question as to the justice of claims filed. 

A 

In the course of this work he was retained by an insurance company to esa^jge^i 
a claim filed by AMTORG for a loss sustained thru the theft of about 3»S7 
worth of furs which were in a stoiage house on 28th Street. Major Russell, 
from a study of the case came to the conclusion that it would be a physical im¬ 
possibility for the theft to have occurred at the time and during the period 

DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES 
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COPIES OF THIS REPORT FURNISHED TO: 

77s shingt on 3; lfev; York 2: 


DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
ROUTED TO: I FILE 
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31072 

narn®d by A'iCOPG. Auditors who examined the records on behalf of the insurance 
company were inclined to question the validity of the valuation of $37,000 placed 
on tii e stolen merchandise by AI-'TORG* Tin j or Hus re 11 states that be an^ 

informant who is in close touch with AMTORG* who states that part of this money, 
or rather part of the proceeds from the business done by AMTORG is " 3d for pro¬ 
paganda purposes. He offered to secure thru the informant any information which 

i. 

the Bure.su might desire regarding A?C0RG. Affent informed him that while there 
was no action that could be taken on the matter at this time any information 
which he weald -Otrnish would be accepted, and if there was atw special informa¬ 
tion desired by the Bureau, .Agent would communicate with.himf 

!Isjor Russell was located in room 436,149 ^roadway, this city, 
and has', after his name on the door, »C.C.E. H He describe himself as a 
Consulting Criminal Engineer. He also endeavored to imprest Agent with the fcjj 
portanoe of the confidential information which he had from time to time., garni 

M. 

e d the former and present Directors of this Bureau. There being so- viols 
of federal Law; ihvolved in this matter, the investigation is beinfe ma 

iu j 

Any further developments on Russian radical activities will be cover 
routine reports on that subject. 
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-ABLE: HARRIBA NK 


February 27th, 1925. 


The Honorable, 

The Attorney General of the United States, 
Y/ashington, D. C. 


Sir: 



Y/e are very anxious to obtain for a valued customer information 
concerning Th^Amtorg Trading Company, Hew York Gity, and have been in¬ 
formed that they are in some way representative of the Soviet Government 
of Russia or in some manner handle in this country large business trans¬ 
actions with the Russian authorities referred to. 

We have been informed with respect to this coronary's banks of de¬ 
posit, but shall appreciate if you will write us whether this company is 
officially known to your Department and, if so, just what their status is 
and in what way, if any, they represent the Soviet Government. 

Y/e shall appreciate your writing us in regard to this matter as 
fully as you can and inasmuch as our correspondent is anxious to hear from 
us promptly, we shill furthermore appreciate your early consideration to 
this request. 


Y/e are addressing a similar communication to the Department- of State 
and to the Department of Commerce. 

Thanking you, we are 

Very truly yours, 

MAI? 9 1925 —-- 

Vice TresM&J&F 0180 

s h ■ recouped & immm 


OV/B: AY/ 




m: 






LlR ‘ :AU of INVEbTIGA- iON 

f £e2ei92sp.M. 

CEPARj 0^ jcicXf C £ 

division 3 | 


BI; '^ 3B &AnoWwr| t 

FEB 23 1*25 A. Ms 

1.1-J **.» lEVWVlttOH ■ 




A 



IF NOT DELIVERED IN 3 DAYS RETURN TO 

Harriman National Bank 

FIFTH AVENUE and FORTY-FOURTH STREET 

NEW YORK 


i 




2 he Honorable, 

2he Attorney General of the United States 


Washington, D. C 










SwiiS'#■ 


mm 


ar* 0. w, Birokhead, 
iLorrt^an National Bank, 
Fifth Avenue and 44th 3t. # 
Hew York City* 


Dear 3iri 




Your oouananioation of February 27th, 1925^’eon- 
corning t ! *o AiSOBG YBADIHG COMPABT of Hew York City, lias 
been referred to the Bureau for attention* 1 regret that 
X aa unable to fturniafa you with &uy information on this 
organisation, 

Very truly yours. 


Diraotor. 


"&lx 






fvi A i I- J D 
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THE HARRIMAN NATIONAL BANK 


East Forty-Fourth Street and Fifth Avenue 


0. 17. BI3CEBEAD, VICE PEES 


IDE1E 


NEW YORK, N. Y. 




REPORT MADE AT: 


Hew York.H.y 



TITLE AND CHARACTER OF CASE: 


BEi cotzmisT ACTIVITIES} 


General Investigation. 


FACTS DEVELOPED: 


fill WFORHATtcm CONTAiNED 
HEREIN iS UNU.- vj (Jftj 

date. 3 iiftt, Hr 0 


II.Y.Pile Ho.61-3 


k * 'S'S 




Confidential info.red.that Communist propaganda for estab¬ 
lishing of sov.form of Govt, in U.S. is being conducted at 
AMTORG. I ~ 

| Info.also known to Maj.Gen.Bullard. 

Details; uo immediate investigation to be made here because of conf .souoce.COHTD. 

According to information ^ust received by Agent from a confidential 

source, the most important propaganda in this country for the establishment of a 

0 

Soviet form of Government is being; conducted from the offices of AMTORG, 165 


Broadway. 



Considerable other information was given to Agent at the same time, 
but is not being incorporated in this report as Agent do not write in these spaces 


made no extensive notes when he 


received the fa? /"** 3 /"~ / 


information because he has been promised a copy- 


BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


of a report being made on this matter. The 


Apprised § 


APR 2 3 19?5 A.M. 

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 



ROUTED TO: 


COPIES 09 THIS REPORT FURNISHED TO: 


Washington 3j Hew York !• 














George J. Starr 


April 23,1925 



purpose of this report is to bring to the Bureau‘s attention, the above informa¬ 
tion and at the same time to inform the Bureau that the information is going to 
be’ brought to the attention of Major General Bullard, Retired, who is now at the 
head of the National Security League. Consequently it is presumed that the in¬ 
formation will also come to the Bureau from that source. No further action 
will be taken at this time on the above matter pending receipt of instructions • 
from the Bureau as it is possible that any investigation made immediately might 
hamper the source from which it has been received. 



CONTINUED 











61-6361 ~ ^ 


K*/-\ 

Mr. B« J. Br«man* 

?* 0, Bex 241* 

City Hall Station* 

Saw forte City* 

Dour Sirs 

Beforenee is made to the report of Agent Starr 
for the £2rd instant in res COM UKI 3T ACTI7I1’IB3 and in 
which mention le made of the 

X nuv« the suggestion that no further 
action will he taken ty your Office in view of the possibility 
that it might result in cutting off the source of your infonaa- 
tlcn, however, it is suggested that yon confidentially cownonl- 
out© with the Customs Authorities concerning 


Very truly year*. 






upril 28, 1926* 


Director. 
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THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT TT r JW YOTK ,2; • Y* 


REPORT MADE AT: 


DATE WHEN MADE; PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE: REPORT MADE BY: 


ITew York,IT.Y. 


May 5,1925', May 5,1925 


George J. Starr 


vv, n 

\9 


CHARACTER OF CASE: 


\C . , 

*Vu ■ 


COUMUITST ACTIVITIES 


General Investigation 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


IT.Y.File ITo.61-3 


3'3 6 


Custo ms representatives will be advised confidentially of 
repnrted l I Forever. Agent at -present 

is doubtful of authenticity of information regarding_ 


Details ; 


Continued. 


Reference is nade to bureau letter of April 26th,ini tial ed TP3:JVZM 


Alt IWGRMAhjN r 0N : ' l N£D 
HEREIN IS UNCLAlSiCijA, | . 


61-5381, regarding Communist activities, particularly the 



Unit eci Stat;s» 


A; cuts Valk nourgh ana Valjavec who cover tne ships arriving at 


this port have beon inrormeu to coniluentidily aavi se Customs Representatives of this 


information. 


Since writing the previous report on this matter Agent has had 


rther discussion with his source of information regarding the matters covered and 
result of this conversation Agont is somewhat doubtful as to the reliability 
of the information furnished. Agent was not furnished with the copy of the report 
with which he had expected to be furnished, but after hearing the report read. Agent, 
as stated above, is doubtful about the matter and will make no further effort to 
secure a copyofi^he report, as it contains several s tat efi^^ R ^^ E ^ A< i^r-fetched 



SPJEStoF THIS REPORT FURNISHED TO: 


BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


CHECKED OFF: 


MAY l 8 19*5 


Washington 3; 
New York 1} 




sTvd 
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j i 

gorge Vr. dtarr 


I!ay 5 1 1925 




\ 


to ssy the least. V 

\ 

\ 

Prom conversation hlth lobeit Ouse, Agent learned that I?*}, ZZ7T 

\ 

does work in the AII'JOhG office ana the particular work which she performs is that 

\ 

of coding and decoding cablegrams received or sent by the iJ'TOPG- office. He does 
not think that :?RS. .HOOP.dUI is working ther*? at the present time. 


Investigation continued. 


V 
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i^partmeni af Justir?, 

Bureau of Jtntpflitgatimu 

Box 1 B 3 - Seattle, Wash. 






LIEsPO 


JUHS 10, 1935 


Director 

Department of justice Attention: #2 

Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, 2. 0. 

Dear Sir: 

I inclose herewith clipping from the Seattle ■'Post-Intelligencer” 
of June 10, 1925, concerning the presence here of Prussians who 
are in Seattle Buying goods for shipment to Siberia. I also 
inclose their personal cards together with an anonymous communica¬ 
tion and copy of the propaganda they are putting out relative to 
the resources of Siberia. 

The above for your information. 


Incs - 7 



Yours very truly, 

g. Sberstein 
^gant in Charge. 




J o t 


I «« *6 m-A s» 


9 






.n. 


.’Vva 
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For your information I submit the following: I was recently con- | 

fidentially advised that there was a party of Russians occupying % 

elaborate quarters at the Olympic Hotel, Seattle, who while osten- f 
sibly here for financial purposes were, in point of fact, dissemin- V* 
ating Soviet propaganda; these facts seem to be well known by members ^ 
of the local Russian colony, mainly refugees from Soviet tyrrany. ^ 

■% 

I H RAZUMOVSKY is the head of theaparty , about 55 years of age, is f| 
bald, short and stout; talks thru interpreter I 

B A LEVANOV, ab ut same age, claims to have been in U S some 6 years 
speaks some English; evidently Jewish. || 

V’- 

m 

GUSTAV HEUMANN, German origin, claims to have been born in Russia, I 
speaks English with German accent; comes from Sew York § 

These parties have been here something over two weeks; state their fjj 
business is not politics and asked a purported reporter "not to say J 
that our business is politics*; some connection between them and one I 
AULT of the Union Record. i 

Ww 

m 

State that they are very satisfied with conditions in Russia, both 
political and financial; speak favorably of Trotzky; claim that therein 
is no starvation in Russia and that everybody is contented with k 

prevailing conditions there. f 

I 

Have had some business with Chamber of Commerce, Seattle o 

Their actual business, according to Russians' statements, is to £ 

spread propaganda with view to assisting financial relations between 
U S and Soviet Russia rather than actual red propaganda. In some in- $1 
stances loyal hussians have refused to meet them and others have re- M 

fused to take situations with them. Reported to have caused the dis- * 

charge of a Russian employed as bell-boy at the hotel because he re- % 
fused to enter their employ. *| 

A Kissian, said to be head of the student body here, named OUSHAKOFF 
is reported to be working with them and to be on that account cast j| 
off by loyal Russians|§ 

One TREBIU (possibly the bell boy referred to) was sent for by them gi 
but refused to work for them j| 

It is stated that one RAUL A UMOFF, with office in Smith Bldg may || 
have some information concerning this outfit 



a/- 
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RBS0UBC33 Qg fgBHRXA 


Comparatively little systematised statistical tots 
is available about the economic life aid resources of Siberia* 
but such material as has been compiled by individual explorers 
and certain Oovermaant institutions convincingly indicates that 
economically Liberia will develop into the moat important part 
of the Soviet Union* 

The resources so far discovered have been the results 
of the initiative of casual prospectors and explorers, one can 
easily imagine what further riches may be found there when 
prospecting and exploration in that country will be encouraged 
and subsidised ae Is the ease in the United States and Canada* 
The principal resources of Siberia are as follows: 

QO13: 

already Herodotus* the historian of ancient Sreaoa, 
mentions gold originating from the Altai Hountains, while heavy 
gold articles discovered in mounds in Southern Siberia by the 
crudeness of their werks&nghip clearly indicate that they were 
of local manufacture and that the gold was of local origin* 

Sold is found in practically every part of Iberia* 
However* to the richest gold fields the aooess la so difficult 
that same can be exploited only on a large scale* and with the 
investment of a substantial capital* 

The Lem 3old Company, Ltd** in 1911 produced over 
25*000 pounds of gold in the Lem Hirer district} a few months 








, 3106 5 

2 m 

age the Soviet Oorexomest hsa returned this eonoeasiea to tha 
same English Company that exploited it before the w» 

About five months ago new gold deposits ware discovered 
near the Lena fields and these that vara lu«ky enough to reach 
them ware able in shout cue week's time to gather as much gold 
as they thought sofa for them to take away, the yield being up 
to 3 pounds per day per ®a* 

3XBTSH I 

Although silver has boon found In six different 
locations, same has boon exploited only on s vary small asale; 

The ora in the Soldatov district in the steppes region yields 
about 50$ of silver bearing lead, or about 3# pounds of purs 
Oliver per tea* 

XROS? AID CQAh t 

Iron ora is very abundant in Siberia, but the richest 
is found In the Kftsnstsk basin, yielding over &&% pure iron; the 
same basin also contains the largest coal fields (over 20,000 
square milesU 

It is predicted that this basin aa a steel producing 
center will reach the Importance of the Pittsburgh district. 

The coal in the l&snetsk basin is near the surface and 
can be worked with ordinary steam ohcnrela and is of a grade most 
suitable for otike production. 

Besides that coal is found practically in every section 
of Siberia, the meet important deposits being located in the 
following regions: Semipelatinak, inieelsk, Irkutsk, fatutsk, 
Khmehatka and i&h&line. 








BIS 


Copper is found In t he Elrghese Steppee* took, 
SniMlak, IxXntsk and the Zabaifc&l districts* but so fur tbs 
exploitation of these deposits bus been insignificant* 

grass EOHJSRAia : 

Mercury* sulphur* salts* graphite and precious stones 
are found in various districts of Siberia* 



Siberia at pro sent is considered as the richest lumber 
country in the world; the total area of timber cuitable for 
ocBsuerelal exploitation is even difficult to estimate* as data for 
only Idie following few districts are available: 




Western Siberia 
«mx District 


300*000*000 acres 
450,000*000 « 


The ether districts have not even been properly estimated* 
The prevailing timbers are pine* spruce* and cedar; 
the Siberian Cedar at present is exploited principally for the 
Cedar xmts* whieh occasionally also reach the Americas market* 


via Japan* 



Owing to the vast areas and abundance of fur bearing 
animals in the Eastern part of Liberia as well as owing to the 
superiority of the most furs in this region erer furs of festern 
Siberia — this Astern section of Siberia furnishes the largest 
quantities of the meet desirable furs exported by Soviet Russia* 
She Barguain, ingon and Kamchatka sable* red* silver 
and white foot* squirrel and kolinsky are the principal objects 







• v -J. o V*/ { 


trated in tb® hands of th® Dalgoctorg ^bloii is the official 
Import and export organisation of the Far-Sastern part of 
Siberia; the 13&lg08terg*& field of activity reaches from the 
Be Deal to the Arctic Sea la the Berth and to the Pacific Ocean 
in the Beat* 

ill ever this vast area the itelgssteng haa aamersas 
trading paste chare the trappers and banters exchange fora for 
merchandise or money. On the continent this exchange tales plans 
mostly In the sinter, while in Kamchatka and In the Farthest-Berth 
posts the barton ag Is effected all yaarsxesmd* 

fht furs tfcoa obtained by the Dalgesterg are oonsentrated 
in Tladlvoeteek, where they are asserted, graded, stored and pre¬ 
pared for export te the B,S, or European tm r marketing centers. 

She banters and trappers of liberie axe principally 

f 

entirely uncivilised, all of them very hospitable but shrewd. 


Fishing concessions recently granted te Japanese and 
Scandinavian firms have proved very profitable for the fishing 
firms, end a part of the fish and fish oil produced there has 
been marketed in America; this has aroused the interest of 
several American fishing concerns, who at present already are 
negotiating concessions. 

In spite ef the rapacious methods frequently employed 
by nnscrapuloas fisherman, the waters adjoining Siberia are 
perhaps still the richest in the world; many seamen have reported 
that while sailing in the lower ports of certain Siberian rivers 
the progress of their vessel see actually impeded by the densely 
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pae&ed shoals; It is eleo net an infrequent sight for the hastars 
to sm brain beading orer at the river haste and leisurely select* 
lag far Mnaalf with his paw a deHciouo meal frcct the ehoalo 
eroding by* 

The high quality of the Siberian rod fish and crabs is 

Tory wall known* and already eoaeidemble cuar* titles of same sire 

reaching tbs -American market* but principally via Japan* 

That Japan folly appreciates the cpportonitiea in 

Siberia is dearly evidenced by Viscount Shis^pei Oete’a recent 

plan to float a guild* capitalised at 150*000*000 yens* to handle 

the Russo-Japanese import and export trade; the Viscount*a plans 

. * 

call also for a Oorensnent subsidy of 15*000*000 yeast; besides 
that also Hr* Tctsukicbl Karachi* of the Bm&uo~Ji>p&msm Society* 
and others are working to organise a Russian Trade Corporation* 


Although there are a fee centers in which acre or lew 
JjJB*rcved methods and inplesents are etopleyed* on the whole* 

Siberia la far behind in agriculture and there is a steadily in* 
creasing daraand far American agricultural machinery end implements; 
there are assy vast sections in southern Siberia which in quality 
of soil ere net below the blade ceil district of the snath of 
European Russia* 


Already before the ear Janish and Semen firms and 
individuals had appreciated the great op port unities* in this line 
and several up-to-date creameries and cheese factories are In 
operation* It is not only the vast ma rish pastures that 
attracted those foreigners* but also the peculiar select low of 
grow species and herbs on those pastures which inpart the Bilk 
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certain specific good qualities; rMle Seanaingriaa mill: yields 
on the average case pound of batter per 24 pounds of silk# this 
Siberian mill: yields one pemid of batter per aife pounds of mlXJu 


& 

tH 

Ar 


; -- v j 


m 


OH: 

Blah ell deposits are found on the West shore of the 
Baikal, m Cohaline end also in Kanehatha# hat so Car these 
deposits hare been very little exploited* 

HIOCSlLABSOgS 3BSOP3<Sff3 t 

Besides the above mentioned resources, Siberia hol&a 
various other riches # like erode drags# rare minerals# etc; 
it may he of interest to fencer that a considerable part of Ajcerloan 
billiard balls and piano keys are aansfaotnred from nuanottk tuefes 
hailing fraa remote parte of the 2obolafc# laalsseisfe and Yafentdc# 
bat also this it or# as a rule# reuohea the Jbeerleen market via 
England or Japan* 

gg sarsLonisn? caf i-b;:bia ahz, boost nm aoaBarosT i 

The development of Liberia and the exploitation of 

Its resources will inereaee the deaenft for bnerio&n mehinery 

tit 

t*aA certain raw smtorlols, .reealting prosperity will lead to a 
greater demand for various household commodities and luxury 
articles of .uaerleaa origin which the population has been denying 
itself not only since the war bat to sorae extent also prior to 
the war# owing to various economic conditions and droonotanooe# 

Xt zaay be safely assumed that the ,d<rrelopaent of 


H 

I 

'i 

i«| 

'til 




V»1 




Siberian resources will at the emae time mean a boost of the 
northwest similar to the boost some years ago when the development 
of AlaaSca started# 
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HUGESUPPLY 


Soviet Agents Announce $200,-! 
000 Outlay; Seattle Mer¬ 
chants Are Benefited 

OFFICIALS IN CITY MONTH 

Marks First Visit Of Siberian 
Government Representatives 
More Trade Comin 


I. N. Razumovsky, first eomme 
cial representative of the Siberia 
Soviet government to visit the Pa 
, , - cific Northwest 
|f|| yesterday an 
$ „ - % nouneed the- ex 

pendlture of ap- 

“1 , and B. A. Leva- 

I. N. Razumovsky nor> j n charge of 
the commercial department for the j 
province of Kamchatka, in the ex* 
treme northeast of Siberia, have 
been in Seattle and vicinity for a 
month, they disclosed yesterday. 

NO WHISKERS 

Their purchases are in part be¬ 
ing shipped back via Vladivostock 
and in part, for the Kamchatka dis¬ 
trict, by way of 

Razum o v s k y 

shattered all pop- /» 

ular beliefs that 
Soviet represen- W**' fl 

tatives are com- v 

posed principally ?... _ -jK-.y? 

of whiskers and ‘&A *•' 
unkempt hair. 1 

His face was not ||& ™'*** sr 
only innocent of $0k 
beard but his bul- i 

let-shaped bead^wg| &f||H 
was as cleanly "•?« 

shaved as his HRHb ’£;*■ 
cheeks and his 
only hirstute 

adornment was A. Levanov 
a tiny moustache of the toothbrush 
variety.' : 

TO BUY MACHINERY ( 

Razumovsky’s purchases here, 
he said through an interpreter, 
were principally trading post sup- 1 
frlles for Kamchatka, office sup¬ 
plies, agricultural machinery, rosin , 
and stearic acid. 

In the future, he declared, the 
Dalgostorg, which controls the im¬ 
ports and exports of the vast ter¬ 
ritory cist of the Baikal, up to the i 
shores of the Pacific and Arctic 
oceans, will be in the market for 
road building machinery, dairy ma¬ 
chinery, mining machinery, logging 
equipment, railway supplies, ma¬ 
chine tools and instruments. 

The envoy’s eyes twinkled when 
he was asked about Siberian po¬ 
litical conditions. 

VAST WEALTH 

“I am not with the political de¬ 
partment of the government; just 
with the business administration, 
his interpreter replied. 

Razumovsky pictured Siberia a; 
a vast storehouse of virgin wealtl 
and in a prepared statement ind 
cated the desire of the Soviet go 
ernment to induce capital to enti 
the country. 

“Gold is found in practical! 
every part of Siberia,” he said 
"However, to the richest gold fields 
the access Is so difficult that same 
can be exploited only on a large 
-scale, and with the investment of 
a substantial capital.” 

Razumovsky, in his prepared 
statement praised “the straight¬ 
forwardness of the Western busi¬ 
ness men,” and expressed the hope 
that later visits by Dalgostorg rep¬ 
resentatives will lead to additional \ il 
purchases here, ; ( 


r 
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B. A. LEVANOV 

Manager Commercial Department 
KAMTCHATKA and ARCTIC OCEAN 
TRADING EXPEDITION OF DALGOSTORG 


Habarovsk E. Siberia 






I- N. RAZUMOVSKY 

IMPORT MANAGER OF DALGOSTORG 


Habarovsk E. Sib 















Telephone Cortlandt 7342 


AMTORG 


TRADING CORPORATION 



Gustav Neumann 


165 Broadway 

NEW YORK 









ADDRESS REPLY TO 

DIRECTOR. BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
AND REFER TO 
INITIALS AND NUMBER 
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61-5381 


Jjepaxtmsnt sxf gmtitz 

-Burma of ^nuesiigatum 
TOaahtngimt, §. ffl. 


MEMORANDUM FOR MR. HOOTER: 


April 28, 1925. 


(A 


I am attaching hereto a report submitted by Agent 
Starr, dated April 22nd, in re: COMMON!ST ACTIVITIES, which 
report I believe you will find interesting, and in view of 

J 

the fact that it is short, I will not endeavor to summarize 
it. I am suggesting to the Hew York Office that they confiden¬ 
tially advise the Customs Officials of 


b7D 


and that a careful search of his trunk 


may possibly develop information of interest. 

Respectfully, 



*1 hv 








y 


/ ' 


CPO 









pgCLOSliftfi 



DIRECTOR 




Qzpuximtrd xrf Jhtsl xtz 

Parent of Smisstigutum 
-ftfecalrntgimt, g. (2. 

October 13, 1928. 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR; 




The attached copy of a\yelease of a letter to the 
XFress dated October 8, 1928,'on the letterhead of the 
National/Civic Federation, 33rd Floor, Metropolitan Tower, 
New Yoy& City was handed to roe on October 11, 1928’^ by 
Mr. A,J( Landau, 1406 G St., N, W., Washington, D. C. 

Mr. Landau was desirous of having the Federal government 
institute an investigation relative to the disparaging 
remarks contained in the referred to press release, 
reflecting upon the representations of the officers of 
the^mtorg Corporation, the Soviet Commercial Agency in 
the United States. Mr. Landau alleges that he conferred 
with Mr. Kelley,.of the State Department, relative to this 
matter. In response to the question as to his official 
connection, if any, and as to the nature of his. affiliations 
Mr. Landau replied that he was presenting this complaint 
as a citizen of the United States. 

S He was exceedingly boisterous and mentioned that the 
A Soviet Government was entitled to exist and should be 
'^granteSN^cognition by the United States Government, as 
the Soviet Government was a 'f&vernmerit"Instituted by 
the people of Russia. He mentioned that the various 
capitalistic countries and other individuals connected with 
large corporations and patriotic organizations have been 
spreading malicious propaganda bearing on the integrity 
of the officials of the Soviet Government, in Russia 
and the United States. 

In view of the fact that there does not appear to be 
a violation of the laws of the United States involved in 
Mr. Landau's complaint, no action is being taken in this 
matter. 


Respectfully, 

■ Qr-f?.)tUo 



’rtgBam s aaapcoaa 




BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

OCT 15 [92aA m 

DEPARTMENT OfiffCPKIi. 
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Xi ik'X X. Vi'J x 


Yetropo 1 it an T ow or 
m York City. 


Press Service 

- r.os 

’or Release in Papers of onday, October 0 


AIf :;U3V aSJT;2 nCTJ ViTJ.id 


Yiatthew "Poll, acting president of the national civic f«?.ioration, 
so advises the .Panterg Trading Corporation in an open letter to its 
Soviet Chairman--He points out that, until our government demands are 
fully met, the American people will never favor recognition. 

The 2.a^ienal Civic ..'ode vat ion, ’33rd floor 'etropolitan lower.L.Y.Oity 
/ October 6 . 19 23 . 

,/ 

y 

. r. A , Z. 3c h o 1 nman, 

e/o aratorg Trading Corporation, 


hat yon Have resigned the presidency of 


155 .Broadway, Hew York City, 

Dear Sir 

The cables toll os that yon have resigned the presidency of the 
Soviet state Bank preparatory to coining to Llew York for the purpose of 
becoming the heed of the Amtorg Trading Corporation, the Soviet commer¬ 
cial bureau in charge ox the promotion of trade and commercial relations 
between the Russian Soviet u-ov or ament end citizens of the united States. 

ft the same time, the cables tell of the practical breakdown of the 
fanjltastio industrial and economic policies of the Soviets which has led 
to such panicky business gnd financial conditions in your country. They 
point out that now, on account of the almost universal failure of the 
commercial ventures engaged in by the capitalists of ‘ uropoan conr.trios, 
the ,5oviato have only one place to go for money; that 'is, the united 
States, 

Of course, having cable communications of its own with the outside 
■ oriel, the unite states knows all about these commercial faJ luxes, beg¬ 
inning with that of the notorious attempt to bribe our Government by a 
5,000,000,00 provisional contract granted to Sinclair end. coming on 
down to the complete fiasco of the spectacularly advertised Ilr.rriwan con- 
cession end the concession granted to the German Chancellor Joseph uirth. 
If ever a mao bad the right to be treated squarely by ...oscow, it was that 
self-came chancellor who had given it the- Rappels Treaty; but a Berlin 
cablegram to the few York Times of September 23, l: 28 .core lades wi th the 
f. o 1 low j ng: 

'’Today, the closing balance of that concessionary, called tho fologa 
Timber Company f Tho firth concession } ,wbf ch 5 s in 1 iquli!*.•13 on ,ahov;s 
a total loss of 15,500,000 marks fu4,126,Oog.) The creditors-re¬ 
ceived 87 per cent of their money; the shareholders lost every oeiit, 
All the German employees of the company have been withdrawn from 
Euasi a !f . 

On October 1st,only a few days ago, a special cablegram to the 
York Times fro s London quoted the London Dai ly kail as declaring; the now 
foreign concession policy of the Soviet to be nothing but a gigantic su/in- 
>3la ..and explained that: 








In all concessions granted to foreigners in reoent years the Soviet polie 
has “been to stir up difficulties afterwards so that they can find excuses 
for inheriting--the new Soviet word for stealing--the enterprises. Thus 
vast amount of property "belonging' to foreign capitalists lias been confis¬ 
cated, It is now clear that the present object of the Bolshevik! is to 
secure money to establish further industries which they‘can steal later ’. 

Referring to the present pro-Soviet recognition drive in if is eo untr; 
and your contemplated connection with It, a well-known Washington publici¬ 
ty service, regarded as sympathetic with Soviet proposals and having a at- 
clientele of several thousand financial and business institutions, makes 
the following illuminating statement in one of its recent confidential lei 
ters: "Moscow has made two very significant moves. They are: 


"a. Issuance of decree inviting foreign business interests to enter 
the country,'practically upon capitalistic terms.’ 

"B, Detachment of Scheinman from the Presidency of the Soviet state 
bank and his appointment as chief of Russian trade activities 
in the United States." 

The two events are closely inter-related. They are based on Moscow's 
belief that, with the advent of a new American President,the time will be 
ripe to press for diplomatic recognition by both Washington and London. 
Moscow is gradually approaching the terms laid down by President CoXlidge. 
The Heart step bfe 3ome move in the direction of debt settlements, possi 
ibly along the lines followed in the arrangement for payment to former hold 
ers of oil properties. ScMnman's instructions, we are told, are to nego¬ 
tiate credits in the United States and to attempt,later,on the basis of the 
trade developed, to open conversations looking toward recognition of the 
Moscow government by Washington. A responsible Russian view is that Arneric 
is almost ready to welcome a virgin outlet for its prod action.which is alre 
dy beginning to find domestic and other foreign markets in a state of pre¬ 
liminary saturation.--Soviet circles seem to be hopeful that,should Hoover 
be elected, Borah would be his Secretary of State,and would be able,in that 
position to obtain Hoover'a consent to the opening of informal preliminary 
conversations looking toward recognition. 

While that bureau indicates the selection of Mr.Borah as the next Se¬ 
cretary of State in the event of the election of Hr .Hoover, the Hew York live¬ 
ning Post foreign Service, in a cablegram of September 28,19 28, from Berlin, 
at the end of significant interview with German "statesmen" who hope they 
see a coalition coming between Germany and the United States in the matter 
of dealing with Soviet Russia as against the opposition of franca and Eng¬ 
land to that policy.adds: 

"Especially is this a fact since it is expected that Hoover,if elected, 


from Berlin, 
hope they 
the matter 
as and hi- - 


elected, 


t no wait here 


will appoint Dwight Morrow Secretary of State, He is thought here to 
be an adherent of recognition." 

But if Government Smith, should be elected .according to another sym¬ 
pathetic "private bulletin",—which does not, however,suggest the name of 
the new Secretary of State, it 1,. understood that the kitchen cabinet of o- 
vernor Smith favors recognition. Whatever truth there may be in this jour¬ 


nalistic gossip, 


first end to say. 


true, ho on 


/or,that a well- 
nnp&thisers is 


defined combination of Democratic and Republican Soviet sympathisers is 
seeking to influence both candidates. 

How, it is trufe)i that I am the Acting President of the organisation iU 
dared to Stalin by a so-called labor commission visiting Moscow to be lar¬ 
gely responsible for the opposition in this country to the recognition of 
Soviet Russia. This charge is made also by William £.Poster,your party’s 


candidate for the Presidency of the United States 


the coming elec 
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a 1300 k viciously attacking our "bona fide trade -union leaders. Whether or 
not The national Civio federation is entitled to thfffc credit,it -may not he 
amias for me,assuming for the momenjr the role of an expert on Russian sen¬ 
timent in this country,to tell you why the United States withholds such re 
cognition and also to suggest how you might facilitate a change in that 
steadfast policy. 

It has been scarcely more than a week since,at a luncheon given by th 
national Civic Federation and attended by leading representatives of labor 
financial,manufacturing,political and cultural groups,the following; questi¬ 
ons were discussed: 

'’Should the United States Government accord official recognition to 
the Russian Soviet regime? Should it endorse an unofficial comrais- 
ion of our citizens to confer in Russia with officials ox that regime, 
unless and when, in both cases,the Soviet Government should suppress 
completely its brazen propaganda aimed at the overthrow of our in¬ 
stitutions and of our Government as well?" 

The unanimous opinion of this important group was t-iat recognition 
should not be granted to the Soviet regime nor trade relations established 
with it until Moscow should,first.stop all of its subversive activities In 
the United States; second,reimburse American citizens for the property sto¬ 
len from them; third,pay its debts to our Government ; and, fourth, establish 
a regime which,recognizing the sanctity of international obligations,would 
be fit to associate with civilized nations. In other words,the meeting un¬ 
qualifiedly endorsed the policy maintained by our Government toward the Bus 
sian Soviet regime from its establishment to the present day,under both a 
Democratic and two successive Republican adnirbtrations. To be more speci¬ 
fic, let me quote from the Secretaries of State under those three adminis¬ 
trations, prefacing them with the following pronouncements by President Coo- 
lidge and the Honorable Elihu Root, a former Secretary of State: 

"President Coolidge: 1 do not propose to barter away for the privi¬ 
lege of trade any of the cherished rights of humanity. I do not 
propose to make merchandise of any American principles. These rights 
and principles must go wherever the sanctions of our Government go." 

"Hon.Blihu Root: For the United States to recognize Russia would be 
to publicly acknowledge that the avowed purpose of the present Rus¬ 
sian government to overthrow by force our system of government is 
consistent with international friendship. Of course,that would be a 
lie." 


"Hon.Batforidge Colby: It is not possible for the Government of the 
United States to recognize the present rulers of the Russian Soviet 


government 
vernment can be 
any particular 
pie themselves 
fferent set of 
cod the government of the 
existing regime in Russia 


with which relations common to friendly go- 
maintained. This conviction lias nothing to do with 
political or social structure which the Russian pec- 
may see fit to embrace. It rests upon a wholly Si~ 
facte. These facts, which none disputes.have convin- 
inited States .against its will, that the 
is based on the negation of every prin¬ 


ciple of honor and good faith,and every usage and convent! on, under¬ 
lying the whole structure of international law; the novation,in shart 
of every principle upon which it is possible to base harisonicui and 
trustful relations.whether of nations or ox individuals. £ ho res¬ 

ponsible leaders of the regime have frequently and openly bo asted 
that they arc willing to sign agreements and undertakings with fo¬ 
reign powers while not having the slightest intention of observing, 
such undertakings or carrying out such agreements. Indeed,upon nu¬ 
merous occasions the responsible spokesmen of this Power,and its offi 
eial agencies,have declared that It i their understanding that the 
very existence of bolshevism in Russia,the maintenance of their own 
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rule,depends and must continue to depend,upon the occurrence of revolution 
in all other great civilized nations,including the United States .which wil 
overthrow and destroy their Governments and set up Bolshevist rule in thei 
stead. ■'* 

'Hon.Charles Evans Hughes: There would beam to be at this time no rea 
son for negotiations. The American Government,as the President said, 
in his message to the Congress,is not proposing to barteraanqc away 
its principles. If the Soviet authorities are ready to restore the 
confiscated property of American citizens or make effective compen¬ 
sation they can do so. It requires no conference or negotiations 
to accomplish these results .which can and should he achieved at 
Moscow as evidence of good faith. The American Government has not 
incurred liabilities to Russia or repudiated obligations,” Most se¬ 
rious is the continued propoganda to overthrow the institutions of 
this country. This Government can enter into no negotiations until 
these efforts directed from Moscow are abandoned.' 1 

on.Prank B.h'ellog: During the past four years the Government of 
the United States has maintained the position that it would be both 
futile end unwise to enter into relations with the Soviet Government 
so long as the Bolshevik leaders persist in aims arid practices in 
the field of international relations which preclude the possibility 
of establishing relations on the basis of accepted principles go¬ 
verning intercourse between nations. It is the conviction of the 
Government of the United States that relations on a basis usual 
between freirdly nations can not be established with a governmental 
entity which is the agency of a group who hold it as their mission 
to bring- about the overthrow of the existing political,economic and 
Social order throughough the world and who regulate their conduct 
towards other nations accordingly. ’’ Current developments demons- 
strate the continued persistence at Moscow of a dominating world re¬ 
volutionary purpose and the practical manifestation of this purpose 
in such ways as render impossible the establishment of normal rela¬ 
tions with the Soviet government. The present rulers of Russia, 
while seeking to direct the evolution of Russia along political»eco¬ 
nomical and social lines in such manner as to make it an effective 
base of the world revolution,continue to carry on,through the Com¬ 
munist International and other organizations with headquarters at 
Moscow,within the borders of other nations,including the United 
States,extensive and carefully planned operations for the purpose 
of ultimately bringing about the overthrow of the existing order 
in such nations. A mass of date with respect to the activities ^ 
carried on in the United States by various Bolshevik organizations 
under the direction and control of Moscow,was presented by the De¬ 
partment of State to a subcommittee of the Senate Committee on Fo¬ 
reign Relations in January 1924/ Since that time these activities 
have been developed and extended to include for exasple,the stirring 
up of resentment against the Government and the people of the United 
States in the countries of Latin America and in the Far Hast land the 
supervision by Moscow of the organizations through which these acti¬ 
vities are carried on has become even more comprehensive and more $ 
pronounced. The Government of the United States feels no concern 
lest this systematic interference in our affairs lead In the end to 
a consummation of the Bolshevik x^lsn to bring about the overthrow 
of our- government and institutions. The Government of the United 
States,however.does not propose to acquiesce in such interference 
by entering into relations with the Soviet Government. Bor can the 
Government of the United States overlook the significance of the 
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activities carried on in our midst under the direction of Moscow as 
evidence of the continuation of the fundamental hostile purpose of 
the present rulers o f Russia,which makes vain any hope of establish- " 
Ing relations on a basis usall. between friendly nations, 'in the vie? 
of the Government of the United States a desire end disposition on 
the part of the present rulers of Russia to comply with accepted prii. 
oiples governing international relations is an essential pre-requisit 
to the establishment of a sound basic of intercourse between the two 
countries. A clear and unequivocal recognition of the sanctity of in¬ 
ternational obligations is of vital importance, not only as concerns 
the development ox relations between the United States and Russia,but 
also as regards the peaceful and harmonious development of relations 
between nations. Ho rest’It beneficial to the people of the United 
States,or,indeed ,to the people of Russia,would, be attained by enter¬ 
ing into relations with the present regime in Russia so long as the jc 
present rulers of Russia have not abandoned those avowed aims and 
known practices which are inconsistent with international friendship. 
Vfliile the international aims and practices of the present rulers of 
Russia preclude the recognition of the so-called Soviet Government by ■ 
the United States,the Government and the people of the United states 
are now,as in the past .animated by a sincere friendship for the Rus¬ 
sian people. 

In addition to these official statements, I quote,aIso.the action 
taken by certain important non-governmental organizations,beginning with 
the deelaraion made by the American Federation of Labor at its Annual 
0 onvention in 19 27; 

”U© regard the Soviet regime in Russia as the most unscrupulous,most 
anti-social.most menacing institution in the world today.Between it 
and our form of political and social organizations there can be no 
compromise of any kind, wo repeat the. call to American trade uni¬ 
onists to stand true to their faith,to he militant in their defense 
of the principles of freedom and justice for which our movement 
stands and upon which our democracy rests its foundation walls." 

At its 1925 annual meeting,the United States Chamber of Commerce de¬ 
clared: "We endorse the position of our Government in refusing to recog¬ 

nize Soviet Russia and pledge the continuing support of organized 
business in that refusal,until Soviet Russia profiles adequate assu¬ 


rances of 


purpose to maintain international relations 


accord¬ 


ance with recognized standards,with evidence of its intent to redress 
past wrongs." 

She lew York Chamber of Commerce,the largest and most representative 
local commercial organization in the United States,made this vigorous 
utteriin.ee in 19 27; 

"Recognition would accord diplomatic and consular privileges to the ag 
agents of the Soviet Government whereby they and their staff could es¬ 


tablish foci 


the dissemination of subversive doctrines at their 
rnghout the United States,and we would be unable bo 


convenience throughout the United States,and we would be unable bo 
stop it,save by a breach of relations after the damage was done." 

The latioxal Civic Federation: We believe that recognition of Soviet 
Russia would he a repudiation of all that our national 1:) fe has re¬ 
presented for a hundred and fifty years,and of all the spiritual ideal 
for which modern civilization has stiiven for two thousand yoarp." 
Curiously enough,at the moment when patriotic Americans are demanding 
of Mosoow the suppression of the abominable work which it is doing here th¬ 
rough its official agencies .startling confirmation of the basic Jrfeuyh o<f jrhx 
charges against the Beds comes to hand from ’.Valter Duranty, the Moscow eotfceg 

pondesfc^ of the Hew York Times/ In his wireless to the Times on. September 
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23,1928,Mr.Duranty, in an effort to 'break the force of the European prophe- 
cies of the coming collapse of the Bolshevik regime .makes the following ob 
servation: 

"There is a reason to believe that the Soviet wishes to erne, go from th 
present economic and diplomatic impasse with the United States and threat 
Britain and that it would be prepared to go half way or more to meet fo¬ 


reign conditions,if that can be done without 


might po- 


I:? wo will 

or I: in Ame- 
from Moscow 
1 the money is 
6 to stop. 


ssibly give acceptable guarantees that no funds should be transferred from 
Moscow to the American or British Communist Party,and American finane ial 
advisers might be welcomed to cooperate in the utilisation of a loan, of 
credits." 

These we have the naked admission of an undisguised truth. If rc will 
do business with the Soviets, they will stop their nefari ous work in Ame¬ 
rica by giving "guarantees that no funds should be transferred from Moscow 
to the American or British Communist Party "; and of course, if the money is 
cut off.it is supposed to follow that the bedevilment will have to stop. 
Secretary Hughes’s statement,quoted above,answers all that—" Co ahead and 
do it first and we will talk about business aferward." There are no satis¬ 
factory guarantees ' short of complete suspension and it does not require 
any getting around a table to bring that about. But, curiously enough,the 
Communist Party is not the only agency through which Moscow is carrying on 
its virulent propaganda and reptilian practices. The Communist party is 
but one of Moscow’s many poisonous fangs. 

last 'Vinter, inji a letter to the American-Russian Chamber of Commerce 
I appealed to that body,in view of its extremely cordial relations with 
Bolshevists Russia,to use its ^influence with the Moscow Government to 
bring about the suppression of all the Soviet propoganda in our country, 
for which it was wholly responsible. As evidence of the vicious charac¬ 
ter of the attacks being made upon our Government and institutions and, 
part ocularly, upon the American Labor movement, a three months’ subscrip¬ 
tion to the official organ of the Communist party in Amor3ca,the Daily 
Worker .published in this city, was sent to the president of the Chamber, 
nothing came of that effort. Instead the propoganda has increased in extent 
and its venom has become more deadly. In fact,the Daily Worker lias recently 
blossomed out in a new dress, with now presses, it has enlarged its co¬ 
lumns and has added to its cost of production,al 1 without any advertising 
or legitimate increase of income or any other visible means of support. 

To indicate the malignant nature of this sheet, I sand you copies of recent 
issues describing.wlth full-page headlines, the formation by the Communists 
of the new rival textile workers’ and mine workers’ unions with which to 
fight the of L. organisation in those i a us trios. Also, 1 send you the 
issue of July 8,1927,containing a pronunciamento cabled from Moscow in¬ 
structing the Communists here how to proceed with their vicious undermin¬ 
ing work in this country. 

It la quite possible that, in its feverish anxiety to soil a hand full 
of goods (our trade with Russia,all to Id, amounts to only one par sent of 
our total foreign trade,) the American-Russian Chamber of Commerce did not 
care to take up this ticklish matter. Doubtless.similar fears possessed 
your predecessor in the Amtorg Trading Corporation to whom copies of these 
letters were- sent. So.it may well be that none of the real objections to do¬ 
ing business with your Government ever penetrated to the Russian People. 

Ror that reason,as indicated,I am addressing you as "The new man on the 
job",in the hope that you may find a way to convey to them the facts set 
forth in this letter. 

That you may gain a thorough understanding of the reasons back of our 
Government's opposition to Soviet recognition, which 1 assune to be what 
you want to know, let me urge that,before taking up your duties here as 


3 oor cent cl 
>mnerce did not 
*s possessed 
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head of the Amtorg,you thoroughly examine the activities of the Commu¬ 
nist Party and other Communistic agencies acting under direct orders from 
Moscow as previously stated,and supported,aa Duranty admits,by Moscow 
money. The charge is made that it is through the Amtorg that all the mo¬ 
ney for Communist activities in this country is handled. A Ilka charge 
was made in the case of the Areas, the "Amtorg" of I'xmdon 

It is also asserted that .under the direction of the Amtorg 
its offices,there exists here in the United states a very active Soviet 
secret service which is not doing our country any good and which io being 
used as an instrument of repress nig Russians in America by throats to crus _ 
their families and beloved ones still in Russia. Sinoe, unfortunate ly.we 
have no "Scot land Yard" at the moment,these assertions have not yet boon 


and Pen in; 


and 


t hr o u; 


fully substantiated; but you will be in a position to go 


j. 4 . 


the facts and 


it goes without saying that as an evidence of good faith, you will report 
them to our Government. 

Of course,I am not telling the Communists anything that they do not 
'know in respect to the temporary "padlocking" of the Bureau of Investigate 
of the united States Department of Justice,as they had a he:id in bringing 
it about,and,you may well laugh at such an aboard state of affairs exist¬ 
ing in a country having 120 * \J 0 vd , 0 U U people, naturally,the Communist lea¬ 
ders are saying to their members; "Go the limit’. She federal Government attai 
doesn't know anything and the state governments can’t do anything;’ 1 

She National gocxHrxxrgm Civic Federation does not propose to sit idly 
by. It has oust appointed a eomv.ittee to make further inquiries into the 
Communist activities here which i trust will include.a study of that ano¬ 
malous si tuition. You might learn much from the findings of that body. 

Its investigation will take in not only the revolutionary propaganda bel¬ 
ching forth from the columns of the Daily Worker but matter in The Ir&ig 
belt and all the other foreign-language papers, ftrwiiix it will embrace 
labor Unity, the official organ of the trade union SdAcational League,the 
Communist labor organization in this country which, as you hnov. ,is headed 
by yo or Presioenti al Candida to i n ou r co m: ng election ci-i.ld -L S O Jj> enly try¬ 
ing To"capture uhaermne or destroy the '’ American relerati on of labor,and 
the railroad brotnerhoods. ..s illustrative of its diabolical work,let me 

invite you to look into the situation created by it among the miners of 
Pennsylvania, the textile workers of hew Bedford and Mall fiver end the 


si lie workers of Passaic, to say nothing of the needle trade and fur v/o rarer s 
in IJew York,Ohioago and Cleveland where it is endeavoring to destroy suc¬ 
cessful movements now under the eg is of the American Federation of labor. 

But it is not only in the labor unions that Moscow is working against 
the interests of our country. Look into the machinations of the Labor 
Defense Council,the American Hegro Labor Congress,the Trade Union 'Educa¬ 
tional League, the *7'omen’s Communist Council, the All-American Anti-Impe¬ 
rialistic League, the American Society for promotion of Cultural Relations 
with Russia,the Young People's Communist League and the lours Pioneers. 
When you have done all this,you can well understand whey the American peo¬ 
ple will not permit its Government to recognize Soviet Russia. 

1 sincerely hope that you will not resort to the old trickery of say¬ 
ing that Soviet Russia is not responsible for the Communist Party nor ac¬ 
countable for the activities of the Third Rational. We are familiar with 
the fantastic fiction teat the Soviet Government cannot control the Third 
Rational a/iu,therefore, can do nothing to stop the vicious work it is do¬ 
ing in the United States, although the officials 0 f the Government,of the 
Communist Party and of the Third International are one and the same,-- 
Stalin,Bukharin.Hykoff,for instance/ If your chiefs should order you to 
spring that hoary joke on us, let me suggest that you put the following 
question to them for me; Since the Soviet Government undeniably has com¬ 
plete control of itself .would it allow The Rational Civic Federation, the 
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American federation of Labor or the united 
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or course, would include the establishment of n paper in . oseow following 
the sane lines in its appeal to the peasants arc! the honest workers to ova 
throw the Soviet Government as are followed by the Daily Workers in its ap 
peal to the American workers to overthrow their Co Vermont. 

If the Soviet Government would give satisfactory guar ant ees 
connection, let no predict that it would not be long %efo.ro we m 
able to take care of the Third International in Moscow es well as 1. 

United states and other countries where its dastardly wort. is going- on. 

At any rate, until it is willing to grant us that rig.nt.it should he will¬ 
ing to abandon the abominable activities which it is financing and conduct¬ 
ing in this country, 

We are not converned about the gldwing and fnltorae reports being put 
out by the various Socialists and Left-Wing Liberals who go over to Russia 
for week-end sojourns and than return to circulate propaganda for • Soviet 
recognition. We hope that all the claims regarding rapid improvement in 
tbricfcunhappy land are ture for we have only the friendliest feelings for 
the peasants of Russia. But,while we would he happy to believe these won¬ 
derful reports of progress made by your fleeting guests,we are forced to 
give more weight to official documents published in Russia itself, for 
instance,Trad,the official trade union newspaper in Hoscow,in referring 
to the conditions of the working classes in Soviet Russia,says that drun¬ 
kenness has reached such a frightful stage that in the working class dis¬ 
tricts in the suburbs,it is impossible for a sober person to pass through 
unmolested. Trud furnishes the following author! tj-ti ve exp 1-.notion of the 
reasons for this terrible condition of affairs; 


'The Chief cause which is responsible 


all the n; ly and terrible 


living habits of our people is to he found in the scandalous and 
callous attitude of our economic officials to the housing conditions 
of the workers. In the Pr eyas lav factory "Red Soho?! the workers are 
compelled to live in the old barracks; in crowded, dar; end filthy 
surroundings the workers find only one comfort-drink. Some CO per 
cent of the inhabitants of the prison in the town have been sen¬ 


tenced for drunkenness." The connection between bad 
Inebriety is specially noticeable at Kolhugino. her 
live 70 in one room and are therefore heavy drinkers 
able for cultural purposes. These examples are not even 
there are factories in Bovlet Russia where the workers 1 
dirty rooms in ti era, i . e., four cots' one above the other, 
that 210 persons may be accommodated instead of 70. !f 
Then we nave those books on Russia just put out by Anne 
and Dorothy 'Thompson,as well as the reports made by Mrs. 


no us i ng and 
the workers 
s no. unappro c h- 
the worst; 
ve in small 
rt order 


i 


ar e 


.o j or- 


llizabeth 


Montgomery,all of whom have spent months,not week¬ 


ends in Rusf 


.a. At 

? -M 


miGiC 

Shaw 

the National Civic federation's luncheon, previously mentioned .one or the 
greatest industrial experts in the United States ,?dr.Whiting Williams,who 
had just returned from several weeks 1 stay in Russia,gave a graphic des¬ 
cription of conditions,closing with the declaration that the united States 
should not recognize the Soviet regime. 

But,aside from humanitarian considerations,we are not concerned ab¬ 
out what the Soviets are doigg in Russia. We are concerned about what they 
are doing- or trying to do in this country. And, let me tell you, the Amer¬ 
ican people are getting exceedingly tired of the brazen and impudent as¬ 
saults which Moscow is presistently making upon orr government while at 






einra&n, page 9 


the sane time it is trying to borrow money from oar citizens,not only 
to purchase needed products but also to finance the very propaganda to 
oyer throw, our institutions. .For example, during the last sixty days, 
there- -have been in this country .three men, M, Sorokin, I,Chalepsky and M#Bog« 
oihf,respectively,described as n *he President of the Euss.1 an Automobile 
Hanufactuners r Association, a 1 e&di t*g industrialist in. the Soviet .and vice- ' 
Mayor of Moscow,who have come to negotiate, in behalf of the Soviet Govern¬ 
ment for the parches.© of p4o, 000 , 000,00 worth of motor trucks and other 
machinery, They are announced as jtanning to visit the great automobile 
manufacturing: plants of Detroit. They went those firms to sell them motor 
trucks and to lend them the money to pay for tl:em f while at the sane time 
they know well that their government is doing everything in its power to 
overthrow the very system which me l ©s It possible for this country to have 
those great industrial plants, Third of iti Could anything be more coalo?- 
And you seem to he getting away wit! If 1 Und?r such ci roomstsnoes, > t is 
not strange that your Government shoald open.ly voice Its contempt for Ame¬ 
rican business men. Feed and ponder upon the following remarks quoted by 
Anne 0’"ere IfoCormiok It her article, ‘'’ffb.at Fn&sia third, f of the fast of 
us, '’published It. the new Tori: Times of December 1C,1927, 


trblas.ned it. the dew -orr Times of Decor, oer 1C , 192 : . 
‘Oommirnlsts tMnr think flat we would do anythin;.' fox ik 
suggested tort American oapital would have no ©crvgla 
mo n <»y to build up Comm uni sr if only it was guaranteed 
ongh on its investment. What do your capitalist:- care 


■ -j f -r r 

r\‘y‘ f -1- 


otf: tin 

1 end i ng 
root on- 


t ©a or 

't hat f; Va 13?B . ;'' Til 1 Od 

•Tchitcbcrln,bland an 

id 'H'ilh T'LTk 

H r ; Cl 

in ■ be 

g 5 isrd e 

ci oul of of hi a mi •i.'-’ic 

ht office hour 3 . v/ v 

4 

wan 

t 1 a pro- 

i. J- v * J 

hei oaritel under any 

o: ! rcvmate.no e co v Id 

CVG7“ h •;"/ 

■* ’ O 

elfish or 

2 etc? a lx 

ah ’ 0 i. It could ev 

er serve the State r. 

LT;. lODO 0T, 

v f i o-- : 

by the 

State, 

a ino 0 no 0 i vab 1 e ". 





let .me 

re c a uitnlate,It a p th 

e Lev-et propaganda 

f> in ft /'» 4" 

v. t-.i v • i< V i 

Ult 

« ri *> -* 

Otl A. i-i U J. i. 

cl St at 

esi Fay our 01 bizona 

for the goods er.d no 

ai oy jo v.. 

4.- 

*w i v. 

1 0 irom 

Pay v 

bat yon owe car Cover 

nmont, Satabli ah a g 

‘OY >■» yn £-\y 

It t 

hat civi- 


them.; fay vent yen owe nsr Government; Establish a government that civi¬ 
lised nations can afford to asaooJ ate with; Then Buss in will roc love all 
the recognition,! 1 -e money and credits she wants. it is hot the people 
of fusel s. that we are ©gainst. President Wilson, Sarnie 1 Conpers, pros i dent 
of the A?nenca:n Federation of Labor,and Alton £.Barker,pros < dont of ?ho 


National Civic Federation.,all sent ro^aiK taMyiy congratulatory messages 
to the leader of the revolt*tier, which overthrew the Csnrlat rule. Your 
Comnnuist regime >«u? overthrown the revolution and hue re-established 
Czar ism on ly under another form. 

Soviet Hnesl a does not and can tot r Agree exit the Buss Ian people. So¬ 
viet Russia would not dare tc allow the Bus cl an people to rule thorns 0 Ives. 
How or-n a civi 1.1 ted. nation like ours want any association with a government 
whose officials would boldly make the following announcawent,pub 1 ishod in 
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International is obligatory err all its sections. 

It is the guide to the fight in?. of the millions of oppressed ©gni no t 
the oppressors , in the fighting of the proletarian masse? an! J :he fight 0 . 
the toilers generally white,yellow and black. 

in the fights In the tropics and in the fights in the most distent 
w - A v — .... 


tha 

to a lers 

Cbn 



in. the - 

figh 

fcs 

Pi so 

00 0 X 0 1 

.a* u 

i a: 

the 

for est f: 

an rl 

3. 

where where 

the 



aaxc. i n factories end on plantations; in 


in the deserts,on the r&i 
3 lass war must feexe place 


e railways and 


;.ee mines, every 








•r. A. I. so 


51060 

Sucinnari, pa*-;e 10. 


, clown the deadly challenge to o° 

Our proorem oponl, t.aow down u.i. 

worlu. . 5 , „-i4^v n nte 


, ..... our ultimate air. 

hide tattj.i &J 4 0 ' *.„**.;„<* clo 


?0 " ir tiotiOG 0l " 

ly elueiuatoo. in the progra • ._ 

Very truly 


1 spd . ! hattnow* .oil» 


Actrnn rxesioerr 




January 21, 1930. 


* emorandum of telephone call from Mr. Adams of the New 
York Sun. 

Mr. Adams said the Paris correspondent had had an interview 
with the former Charge d’Affaires Sethodowski(?0> of the 
Hussian Embassy who stated that 'Smtort is sending money to 
the United States for the purpose of propaganda. Nr. Hoover 
suggested that Hr. Adams talk to Mr. Iuhring. Hr. Hoover srid 
that any request would come to the Bureau from the Department. 
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It has often been said that growths which imperil the 

life of nations are fostered daring periods of hardships and 

depression. The idea ia firmly fixed in the public mind 

that when the naxional outlook is dark and uncertain, when un« 

employment and anxiety are widespread, and storm-clouds are 

gathering over a country, that this is the only time when evil 

and menacing ideas can gain headway. The inaideous beginnings 

and the dangerous spread of alien growths such as Communism has 

with 

long been popularly associateds/darkness, misery and discontent. 

Uo greater mistake than this could possibly be made. it is 
when we are dazzled by the bright sunlight of national prosperity 
that serpent-growths creep in upon us and fasten their coils upon 
us* In dark and anxious days men are on the watch for national 

enemies. They mistrust the propagandist,the alien orator on his 
soap-box. Free and enlightened nations like America are not easily 
misled in periods of national peril* They are apt to fear and 
distrust strange doctrines especially such as seek to attack the 
institutions of government upon which the nation's faith is strongly 
fixed. They will put their heel upon the viper's head. 

My observation and experience has fully convinced me that 
it is in days of unprecedented plenty and prosperity when we are 
blinded by the high-noon of national advancement that these venomous 
ideas nestle their poisonous life within the nation's household and 
unnoticed make good their foothold and thriving on our carelessness 
and relaxed vigilance entrench themselves and form connections wbitb 








are wholly unsuspected by the people in general* 

This is what has happened in the case of Communism. We have 
enjoyed a period of great national propperity.- an era unlike any which 
this nation or any other nation ever saw. Great forward strides 
have been made, national dreams realized and still greater hopes and 
promises lie ahead of us* This has not affected a few people or 
any class - good fortune in unheard of measure haB come to all sections 
of the country and all classes. There has been money to spend, money 
to enjoy and money to invest* Things that once were the exclusive 
luxuries of the rich have become the common possessions of all olasses. 
The right to live and be happy has become wide-spread and general in 
this country as hever before in the world's history. 

But this golden time has seen the rise and crafty access of power 

of deadly national peril. Men and women have been too busily engaged— 

i( t 

in the enjoyment of prosperity to read the seditious utterance of 

A 


je$m liVriHPirr newspapers controlled from abroad* •‘•hey have been 
engrossed in profitable daily work and they have had the means to 
fill their leisure with absorbing pleasures and interests. '•‘•'hey have 
had neither the time nor the inclination to notice or to question the 
processes by which the Red manace has planted its forces and increased 
its power in this country. Prosperity, not adversity, has 

screened the growth of Communism and the forces of terrorism, atheism, 
cruelty greed and destruction of which it is the agent. 

The seizure of Russia by the Reds was the beginning of its 
terrible and octopus-like reachlng-out all over the world. Its 







doctrines, its methods and its avowed purposes are utterly 
antipathetic to everything that Christian morality and civili¬ 
zation has stood for. It is the living embodiment of hypocricy 

Its agents shout for freedom - freedom of speech, freedom of re¬ 
ligion, etc* Yet it has ruthlessly destroyed the freedom of 
everything . Where Communism prevails, freedom of press and speech 
have ceawed to exist. Its appalling efforts to destroy religious 
freedom have shocked the Christian world. "he destruction of 
ancient places of worship, the stilling forever of noble chimes 
that for more than a thousand years had tolled in historic Russian 
towers, were acts of xasi) unspeakable saorilige that Attila and his 
Huns would not have been guilty of. 

It is the foster-parent of international padatflst and peace 
societies, which loudly and persistently demand the abolition of 
war, the abandonment of armies and navies; yet Soviet Russia has 
the largest and best-drilled army in the world today and its fast 
equipment of tanks and tractors for war uses make its peace 
propaganda ridiculous. 

It is the avowwd enemy of capitalism: yet it is itself a 
capitalist with resources and famifioations so vast that no 
exact measure of them is possible. 

Its trading corporations or "torgs" are established in 
every country. They act as headquarters for the Soviet and 
it is through them that subversive propaganda is spread and 
active warfare is carried on against the government whose 








protection and hospitality they enjoy* 

The heads and officers of these torgs are personalities 
so vague that their identities are almost unknown* One of 
the strangest powers of Bed Russia is its ability to shroud 
the personalities of its agents in unfathomable mystery* We 
know that the Soviet trading corporation in England was long 
the shelter of injurious propaganda which became so serious 
and so dangerous that the indignant English government finally 
charged the Soviet with conducting what amounted to warfare 
against what was supposed to be a friendly government, yet 
I do not believe that one person in ten thousand could name 
the head of that dubious corporation or any member or official 
connected with lt» so successfully were their names and 
identities kept in the background, while their activities 
were attracting the notice of the world. 

The Russian Soviet has no legation or consulate in this 
country and the office in Hew York Oity of the Amtorg(American 
Trading Saxpaxattan Organization) are regarded as the official 
headauarters of the Russian Soviet in America* It is in front 
of this company's offices that anti-Red protest demonstrations 
are held, 

A great volume of business is transacted through the offices 
of this organization, including activities mysterious to the 
ordinary observer, such as the importation of huge quantities of 
anti-pyrine and ergot of rye for wholesale manufacturers of drugs. 
Though of international importance, the same vagueness applies 
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to the personal identity of its officers and members* ■ Who 
has ever beard tbe name of its president? Poes be ever 
write articles for tbe newspapers, give interviews, address 
public gatherings? is be known sociallyr Has bis picture 
ever been seen in a magazine or paper? 

The names of tbe officials are ordinary-sounding enoughf 
George, Thomas,Smith,Roberts. let Roberts,Smith,eto» are 
unable to speak English and transact business through an 
interpreter. 

une of tbe largest and strongest financial institutions 
in tbe country is tbe depository of the funds of the Amtorg 
and disburses vast sums of money on the Amtorg*s order. 

How are these sums spent? How are they invested? Wha 
profits by these disbursals? 

Russian sympathizers give as their sole argument tbe plea 
that Russia purchases commodities here and for tbe sake of 
this business we ought to endure her pernicious activities 
in this country. 

Gan this nation or any other nation, for tbe sake of trade, 
permit another nation, which is already loaded with crime, 
to make war upon us on our own soil ? Gan our government 
continue to have tbe respect and confidence of the American 
people, if,for business reasons it is willing to allow organ¬ 
ized mobs to be called out in all parts of tbe country, at tbe 
will of a foreign power, to demonstrate their growing strength, 
their hatred of everything we revere and their threat against 
tbe institutions of our government? Gan we permit them to 








operate against the children and youth of this country as 

they now are doing through the schools. i’hese misdeedsare 

not the work of Individuals but of a highly-organised dangerous 

and venomous power established here and increasing in every 

way the unseen bonds it is weaving around our institutions. 

Why should we endure this? What trade can be worth it? 

What is to be the price later of breaking these bonds and can 

we be sure that we can break them Y Have we a right to continue 
building towers and pinnacles upon our national structure of 

success and achievement while deadly foroes are at work under¬ 
mining the foundations? 
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KEUORAHDUM FOR ASSIST.JPT ATTORNEY GENERAL LUHBING. 


There Is transmitted herewith, for year 
information, photo static oepy of a letter dated. May 2, 

1930, together w ith eopy of the inclocure* received in _ 

the Bureau, from I _ 

l having reference to the Amtorg 

iftauiiag 


Very truly yours , 


Invl.tWM. 


Director , 
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RflffijKP " iNf l&» 1930 

6i~«Wle#0 ■ : 4 Vi 

Rec orded ; <>v i 3 1931 _ 


Dwr Sirs 

Receipt le acknowledged of your 
letter of Ji^r 2 t 1930 , together with inplpeure, 
haTirg reference to the Aatorg Trading OOrp. The 
Bareev tee noted the oontente thereof, r 

I wish to thank you for year internet 
in thie Better, 

very truly your*» 


Director. 
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Mr. Bohert F. ^ 

Chief, hlrlsioM «T lutein aoropoon Affair* 
D#part**nt of State, 

Washington, ». 0. ^ 

Door Mr. Kelleys 


____«» in reeoipt of inform ti ©a fro* a Mrictly 

oQnfl&entlol oouroe, referring to tho recent pahlioatien in 
the Sow Tone newepapere of efcet parpert to ho fcnselnn soviet 
dommente to tho. paeee*aian af On—loelonor of P o lice Whalen, 
of Vow York City. A photoatatio oopy of tho dipping on which 
tho referred to dorwonta apptitf i* Inclosed. The sooreo of 
mgr infornatien hoi loro* that tho doownent* oro not oathantie, 
and point* oat warlono portions of tho document# which ho 
Believes donmotmto their spurious ohnimoter. 
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Director 
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DEPARTN^NT OF JUSTICE 

WA&INGTON, D. C. 


PENALTY FOR PRIVATE USE TO 
AVOID PAYMENT OF POSTAGE $300 


OFFICIAL BUSINESS 




FXO’D/B 


H. jS. gepartment of gustier 

Bwrmi of Umiestigatiun 

Post Office Box 251 
Grand Central Station 
New York, N. Y. 


May 51, 1950 


Director 

Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Sir 




Enclosed find copy of letter received by me from the 
United States ‘'torney, Southern District of New York, concerning 
a recent rain conducted at the offices of the"Amtorg (Amtor in¬ 
come ctly^irT the U.S. Attorney’s letter) Trading Corporation, 

261 Fifth Avenue, which is self-explanatory. 


Also enclosed find copy of my letter in answer to 


same. 


In view of the character of this inquiry, I am referring 
the matter to you for such instructions as you may deem warranted 
in contemplation of the preparation of an appropriate, and possibly 
complete, answer to the Attorney’s inquiry. 

Awaiting your advice in the premises, I am, 


Very truly yours, 



C. D. McKean, 

Special Agent in Charge 
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Poet Office Was 861 
Oread Central Station 

IXO’D/B He* York, K* Y* 


May 51, 1830 


United States Attorney 

Old Post Off lea and Federal Courts Bldg. 

Park Ron 
Me* York, S.Y. 



Deer Sir: 

Replying to your letter of May 80, 1890, concerning the 
AKtai%?redlxxg Corporation of S61 Fifth Avenue, Ne* York City, I mm 
without any official information concerning the seizure of eertein 
paper* of eeid Company, as described by you. 

As no doubt you are aware the loeal newspapers within 
the recent few weeks carried full accounts of the seizure in 
Question which, an far as I recall, was engineered by the Mew York 
Police Deportment* Undoubtedly a letter of inquiry on your pert, 
addressed to said Police Department would be productive of too 
inf onset Ion you desire. In the aeantlme, however, X as referring 
your present letter to the Bureau at Washington to see if by chance 
any information is there available which would be helpful to you in 
the present instones. Upon receipt of advice from the Bureau, 1 
will again coananleate with you. 


Very truly yours. 


C. D. McKean, 

Special Agent in Charge. 

CC - Bureau 
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CAAjFHE 

ftl-6381-23 June 9, 1930. 

^^OOHS 

Hr. 0* D. McKean, 

P. 0. Box 251, 

Grand Central Station, 

Nee York City, 

Dear Sir* 

Your letter of May 31, transmitting a 
copy of a letter from the United States Attorney 
for the Southern District of Nee York, In regard 
to the alleged seizure of oertaln papers of the 
Antons Trading Corporation, 261 fifth Avenue, Nee 
York City, haa been received. 

You should advise the United States 
Attorney that your office has made no investigation 
and has no information which would probably be of 
interest to him. NO ocsaplaint has been received by 
the Bureau that a violation of any Federal statute 
has ooourred and no investigation made in connection 
with this matter. 

Very truly yours, 


Director. 
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62-2690 


Post Office Box #851 
Grand Central Station 
Seer York City. 


■ / .... 

/ifK 

I : 


14, 1930. 


Mr* Charlee H. Tattle 
United states Attorney 
Old Poet OfTioe Bldg. 
New York City. 


Attes-tMn - Ur. Catlnelle 


Dear Sir: 


Reference la node to ay letter to yea Bearing date 
of May 51, 1950 In whisk I informsd you that I wee directing 
your inquiry concerning the Aatorg Trading Corporation to the 
Bureau at Washington far further advice concerning 


1 beg new to inform you that a reply has ham re¬ 
paired from Idle Bureau advising that It ie unable to supply 
aay additional data whioh would he of halp to you at this tine. 
As t natter of fast ae no investigation hat bean nade by this 
of the oorporatiem in question, no official record eon* 
hum ie available. Hie Bureau advised that no eonplaint 
involving a violation of any Fedsral statute on the part of the 
Corporation has be.?n received upon which investigation 
it have bees predicated. 

Regretting ay inability to be of eerriee in the 
eat lnstanoe, I an 



Yery truly youra, 


0. D. IfcKEAN 
Special Agent in Charge 
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June 14, 1830 
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jUN 26 S30 


RECORDED & INDEXER 


Mr. Robert t. Kali07, ' • 

Chief, Division of Eastern European Affairs, 
Department of State, 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Kellayt 


/ ?\,.****>^ 




IT ;? 


^ am in reoeipt Of information fro® a strictly 

^orifidsntial source that according to Borlsoff, editor of 
a Russian Coomnlst newspaper, at a joint meeting of the Central 
Committee of the ^dcuauiist party of the United States and repre¬ 
sentatives of the Amtorg Trading Corp., it was decided to close 
all the archives of aepfet instructions and recommendations of 
any sources, and replace all 6f this material witty merely official 
communications of a harmless character, prepared/'in such form as 
to be ready for presentation to the proposed Congressional Com¬ 
mittee, which is to impiire into Communist activities in the united 
States. All of the Russian agencies are to receive immediate in¬ 
structions from thdebntorg Committee to surrender to the Committee 
all papers or communications from Russia or any other sources, which 
carry any kind of information of Incriminating character. The 
Central Committee of the Conwunist Party is sendiig out the same 
kind of Instructions to alLdf its organisations and agents througfai 
out the aountry. The Hew York organisations are already engaged iim t 
destroying and numerically replacing secret documents with docuiaerwf 
of a harmless character. Such documents as cannot be destroyed wj»| 
oe concealed in order that no officials will be able to obtain |j||i 
possession of them. J|| 

The Central Consult tee of the Communist Party of the Sfj 
united States, according to Dorisoff, is also preparing its full ff| 
machinery, in order that it may carry on its work in secret in Vlj 
the event its present activities are prohibited. However, the «J 
Central Committee is prepared to contest any efforts to interfere H 
with its present program. The Central Committee is also preparing* 
a special list of its membership, and in ease that Committee is H 
called upon to furnish names of Its members to the Congressional ■ 
investigating committee, the Congressional committee will he unableB 
to identify any of the names furnished. ■! 

y*”' 

. . Very truly yours. 




Director 
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S New York Agent Thinks More 
Would Be Bought in U. S. 
With More Credit. 

CONSUMPTION OF GOODS 
1 IS HEALTHY TRADE SIGN 

Banker Expects Present Business 
Ills to Be Ironed Out Before 
Many Months. 

BY JOHN F. SINCLAIR. 

The Soviet Republic is one govern¬ 
ment that , does not recognize hard 
times, at least not officially. 

1 Peter A. -(Bogdanov, chairman of the 
' Amtorg Trading Corporation, passing 
on purchasing contracts for millions o£ 
agricultural and Industrial machinery 
< from the United States for use in 
Russia, is one of the busiest men in 
New York City. 

High up in ills Fifth avenue sky¬ 
scraper office, this bewiskered Soviet 
representative spends his hours meet¬ 
ing some of tile big business leaders, 
^who hope to sell the Soviet representa- 
tive more and still more millions of 
dollars' worth of American-made goods, 

| It's just one conference after another— 
! with Bogdanov 

After office hours, he rides horse- 
1 back in the park, plays tennis and 
v/ walks. By profession a civil engineer, 
his six months' sojourn in the United 
States already has impressed him with 
the immense drive and power of Ameri¬ 
can life. 

While England sold to the. Soviet 
government approximately $44,000,000 
worth of goods in 1929, the bill of goods 
from the United States was about three 
times as much. 

From the Sovipt government stand¬ 
point, being chairman of the Amtorg 
Trading Corporation of New York is 
the most important “commercial" posi¬ 
tion a Soviet representative can fill, 
outside of the Soviet cabinet. 

"Russia would buy even more from 
the United States.’’ said Mr. Bogdanov, 
“if American banks were willing to ex¬ 
tend more credit. But until that time 
we must be content to do less business 
than we otherwise could.” 


"Expects Business Pickup. 


Dr. W. Randolph Burgess, deputy 
governor of the Federal Reserve Bank , 

of New York, believes that improve¬ 
ment in the business activity may be ^ 
expected before many months. s 

While the present depression is the 1 S 
most severe since 1921, Dr. Burgess does ( 
not believe that there is any clear evi¬ 
dence yet that the recession has come 
to an end. 

“Two important facts may, however, 
be noted about the recession. First, 
that the actual decline in the volume of 
business activity is nothing like as se¬ 
vere as might be assumed from much 
of the public discussion. The decrease 
in business since May of last year has 
been about 12 per cent. 

“The second important fact about the 
recession is that while production is 
considerably depressed, consumption is 
very little depressed.” 

Then this New York banker made 
this thoughtful statement: 

“The continuation of the consumption 
of goods at a fairly even pace by 
120,000,000 people requires a continual 
flow of goods from the wholesaler to 
the consumer and from the producer 
to the wholesaler, and this gives us as¬ 
surance that just as in former times the 
economic maladjustments of this period 
will be ironed out before many months 
have elapsed.” 

Exactly! This is the crux or the 
whole matter. The prime element, how- 
ever, as to just when consumption will 
catch up with overproduction—used in 
the popular sense—is all that stands in 
the way of saying just when business 
recovery will begin. 

Canada Will Borrow. 

Canada, one of the world’s richest 
nations, with a per capita income near 
the very top, and with her latent re¬ 
sources almost untouched, will soon be 
a borrower in the New York market. 

A low rate of interest is certain. 

Charles Stewart, Canadian minister 
of the interior, estimates that in 1927 
the national wealth, exclusive of unde¬ 
veloped natural resources, was a little 
more than $27,500,000,000. Against 
that must be placed her national debt 
at a little less than $2,250,000,000. 

Canada's internal finances now are 
in excellent shape. For the last fiscal 
year the government’s Income amounted 
to $447,000,000 and her outgo or ex¬ 
penses $402,000,000, thus closing the 
year with a surplus of $45,000,000. 

Canada’s field crop acreage in West¬ 
ern Canada increased over 8,000,000 
acres during the last 10 years. 

“No less impressive has been the 
advance of hydro-electric development, 
which in the last 10 years has had the 
effect of increasing Canada's total 
waterpower installation by roundly 
! 3,000,000 horsepower,” said Mr. Stewart. 

“Nor can her mining industry, produc¬ 
ing over $300,000,000 of new wealth 
annually, be ignored.” 

Canada's credit rating should be 
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Hurt. Movie Trade. 

The “Tom Thumb” golf courses, in 
many cities, arc having an adverse 
effect on Summer "movie” attendance. 

Springing up like mushrooms all over 
the land (Los Angeles County has over 
1 600 of them) many of them are 
reported to be coining money. 

The tiny golf course, on a vacant 
city lot, costs from $2,000 to $10,000 to 
build. A charge of from 20 cent* to 
50 cents, depending upon tne locaubn, 
is made for one round of golf. It has 
caught the popular fancy. Some are 
reported to be earning as high as $500 
a day. _ , „ 

In California, the Fox West Coast 
Theaters have definitely decided to lay^. 
out a dozen of the courses in order 
secure part of the trade. 

Nothing, on the business side of 
amusements, has brpn accepted as 
, eagerly as these miniature golf courses. 
Already there are over 25,000 operating 
now throughout the United States—and 
the Summer has only begun. 

Easy Credit Losses. 

Wroe Alderson, chain store specialist 
in the United States Department of 
Commerce, says that much of the com¬ 
mercial troubles of retail stores is due 
to "easy credit and bad debts” rather 
than “inexperience or chain store com¬ 
petition.” 

Mr. Alderson reports that of 416 
stores studied, 30 of them were on the 
verge of bankruptcy directly due to 
“bad debt;- and easy credit-.” Only 2 
of the JO laid their troubles to “chain 
store competition.” 

The report of the Department of 
Commerce on the siiuj'-'e ^ chain store 
and its relation to businev should throw 
plenty of light on merchandising sub¬ 
jects now more or less guef.O’-d at. 

Credit, that dynamite of retail bus* 
ness will take on a new meanin» - 
a nmv importance, 

(Copyrieht. 133<U 
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Soviet Exports Tons of Deli¬ 
cacy, Buying Machinery 
With Proceeds. 


Caviar lor America is one of the most 
recent products to be completely sov- 
ietized, according to reports from Mos¬ 
cow. 

Preserved sturgeon eggs, popularly 
known as caviar, continue to be one of 
the most valuable products of the Soviet 
fisheries which have now been merged 
into one big, national, government con¬ 
trolled trust, 

“The United States imported 300 tons 
of Russian caviar last year, for which 
Americans paid more than $600,000,” 


says a bulletin of the National Geo¬ 
graphic Society. 

"All of it was sold through the 
Ut iritnrg which is the Soviet govern- 
mStrptrading corporation in New York 
City, The caviar trade has been pushed 
vigorously because the Soviet govern¬ 
ment needs that $600,000 and much! 
more money to pay for the tons of cot¬ 
ton, the tractors, the electrical ma¬ 
chinery and other commodities which 
the government purchases In large 
quantities in the United States. 

"Huge, sluggish sturgeon that are 
helping the U. S. S. R. to buy Southern 
cotton, inhabit the mouths of the Volga, 
the Caspian and the Black Seas and 
various other rivers running into these 
seas. They are the largest of fresh 
water fish. Authenticated, true, scienti¬ 
fically accepted fish stories from the 
Volga report that sturgeon have been 
caught that measure 25 feet in length 
and weighed 3,000 pounds! 

"Only female sturgeon are highly val¬ 
uable because it is the fish eggs which 
fishermen chiefly seek. Enormous quan¬ 
tities of roe are found in a single fish; 
the egg mass may account for one-third 
the entire weight. 

Fish Egg Capital. 

"To catch the fish the fishermen drive 
stakes and set their nets in the form of 
large weirs, like eel weirs on a big scale. 



Bouncing bobbers warn the fisherman 
that sturgeon sw’imming up-river to 
spawn has entered his trap, 

"Having made his catch the fisherman 
sails through the dismal reaches of the 
lower Volga to Astrakhan, the caviar 
capital. Practically all the caviar that 
comes to the United States is packed in 
this island city 72 feet below sea level. 
The Caspian Sea, into which the Volga 
drains, is 85 feet below sea level. 

"Once the catch has been brought 
to the w’harf the sturgeon is imme¬ 
diately cut open and the roe emptied 
into a sieve through which the eggs 
I fall. The sturgeon eggs are submerged 
for a few minutes in a brine, which 
acts as a preservative, and then packed 
in barrels for shipment abroad. Bulk 
shipments are usually put up in small I 
cans that decorate delicatessen shelves 
after the caviar arrives in New York. 

“Sturgeon, like sharks, are very old 
fish in the history of the world. Their 
armored backs and sides make them a 
survival in the waters such as the 
armored, clumsy rhinoceros is on land, 
i In place of scales the sturgeon has 
cartilaginous plates for a coat, some 
plates being capped wdth spikes. His 
mouth, like the, shark's, is underslung, 
but, unlike the shark’s, is toothless. 

"Another product of the sturgeon is 
isinglass, which is the gelatinous wall 


of the swimming bladder. Many fishes 
yield isinglass, but the best qualities 
come from sturgeon. Isinglass is used 
to clarify wines and beers, to make 
jellies jell, to give luster to silk, to add 
to Spanish licorice, lamp black and 
water to make an India ink; to make 
'court plaster’ and, when dissolved, in 
alcohol, to make a hard, durable glue 
used to cement diamonds and repair 
broken glass and pottery. 

"Although caviar has been a prized 
and expensive table delicacy certainly 
as far back as the days of Shakespeare, 
who made Hamlet say, ‘ 'Twas caviar to 
the general,’ wealthy America is not 
the chief importer of Astrakhan caviar. 
Greece annually surpasses the United 
States in her importations of the roe. 

"The United States itself used to ex¬ 
port caviar, but that was in the days 
when sturgeon were still plentiful in 
the Great Lakes and w r ere found in 
considerable numbers in the' rivers of 
the Atlantic and Pacific Coasts. Over¬ 
fishing has seriously depleted our stur¬ 
geon fishery. 

“Caviar is but one item in the Soviet’s 
extensive fisheries, which, although the 
nation is short on ice-free seacoasts, 
are estimated to be the third most val¬ 
uable in the world, Russians used to 
consume large quantities of fish be¬ 
cause of the numerous church fast 


days. The Baltic is rich in fish, the 
White Sea and the Murman Coast are 
the home of cod, and many other fish 
in addition to seal herds, which are 
hunted annually: the numerous lakes 
yield their annual quota, the fishery re¬ 
sources of the Siberian rivers have been 
scarcely tapped, while the salmon 
streams of the Pacific Coast have not 
been exploited nearly as effectively nor 
as scientifically as the Alaskan salmon 
streams,’’ 
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July 26, 1930 

Mr. I. J. Morris, r%’i 

7236 llansc Street, ~ 

Sbreet Hill*, L.I., N.Y. 

Dear Sir: 


In your letter dated Hay 30th 
you furnished certain information oonoeraing the 
plan* of the Cceniaiet Party to destroy, conceal, and 
falsify their records in order that such record* might 
not acne into the possession of the Congressional Com¬ 
mittee which is now engaged in making an inquiry into 
Communist activities in this country. Please furnish 
ms with any further information which you might have 
concerning the activities of the Communist Party and 
its associated organizations along these lines. 

Vary truly yours. 
















Erom time to time for several years, our Information Service has been 
called on to furnish data concerning A'£TOR& to interested firms .and individuals. 


At the present time, this clever tentacle of the Third International is 
making Herculean efforts to influence linerican investors to place their chips on 
the Soviet roulette wheel. On that account, we are receiving an increased number 
of inquiries for information; and therefore, we issue this' Special Bulletin upon 
AMTOEGr, 

This interesting characteristic should he horns constantly in mind, dur¬ 
ing. the next few weeks, when the Government of the United States, through various 
of its agencies, is to he engaged in a very thorough prohe of Communist operations 
in the United States: - - 


Q ae of the constant and clever specialties of the Bolshevist organiza ¬ 
tion , in the U nited States and equally in every other land, is their indulgence 
in fast - talking and specious Frbtestations of Injured Innocence . 

He who Swallows whole their oily alibis, is the logical descendant of 
the gallihle yokel who in early circus days was..wont to place his hard-earned 
green hacks on a little green pea hidden under three little "brown.nuts. 

The analysis herewith is not written for the benefit of such folks:^we 
lay no claims to prowess in psycho-therapy nor do we desire to invade the proper 
function of the institutions for the Feeble-Minded.' 


Ue have not told all we know about AMTQRG - principally because we 
have no facilities for publishing large volumes. Interested readers may have ac¬ 
cess to much information for which we have no space in this brief analysis. 


t 


Marked passages incorporated in progressive memorandum on Radical Elements 
in the United States. } 
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What'is AMTORG ? 

1. What is AMTORG? s^AMTQRG, which is the abbreviation of "American 
Trading Organization," is the business office in the United States of the United 
Socialist Soviet Republics, which is the name by-which the Communist dictator¬ 
ship of Soviet Russia styles itself.. 

Now, the United Socialist Soviet Republics is different from all 
other existing government in several very interesting particulars, among them 
the following: 

a. All business dealings which any firm or individual in the 
world has with the land of Russia are. So far as Russia is concerned, 

/ official governmental transactions^,. You cannot sell a single bolt 

in all Russia except to> or by tlfe egress agreement of, the Soviet 
Government. A cursory study of AMTORG and of the institution of 
which it is the official .agent., .will of course, familiarize the stu¬ 
dent with the Soviet theory and'practice. 

b. \AMTORG is the sole representative in the United States of 
the"Gostor£," the State Export and Import Bureau of the Soyiet Re- 

■' public. It is the purchasing agent of the Soviet Government (See 

' "The Nation," of September. 9, 1925, Page 266). 

c. NAIJTORG is the sole representative in the. Uni tel States of 


MARCOS," LiD. London, which is the Soviet Government’s British trad¬ 
ing post.’ This connection of AMTORG with ARCOS is interesting. The 
revolutionary, seditious documents seized literally by the ton by 
the British Government in its raid of the ARCOS headquarters in May, 
1927, were of such an overwhelmingly treasonable character as to .. 
cause the British Government to recall its Moscow ambassador, to 
send the Bolshevik London ambassador home, and to sever diplomatic 
relations with the Communist government-?/ ... 


The personnel, 


and program of AMTORG are governed 


with most'rigid military dictatorship by the Soviet Government fxpm 
the home office of - AMTORG, which is at XUZNETZKY MOST, 14, MOSCOW/ 

(NOTE: The above statements, b, c, and d, may be-checked easily by 
reference to any AMTORG advertisement. The one before me is on 'page 
493 of "The Nation"^of November 10, 1926; recent ads conform.) 

- X 

e. %Jn addition to the official Soviet financisrs and executives 
detailed by the Soviet Government to duty in AMTORG,. said Soviet Gov¬ 
ernment also details for duty in AMTORG skillful agents of the G. P.U. 
or Soviet Political Police (popularly called the "Cheka".) These So- 
' s -. - viet secret service -men have a two-fold job.: to spy on AWORG offi- 

• cials and employees, and to maintain liaison with the official- United 
States branch of the Third International, which is Tinder absolute 
command of Moscow, even to .its name, recently-changed by orders from 
Moscow , to "The Communist Party U.S.A., Branch of the Third Interna¬ 
tional.’" (See "Daily Worker” in March, 1929.) - 

For a very illuminating picture .of the many Soviet organizations in 
this and other, foreign countries, ploase recall the interview on January 30,1930 o 
foreign correspondents of American'newspapers with George Bessedowsky in Paris 
Bessedowsky ran afoul of the Soviet Cheka in France. He unveiled the story of 








intrigue in the United States with AMTORG figuring as the concentration poi nt of 
j.11 revolutionary activities . Bessodowsky showed the connection between the Rus¬ 
sian Bed. Cross of New York City and AMTORG, and showed also that tho Russian Red 
Cross was being used as the "camouflage" Soviet Cheka. (Ref. A. V. 1.5*. * May 13,1930) 

"Confidential reports have kept us advised from time to time of official 
cablegrams from the' Communist International coming to the officials of the Com ¬ 
munist Party of the : United States of Americh through the AMTORG Trading Corpora ¬ 
tion!" (Ref. A.V.I.F. May 13, 1930.) . 

Further, and this is very important ; 

-.^AriTORG is financing and controls the edition of all the newspapers 
and journa).^ in the United States published under the banner of the American Com¬ 
munist Partes, especially the Jewish 'Freiheitand 'Hammer', the English 'Daily 
Worker' aricl the Russian 'Novy '.fir'. bjfhe Russian newspaper 'Novy Mir' was even 
printed in the AMTORG office, but after the Scotland Yard raid on ARCOS in London, 
the AMTORG became afraid that the same thing would happen there; then they closed 
the edition of that newspaper, and all the employees remained to work in AMTORG.':? 
(Cf.'Sketch by Eugene Miller, 1 "Bolshevist Paradise" from A.V.I.F. files.) 

We have thus established AMTORG as a closely controlled official agency 
in the United States of the Soviet Government^ 

We have shown the peculiar character of AMTORG, in that it differs from 
all other business or financial agencies in the fact that its controlling head 
is a Government, and that that government is builded upon .the premise that all 
business is the govenment's business . '■ 

. • We have shown that that Government, in conformance with its philosophy, 

exercises a rigorous, constant and thorough espionage upon the American agency 
AMTORG. 

Moscow's American Branch . 

S. Now le.t us look for a moment at another of Moscow's organizations 
in the United States: The Communist Party of America Branch of the Third Inter¬ 
national. 

It is possible that you may make an objection here. It is possible that 
you may say, "Why, we are discussing AMTORG, and not an American Political Party.'" 
But of course no intelligent man can study 'Communist affairs without discovering 
that there is .just one Communism in all the world, and that its members are more 
closely coordinated than the fingers of one's hand. 

Again to -the Communist Party. As you should not need to be told, it is 
one of 59 national branches of tho Third International of Moscow. What is the 
Third International? Well, the World-Communist movement is organized in a very 
interesting fashion, with three super-organizations. One of these is the supreme 
head, the othter two are its ocfual subordinates. The supreme head of world-Commun- 
ism is. the Communist Party of the U.S.S.Rl The inner circle of the C.P.U.S.S.R. 
is a group of ,9 men forming the Polit-Buru (Political Bureau). This inner circle 
rules, the two ancillary organizations - and they are The Soviet Government and 
The Third International .' (Ref. Official Soviet graph for the Bolshevisation of 
Asia, as published in B.A.F. Bulletin of January 11, 1929.) 

All .of the nine members of the Polit-Buru are high officials of the So¬ 
viet Government and all are high officials of the Third International .. 


To you who have studied Communism of course the above facts are not 
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nrrtmn wn. If'you still doubt. an. organization recognized even by the Soviets as a 
capable and.authentic investigator, then may we refer you to the current(1930) is¬ 
sue of "The Political Handbook of-. the World" published by Yale University. 

How then, just a word about Communism 1 s philosophy. The essence , the 
fundamental thesis , the c onsistent preaching , the constant practice , the neve r- 
dimming dream , and the eternal planning of Communism is - W ORLD COMMUNISM., It is 
unnecessary to mention this fact to any man who has studied Communism for a year 
and a half, or an hour and a half. I do not remember to have ever read a Communist 
writing of any length that did not give prominence to that doctrine; I have, never 
attended,a Communist meeting where it was not the life of the party. • 

How then: '-The Communist "Daily Worker," the official mouthpiece of the 
U.S. Branch of the movement, is a constant, consistent medium for the dissemina¬ 
tion of .AMTORG information to the Reds in the United States, and has been such • 
from the day that' AMTORG was ■bo-rn.h-.. 

I have before me files of the "Daily Worker" back to 1925, and find in 
them, among others, interesting official data.such as the following: 

AMTORG- 1 S operations against Secretary of State Kellogg; 

AMTORG'S Board of Directors election of new officers; 

Return to U. S.A. from Moscow of AMTORG 1 S President with new plans 
for operations; 

Visit of chairman of. Soviet Government Grain Department to U. S.A.and 
conference with AMTORG; 

Speeches of AMTORG representatives to wool men of U.S. Northwest; 

Visit of South American Red leader and of the President ,of AMTORG to 
Chicago together ; and so on, day after day, year after year. 

~4There is the closest friendship, closest news reporting, closest bus¬ 
iness* social and political- liaison between AMTORG and the Red leaders of the 
United States, • : ■ 


The Blackstone Hotel Meeting . 

By the way, let me refer to a recent meeting staged by AMTORG in Chicago, 
under the auspices -of "The'American-Russian Chamber of Commerce," one of AMTORG’S 
rootlets. It was held at noon, on Wednesday, April 23, 1930, in no less preten¬ 
tious place than the Blackstone Hotel. Not less than t hree-score of reputable 
American firms were■represented*. The speakers table was flanked at both ends by 
■<two Soviet "old reliables," namely A, W. Schuster of the AMTORG Trading Corporation , 
an£h.Alexander Gumberg, former clever secretary and interpreter to ("Colonel" Ray¬ 
mond Robins, who led the American Red Cross, Expedition in the-Soviet Union in 
1917-18. This redoubtable Gumberg is a brother of Zorin, editor of the Leningrad 
"Pravda," one of Lenin's most trusted lieutenants. At the Press table, Mr. Men- 
delson of AMTORG was observed cleverly "priming the correspondents with propaganda, 
printed matter, and "oral instructions". One of the "helpful" books given to each 
correspondent'and reporter was one recently published entitled "Scbviet Economic 
Development and American Business"; and its author is Saul G. Broih, at present in 
charge of ARCOS in London. ‘ ' ■ 
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Time and space prevent reporting "here the full story of that interest¬ 
ing meeting. Suffice it to say that categorical misstatements of fact, glozmg 
over of economic and financial data, and glowing "Pollyanna" prophecies charac¬ 
terized the addresses "by a couple of American "business men who see a dollar in 
the offing and promptly get moral strabismus. 

But please get this ; it probable escaped the notice of these "guests” 
at this AMTORG luncheon: On the very day this "Red-White "'.lo v e f e ast was J bg ing 
staged by AMTORG in Chicago , "TASS," the Soviet Governments telegraph agency 
cabled thus to the Communist leaders in America: 

" Let us make the World’s technical skill serve our needs . . . . E a ch 
new success of the Soviet Union is a blow against the International 
bourgeoisie* 

(That means you. Ihom‘did a Soviet leader mean when he said recently "Fe Com¬ 
munists know ho?/ to get things bought and paid for by others"?) 

The T.U.U.L. 


Mow, we must briefly discuss still another U. S. Branch of the Moscow 
outfit. This is the "TTJUL," or "Trade Union Unity League," reorganized from the 
former Trade Union Educational League last year in Cleveland, Ohio-, by William Z. 
Foster, the head of the Communist Party of the U. S.A. 

^During the six months beginning January 1, 1930, and ending June 30 , 
193Q , the Trade Union Unity League has received to be expended within those two 
dates, one million two hundred and twenty-five thousand dollars ($1,235,000.00 ) 
from Moscow, via.,the financial concern which is one of AMTORG*S pocketbooks in 
the United States? ^ 

XThifi money was specifically stipulated to be spent for Communist organir 
zation and'propaganda.* The first consignment came to the TUUL in Cleveland, Ohio, 
in February, 1930; but the plans for it were made several months before, and in 
part by.certain Moscow officials who were in conference in AMTORG'S New York 
offices’'-* 

\ 

Boring Within Labor 

AMTORG*S interest is not merely in selling goods to Americans and in 
buying goods from Americans. As long as three years ago, or in June, 1927, the 
Communist forces in New York, which are as close to AMTORG hourly as you are to 

your family were rather boldly carrying on a guerrilla warfare in the A.F. of 

L. to get control of the Fur Workers Organizations . The operations were conducted 
by Ben Gold, "The Moscow ’straw boss"', and Moscow’s inroads into these crafts 
were exposed and Edward J. Grady, a valiant chieftain of the A.F. of L., conducted 
a happily fairly successful war against the Moscow agents. Why the Furriers or¬ 
ganizations? Let Grady answer that question: "Because nearly all of the fur^* - 
come from Russia, and they come through AMTORG, the Soviet Trading Organization im 

For a clear account of this rascally attempt by this Moscow outfit to 
lead American labor by the nose, read the editorial of the Editor of the Inter¬ 
national Labor News Service, Mr. Chester W. Wright, as published in many papers, 

among these the "American Constitution" of June 15, 1927. 

Or, if that be not enough, read the article by George Gamer on page 69 
of the "Manufacturers Record" of May 13, 1926: 
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"1. .Russia is working aggressively to develop American trade and credits 
to a point which she hopes will virtually compel^recognition of the Soviet 
Government hy the Government of the United States, 

"2. American industry and "business are extending generous credits to Rus¬ 
sia in indicated confidence that such recognition will, in reasonable time, 

"be granted, almost throiigh economic compulsion. 

"The first of these disclosures was made to me in conversation with J. P . 
Nikonov? of the technical department of AE.CPORG Trading Corporation of New 
York City.. 

"We want recognition "by the United States in order to facilitate American 
credits," said Mr. Nikonow. 

"Conversely, Russia is getting American credits in order to facilitate Ameri¬ 
can recognition - although Mr. Nikonow did not go that far in his statement." 

" Although unobt rusive alm ost to the point of se cretiveness , the Russians at 
the convention were ver:/, very busy. ’We have made many valuable contacts 
and interested a large amount of business,’ Mr. Nikonow told me.. .. 


"First explaining to me that the AMTOP.G Trading Corporation is a Russian 
buying and selling agency, representing the Soviet'Government and ’ about 
700 Private concerns , 1 Mr. Kikopow gave me a statement, which continued: 

’MThe AMTOEG Trading Corporation of New York/established in May, 1924, has 
grown to be one of the largest agencies of trade between the Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics and the United States of America, et$< . 

" J We are greatly pleased to mention that the American manufacturers - at 
least, a number of some of the most important firms -begin to realize the 
above facts*.' ........... 

more insidious and convincing propaganda for recognition could well 
have been devised. The bait of great, profitable trade with Russia is 
dangled before the eyes of American business, and business is nibbling at 
it with such eagorness^that in time Uncle Sam may swallow it and the hook 
to which it is attached^*- 

"According to Mr. Nikonow, ’the AMTOPG, 1 as he calls his company, repre¬ 
sents the Soviet Government and ’about 700 private concerns.’ According 
to the Commercial ■•Handbook of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics , the 
Soviet Government is directly, financially interested in a large number of 
these concerns - an interest, in each, running ’generally for 50 per cent.' 
Says the Handbook : 1 _ 

11 ' Foreign trade is a Government monopoly , controlled through the Commissariat 
for Trade and Commerce. Trade is conducted hy agencies of the Commissariat. 

. (and) by a few mixed companies, operating under license, in 

which the Government hold's a participating interest ( generally 50 per cent ), 
and by a few foreign firms operating under special agreements . The mixed 
companies and the .foreign firms usually have a special limited scope.’" 

* ' 

The Sham Uncovered 


One's judgment is never bettei* than his information. No appraisal of AMTORG 
can he authentic or safe without the consideration of the following facts, which 
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are part of the authenticated report of a man who for many years enjoyed the in¬ 
ner confidence of the Third International: 

Ml£s an American corporation, AMTORG is a sham. The capital stock was 
paid for by the Soviet .Government and only tried and true Communists can hold 
the high positions since it is necessary under the law that shakes of stock he 
in their names;; ' y 

J lThe Political.Bureau in Moscow insists that each director Before he 
leaves Moscow sign notes double the amount of his stock holdings^' y 

"In order to get the indispensable visa, these directors are described 
as envoys of this or that Soviet organization, intrusted with the purchase of 
enormous quantities of American products. In my case, I shamelessly pretended 
that the ’Gostorg,’ another Soviet agency, had delegated me t<p purchase 10,000 
American tractors. Upon arrival in New York I was to subscribe to $1,000,000 
worth of AMTORG stock and thus have my visa extended.. 

•'Pianitzky, one of the members of the Comintern (executive committee 
of the Third International), told me that the Komintern’s work in America was 
hampered hy the impossibility of creating a powerful Communist party. Moscow 
had sent orders and plenty of money , but, the masses did not rise. 

"'The unemployed are not reached by our propaganda, though our sutsidies 
amount to $100,000 .a .year',. Pianitzky said, 'The Profintern (Red labor union 
International) sends a further $2^)000 to the League for Syndicalist Propaganda'. 


>'’Therefore %he Komintern has decided to send' two energetic delegates 
to the United States to manage the party and the league both. Both are Germans 
so if they are discovered Moscow cannot be accused of fomenting disorder . Their 
names are Wagner and Neumann. If necessary, you could give ...these two comrades 
advances put of the AMTORG funds , up to a maximum of $10,000/and Berlin will 
reimburse vqu.’ _ 

also had a conference with Berzin, chief of the military espionage. 

He explained that there were two illegal organizations at work in America, with 
Hew York for headquarters. Their objects were technical espionage - military an d 
naval . The head of both organizations carried a Polish passport and was one of 
the best Soviet spies . His ostensible occupation was the importation on a small, 
scale of medicinal herbs, particularly, licorice. ,Ke might in that capacity come 
to the AMTORG offices from time to time, 

"Finally, I had an interview with Trillissor, chief of the foreign sec¬ 
tion of the G.P.U. (Secret Police). 'b^cjbe G.P.U. , it seemed, could not get any¬ 
where in the United States because it hadn’t enough money, so its activities were 
practically limited to keeping an eye on the AMTORG . The head of the G.P.U. in 
the United States was a certain Gordon, though I am not gure whether he used that 
name in America. Ostensibly he was a clerk at the AMTORG. 

''There is some talk today of sending another G.P.U. man to America to 
look after the delicate question of the transmission, of reports. The man selected 
is Dr. Scheftel, who could travel as delegate of the Soviet Red Cross." 

(Cf. Photostat #10 AMTORG File, B.A.F.) 

Now let me quote from a statement made by representative Hamilton Fish, 
Jr. , of New York City, -in. the House of Representatives, on May 22, 1930: 
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:B There is one thing you can say about the communists which .does not 
apply equally to the Democrats or the Republicans in this country. Tie conv- 
munists adhere strictly to their platform and their platform is, world revolu¬ 
tion, the destruction of capitalism, and the promotion of atheism and class 
hatred. The communists in America are just the sane as the communists all over 
the world. They take their orders directly from the Thii*d International- , with 
headquarters at Moscow.^. 

, (Cf. Congress Investigation Rile, Galley Proof #35,048). 

Communism’s Aid Societies in America 

One last notation. A very typical and a very influential American 
advocate of United; States recognition of the Communist dictatorship may be used 
as a sample of his sort. I refer to Colonel Hugh M. Cooper, & hydro-electrical 
engineer-who-has long been-one of the foremost propagandists for recognition of 
Soviet Russia. 

• » 

On May 18, 1928, Col. Cooper made an address before the Credit Associa¬ 
tion of the-'Building Trades of Hew York on "The Russian Situation. " Among other 
things in this report, the bland Col. Cooper said that Premier Rykoff told him 
that the "Russian" (Soviet) Government, "was willing to withdraw its program of 
-world revolution." How much reliance will the.thoughtful person place upon the 
blindly trusting and personally financially interested pronouncements of Col. ..- 
Cooper? Read on and decide for yourself. At the very moment when Premier Rykoff 
was pouring these bland assurances into the ears of Colohel Cooper, M. Rykoff,’ 
the elder Rykoff 1 s nephew, ■•was calling together in Cassel, Germany, a secret 
conference of one of the most important sub-commissions of the Communist Inter¬ 
national: THE COMMISSION CHARGED WITH DEVELOPING REVOLUTIONARY PROSPECTS IN . 
FOREIGN ARMIES AND NAVIES.' 

Only four days prior to Col. Cooper's bland assurances to tlie New York 
business men, young Rykoff was delivering to the delegates of this treasonable 
commission, including the delegates from the United States, the orders of the 
elder Rykoff relative to the broadening and intensifying of the Soviet's activi¬ 
ties within foreign armies and navies. Young Rykoff 'emphasized the instructions 
of Moscow that communists should continue working to organize, a force that' could 
be used in the : event of disturbances breaking put in any comer of the world, .and 
insisted on the Communist International's need ’ for greater disturbances in the 
near future holding out the threat that without such results Moscow could not 
continue to support the communist movement in various countries ( including the 
United States)] 

(Cf. Conf. May 28, 1928 and.A.V. I.F., May 29, 1928.) 

Bukharin Tips His Hand . 

In perfect concord with the above treasonable activity, is the report of 
MeIJC 18 of the same year which quotes Nikolai Rijkharin, President of the Communist 
(ThiVd) International 'in Moscow, as followsdjjThe- Soviet Government can never be 
successful until, there is a world revolution $*td it is the duty of the 'Inter-' ’ 
national * to arrange: this.as soon as possible,^ Bukharin made this statement 
before the Congress of the Young Communist International '• then in session. 







It has 'oeen necessary to deal at some length with this AMTORG mattei'. 

You may he assured that, lengthy though this article is, we have hut scratched 
the surface of the overwhelming mass of data concerning this organization. If 
it he possible that a truly patriotic citizen might*, in. light of the above facts, 
still ho kindly disposed toward AMTORG, on the ground that AMTORG promises at¬ 
tractive economic roturns, then there would seem lo he little use for further 
argument. However, wo do not believe that a patriotic citizen once apprized of 
the nefarious scheming of the Third International, and of all of its branches, 
against this republic will permit his interest in financial gain to weigh in the 
balance against his regard for the institutions of his country. 

Honesty for Policy is not Safe Honesty. 

And in the bare matter of monetary considerations he will know if he 
studies AMTORG and its parent that the organization which rests upon dishonosty, 
chicane, revolution, and destruction, trill meet‘its obligations only so long as 
it deems it politically expedient to do so. Tho-thoughtful American investiga¬ 
tors of this phase of the matter are in accord with the following calm pronounce¬ 
ments from men who certainly may not be accused' of being narrow-mindedly hostile 
to the Soviet Government since they are men who, on the contrary, are known to'be 
if anything, unduly lenient in' their attitude toward Bolshevia: 

Professor Arthur Fisher in his "Soviet Russia- in. tho Second Decade" 
reports verbatim his interview with Adolph Joffe, the chief leader in the Soviet 
Concessions Committee, as follows: " Every concession whatever kind it may he is 
nevertheless of political importance . 11 Then, going on with the account as re¬ 
ported by R. A. McRejmolds in'the ^'Shop Review"-of April, 1930:- - 

“All chance of being recognized by the United States would be. lost If 
the holders of concessions were treated like the peasants. But if the time 
comes when Russia no longer needs foreign loans or their machinery, wo may.ex¬ 
pect that concessions would become scraps of paper." 

Professor Fisher then continues: 

". . . . . Russia under .the present rogime has yet to establish a tradi¬ 
t ion of any very continuous or long-standing respect for obligations or any 
capacity to carry out political changes and economic growth in an orderly and 
peaceful fashion. The absence of such a record must, be weighed as one of the 
risks to which foreign capital subjects itself on entering Russia." 

Finally I quote a man notorious in .America for his kindly attitude 
toward radicalism, including Communist radicalism; Oswald Garrison'Villard, irT 
which he points out that the great crime of the communists against civilisation 
is their brazen denial of liberty . Reporting the statement made , to him by a Coja*? 
munist in Russia that anti-Communists would not be allowed to publish their -Yiews 
in Russia, Villard says:- "The Russian leaders have made the grave mistake of 
identifying their now form of Government with a bloody despotism. " .... ."No 
one \dao has witnessed this Russian experiment and sensed its significance can 
remain unmoved by the human elements involved and by its dramatic quality. The 
deeper, therefore, tho rogret that the men who are doing these titanic things are 
savagely crushing their critics or opponents, are shooting, imprisoning, and 
exiling precisely as did the Czar." .. 

(Ref. The Shop Review - April, 1930.) 







• » 

10. 's&MTORG is a mainspring and reservoir in the United States of America 
for the ACTIVITIES, FALLACIES, AMD MACH I NAT IMS 0E THE THIRD INERNATIONAL CE 
MOSCOW. _X 


AH INTERESTING LIST OE COMMUNIST SUBSIDIARIES IN THE UNITES STATES' 


It is believed that it will be very helpful to the student of Communist 
intrigue-.to have at hand the following list of the principal activities and or¬ 
ganizations working under the direction of Moscow in the United States at the 
present time. Eew people realize that the principal activities of Communism are 
carried on through subsidiary or. auxiliary organizations operating under non- 
Communist names. It is in these groups that the bulk of the Communist strength 
is to bo found, amounting to approximately two million'members. The principal 
organisations of Communism operating in most instances under non-Communist. names 
organized by or controlled and officered by Communists are given in the following 
list - - * recently compiled by the Amorican Vigilant Intelligence Federation of 
Chicago, a cooperating organization of the Bettor America Federation: 


1. Workers International Relief. 

2. International Labor' Defense. 

3. All-America Anti-Imperialist League. 

4. National Council for the Protection 

of Foreign Born Workers. 

5. American Negro Labor Congress.' 

6. Anti-Fascisti League of North America, 

7. Anti-Horthy League. - 

8. United Farmers' Educational League. 

9. American Society for Cultural Relations 

with Russia. ’ ■ . - ; \ 

10. Friends of the Soviet Union. 

11. Federated Press, 

12. Labor Research Association. • 

13. Labor Sports Union. " : 

14. John Reed Club. 

15. United Council of Working Class Housewives 

16. United ..Council of Working Class Women.' 

17. Workers Library Publishers. 

18. International Publishers. 


19. Young Communist League of 

America 

20. Youhg Pioneers of America. 

21^ Russian Cooperative Ass'n. 

22. Jewish Freiheit. 

23. ■ Bezhoshnik (Russian Godless Soc.) 

24. United Workers Cooperative 

: ■ Associntiori(Camps Nitgedaiget) 

25. Russian 'Mutual Aid Society. 

26. Hungarian Sick & Death Benefit 
Society. 

27. Independent Workmen's Circle^ 

28. I. C. O.R. (Society for Coloniz- 
> , ' ing Russia). 

29. Russian Reconstruction Farms. 

30. Proletarian Dramatic Ass'n of 
America. 

31. ' AMTOEG Trading Corporation. 

32. Soviet Union.Information 
Bureau. 


25 . TRADE UNION UNITY LEAGUE AND ITS' SECTIONS: 


(1) Agricultural Workers Industrial Union 

(2) Amalgamated Clothing Workers Industrial 

Union. 

(3) Building Maintenance Workers Industrial 

Union, 

(4) Cleaning and Laundry Workers Industrial 

— . , Union. 

(5) Food and Packing House Workers 

Industrial Union. 

Jewelry Workers Industrial Union. • 

(7) National Metal Workers Industrial 

League. 

(8) Marine Workers Industrial League. 

(9) National Railroad Workers Industrial- 
League, 


(10) .Needle Trades Workers Industrial 
League.' 

(11) Nat'l Auto Workers Industrial 
Union. 

(12) Lumber Workers Industrial Union. 

(13) No-tional Textile Workers Union. 

(14) Shoe Workers Industrial Union. 

(15) National Miners Union. 

(16) Rubber Workers Industrial Union. 

(17) Painters Industrial Union. 

(18) Furniture Workers Industrial 
■ Union. 

(19) Negro Section. 

(20) Women's Section. 

(21) Youth Section. 
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MEMORANDUM TOR UR. HUGE NT DODDS, ACTING HEAD, CRIMINAL DIVISION, I 


wr • 


Receipt la acknowledged of your matBorandun of July 
31, 1990., Vo which was attached a eonnunioation dated July £8, 
1930, addreseed to the Department by Lieutenant H. t, Bre ekel, 

U, S. N. R., concerning alleged aotivltiee on the part of the 
'5 Amtorg Trading Corporation in the United States. 

Very truly your a, 


Director. 



X 



July 31, 1950• 


memorandum re telephone call from Mr. Dodge. 


M r. Dodge 3„dd Y/ilbnr 'Forest, Herald Tribune, had called him 
regarding some recent article concerning the Amtorg case in 
Dew York and wanted to talk with Mr. Hoover about it. Mr. 
Hoover told Mr. Dodge that be did not know anything about our 
Agents working on it and that the U. S. -attorney in hew York 
was the proper person to see. 

/ j 

/ 

LIO'B. 
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Mr. Robert I. Kelley, 

Chief, Division of Eastern European Affairs, 
Department of State, 

Washington, D, C* 

Dear Mr. Kelley: 


5 



Information has been received frees 
a atriotly^oofiRKl^Siftl source to the effect that the 
?Amtorg officials are very much disturbed over the recent 
Congressional investigations and the unfavorable publicity 
which their organization J.s receiving in the United States. 

It 1 b reported, that one.faxotleff, who is connected with 
the Asrtorg, stated that in the event Amtorg has to dis¬ 
continue its operations in the United States the plan otim 
the Soviet g ov er n m ent will be seriously disrupted, espeef 
just at this time when the U. S. s. R. is attempting to 
out the "five year plan*. It is reported that Bogdanoi_, 
Chairman of the Amtorg, has stated that ih the event the 
United States puts into effect embargos on Soviet merchandise, 
and the press continues its campaign against Amtorg, the 
American bankers and business-men will become frightened and 
will be afraid to continue their dealings with the Soviet 
government. Bogdanoff is alleged to have stated further 
that such a condition might cause a serious oriels in the 
Soviet Union, where the only hope of the government and the 
masses .1* concentrated on the "five year plan”, and that 
without the help of the United SteteB the "five year plan" 
will fall. Y&xotleff is alleged to have stated that the 
failure of the "five year plan" might mean a counter¬ 
revolution in many parts of the Soviet Union. 


Very truly youfi 


r'dv 


-h 


mo 


Director 










AMTORC SIliED LINK 
IN FINANCING REDS 


Papers of Ex-Soviet Agent, Read; 


tatives, he said, deduct varjadlj sums 
which go to aid Commu^^B work 
here. One of the firms i^^B.ioned 
by Mr. Leary as making srai pay¬ 
ments was the Eitingen-Schild Cor¬ 
poration, of which Matty Eitengen is 
president, and which holds a $30,000,- 
000 fur concession from the Soviet 
Government. 

A large part of yesterday’s session 
was devoted to testimony on Com¬ 
munist activities among Negroes. 
The witnesses were Phillip Ran- 


... , 1 dolph, president of the Brotherhood 

at inquiry, Show Plan of [of Pullman Porters, Alderman Fred 


Payment to Leaders Here. 


LYONS URGES SUPPRESSION 


Inspector Advises Outlawing of 
All Reds — Fish Committee 
Questions Negro Leaders. 

V X - v -" .’"v., t- . Ac W'Ad ' V-" 

i/ . ----* 1 1 

How American Communists get 
money for their subversive work in 
the United States and the part 
played in these transactions by the 
Amtorg Trading Corporation, the 
Soviet commercial agency in this 
country, was told by witnesses yes¬ 
terday before the Congressional com¬ 
mittee investigating Communist ac¬ 
tivities. 

With the Amtorg continuing to 
play the central part in the inquiry, 
further evidence purporting to show 
the direct contact between Moscow 
and American Communists was ad¬ 
duced when Inspector John A. 
Lyons, head of the radical bureau 
of the Police Department was re¬ 
called to the stand. 

Hamilton Fish Jr., chairman of the 
committee, asked the inspector's 
views as to what ought to be done 
with the Communists as a party. 
Taking Mr. Fish’s question as his 
cue, the inspector declared that the 
Communists should be suppressed en¬ 
tirely-outlawed. 

“Do you think the Communists 
should be suppressed, outlawed as a 
party?” asked Mr. Fish. 

Says Reds Represent Violence. 

“I do,” replied Inspector Lyons 
without hesitation. “Simply because 
they do not represent a political 
party, but organized violence direct¬ 
ed toward the overthrow of the gov¬ 
ernment.” 

Mr. Fish nodded his head approv¬ 
ingly. 

Another witness who helped to cast 
light on how money reached Ameri¬ 
can. Communists from Moscow was 
John J. Leary Jr., labor editor of 
The New York World, who, after 
telling of Communist work in the 
needle trades, declared that Ameri¬ 
can merchants holding contracts 
with the Soviet Government turn 
over money to Communist represen¬ 
tatives here as payments to Moscow 
' n these contracts. These represen-i 


R. Moore and Dr. F. Ethelred 1 
Brown, a Negro clergyman of Har¬ 
lem and a Socialist. Representative 
Bachman of West Virginia criticized 
Dr. Blown for being a Socialist but 
was cut short by other members of 
the committee as pursuing an ir¬ 
relevant line of inquiry. The sub¬ 
stance of the testimony of the Negro 
leaders was that Communism .was 
making little, if any, inroads among 
the Negroes. 

Reads Bessedovsky’s Charges. 

A feature of Inspector Lyons’s 
testimony, was his reading into the 
record of revelations made recently 
by Gregory Bessedovsky. former 
Soviet Charge d’Affaires in Tokyo 
and in Paris, who, upon breaking 
with the Soviet Government, made 
charges concerning many of the se- j 
crets and inner workings of the So¬ 
viet regime, including the methods ! 
employed by the Communist Inter- 1 
national. 

Part of Bessedovsky’s revelations 
concerned Moscow’s intrigues in 
America and the utilization of the 
Amtorg as a channel of Communist 
propaganda in the United States. 
Bessedovsky’s revelations, Inspector 
Lyons told the committee, bear out 
the implications of the Amtorg docu¬ 
ments made public by Grover A. 
Whalen, former Police Commission¬ 
er, who told the committee on Fri¬ 
day that the documents showing how 
Moscow is using the Amtorg as a 
channel of communication with Reds 
in this country were “genuine be¬ 
yond doubt.” 

The papers have been denounced' 
as forgeries by Peter A. Bogdanov, 
chief of the Amtorg. which on Tues¬ 
day will have an opportunity to re¬ 
fute the genuineness of the docu¬ 
ments when its representatives ap¬ 
pear before the committee. Tomor¬ 
row at Police Headquarters members 
of the committee may go into secret I 
session with Inspector Lyons and I 
undercover men who, Mr. Whalen | 
said, obtained the documents from 
original Amtorg files. At this ses- ; 
sion, behind closed doors, Mr. Fish, 
his colleagues and the policemen 
will examine evidence dealing with 
the documents, the revelation of 
which, in detail, according to Mr. 
Whalen, would endanger the lives of 
the men responsible for its discovery I 
and of their families. 

Evidence bearing on the Amtorg 
documents, on the alleged existence 
in this country of a branch of the 
Ogpu (Soviet secret police), and the 
revelations of Bessedovsky will be 
gone over. How far the New York , 
police have been able to check up on 
the Bessedovsky revelations was not 
disclosed by Inspector Lyons, but the 
manner in which he read the Bes¬ 
sedovsky material into the record 
suggested 1 that the police found 
therein confirmation of their own in¬ 
formation. 

Explains Financing by Moscow. 

The substance of the Bessedovsky 
revelations, so far as the financing / 
by Moscow of Communist propaganda 
here is concerned, was that such 
subsidies were transferred to the 
Amtorg for distribution to American 
Communists through the Soviet 
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agency In Berlin. These subsidies 
have increased in recent years, ac¬ 
cording to Bessedovsky. In addition 
to spending about $100,000 a year on 
propaganda in the United States, 
Moscow has permitted the American 
Communist party, according to this 
information, to draw emergency 
funds through the Amtorg to the 
amount of $10,000 a year. Further¬ 
more, the Red Trade Union Interna¬ 
tional, with headquarters in Moscow, 
contributes $25,000 a year to propa¬ 
ganda in American trade unions, 
Bessedovsky revealed, while $60,000 
, a year is being spent by the Soviet 
j Government on its Ogpu branch in 
the United States. This money is 
being spent on espionage work, in- 
I eluding work in the army and navy, 

, he asserted. 

One of the functions of the Ogpu 
In America, according to Bessedov¬ 
sky, is to keep a close eye on the 
officials and employes of the Amtorg. 

The amounts mentioned by Besse¬ 
dovsky and the particular purposes 
^ for which they are intended were 
■ obtained by him, according to the 
statement read into the record by 
Inspector Lyons, from high Soviet 
officials and leaders of the Commu¬ 
nist International at the time when 
Bessedovsky had been ordered to 
New York to take charge of the 
Amtorg, a commission he was un¬ 
able to fulfill because the American 
Government refused to grant him a 
visa. Bessedovsky revealed that the 
Communist leaders in Russia were 
not satisfied with the accomplish¬ 
ments of the Communists in the 
United States', believing that Mos¬ 
cow was getting little in return for 
its money, as the Communists here 
seemed unable to make much head¬ 
way either in the trade unions, 
among the general public or among 
the Negroes, who now appear to be 
one of the chief points of concentra¬ 
tion of Communist efforts. 

Leader Quoted on Work Here. 

, The information concerning Mos- 
I cow’s financial subsidies to Ameri¬ 
can Communists, Bessedovsky re- 
j vealed, was given to him in Moscow 
| by Piatnitsky. a leader of the Comin¬ 
tern (Communist International). Piat¬ 
nitsky complained, however, that 
“the results of our work in the Unit¬ 
ed States are as yet negligible, due 
to the weakness of the American 
Communist party. 

“The Comintern is receiving fre¬ 
quent reports from America and is 
issuing its orders how to use to ad¬ 
vantage events in the United States,” 
Bessedovsky quoted Piatnitsky as 
saying. “We know that our Ameri- 
; can comrades work under very diffi¬ 
cult conditions. American workers 
are not used to being members of a 
j separate proletarian party. Furtber- 
■’ more, the Communists are hindered 
in their work by the great hold which 
; the American Federation of Labor 
j has upon the workers. When our 
; comrades point to all this, they are 
certainly right, but they forget that 
there are great numbers of discon¬ 
tented people in America. What 
about the 12,000,000 Negroes and the 
millions of unemployed and the dis¬ 
satisfied farmers? It is among these 
• that the revolutionary movement in 
the United States must begin, and 
not among the building trades, the 
machinists and the miners, who have 
been corrupted by the sops obtained 
| for them from the capitalists first 
bv Samuel Gompers and now by Wil 
liam Green. 

“It is also necessary to utilise 
those millions of workers who have 
! not yet become assimilated in the 
United States, who are working un¬ 


der sweatshop conditions and repre¬ 
sent a fertile field, therefore, for our 
propaganda. Theh Negroes are al¬ 
most entirely outside of our in¬ 
fluence, and yet the Negro question 
could play in the American revolu¬ 
tion the same part which was played 
in the Russian revolution by the 
land problem. The unemployed also 
have not been used to sufficient ad¬ 
vantage Ujy our American comrades.” 

All this, according to Bessedovsky, 
was told him by Piatnitsky by way 
of guidance in Bessedovsky’s work 
in the United States as the pros¬ 
pective chief of the Amtorg and se¬ 
cret head of Communist propaganda 
in this country. 

Quotes Plan to Use Germans. 

Continuing to quote Piatnitsky, 
Bessedovsky declared: 

“The Comintern decided also to 
send to the United States two ener¬ 
getic comrades who should, on the 
spot, help direct the work of the 
party and the propaganda among 
the trade unions. They are Ger¬ 
mans, so that in the event they are 
caught the American Government 
will not be able to accuse Moscow. 
You know the American Communist 
party is being financed by us through 
our Berlin agency, but I will ask 
you, in extreme cases, to lend them 
certain sums, not over $10,000, from 
Amtorg funds. These sums will be 
later remitted from Berlin.” 

“After Piatnitsky I visited Bersin, 
the chief of the Soviet Military In¬ 
telligence Service,” Besedovsky re¬ 
veals, speaking of himself. “From 
him I learned that two undercover 
organizations are working in the 
United States with headquarters in 
New York. The chief aim of these 
organizations is technical espionage 
and the gathering of information 
concerning the United States Army 
and Navy. One of the best Soviet 
spies by the name of Filin (pseudo¬ 
nym: Semion) is at the head of these 
organizations. For a long time he 
lived in the United States on a Po¬ 
lish passport and was a buyer of 
medical herbs, mainly licorice. This 
gave him an opportunity to visit the 
Amtorg for the ostensible purpose 
of arranging for shipments of lico¬ 
rice. Tnere he would meet Moscow 
representatives who came to the 
United States to place orders for 
military supplies. They would tell 
Filin of their needs and would ob¬ 
tain from him valuable information 
which they would carry back to Mos¬ 
cow. Bersin did not have a high 
opinion of the American Intelligence 
Service. He boasted that valuable 
information was being smuggled out 
of the United States under the very 
noses of the police.” 

Tells of Ogpu Branch Here. 

"I also visited Trilliser, head of 
the Foreign Department of the 
Ogpu,” continued Bessedovsky, de¬ 
scribing his preparations to come to 
the United States. “He explained to 
me that the work of the Ogpu in 
America was not extensive, mainly 
because it required large expendi¬ 
tures. The man who was instructed 
to supervise this branch of the work 
was Gordon. He is an important and 
trusted member of the Communist 
party. Officially he occupies the po¬ 
sition of manager of one of the de¬ 
partments of the Amtorg, For the 
purpose of political espionage a small 
secret organization was created, 
headed by a Latvian, Alksnis, an im¬ 
portant member of the G. P. U. 
Dr. Sheftel, who as slated to be¬ 
come chief of the, oviet Red Cross 
in America, was *ij work hand in 
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hand with this organization. Trilli¬ 
ser told me that $60,000 was spent 
yearly on the G. P. U. in America.” 

Bessedovsky revealed that when 
the American Consulate in Riga re¬ 
fused him a visa the Amtorg pro¬ 
tested to the authorities in Washing¬ 
ton but to no avail. 

Outlines Reds’ War With Union. 

Mr. Leary told of the war waged by 
the Communists for the capture' al^' 
the International Ladies Garment 
Workers' Union. He told of the visit''— 
paid by a certain Soviet representa- . 
tlve in 1920 to Benjamin Schleslnger, ’’ 
president of the I. L. G, W. U., who 
presented to Mr. Schlesinger an ulti¬ 
matum that he turn over the orga¬ 
nization to the Communists. It was 
after Mr. Schlesinger’s expulsion of 
this man from his office that Moscow 
opened its campaign through its local 
emissaries to gain control of the 
union, Mr. Leary said. Immediately 
thereafter the Freiheit, Yiddish Com¬ 
munist daily, was established, and, 
the Trade Union International 
League, headed by William Z. Foster, 
as an instrument of penetration into 
American unions, was formed. 

“By 1925 the Communists were in 
control of the International Ladles 
Garment Workers’ Union,” Mr. Leary 
said. “In 1926 they launched their 
famous strike, in which 40,000 work¬ 
ers were involved, a strike marked 
by a campaign of terrorism, constant 
assaults and even bribery of the po¬ 
lice. The strike ended disastrously. 

The workers lost $30,000,000 in wages 
and the employers $50,000,000. The 
conduct of the strike cost the union j 
$3,500,000, $1,000,000 of which, de- 
posited in the union treasury in guar- 1 
antee bonds by employers having 
agreements with the union, was 1 
stolen by the Communists.” 

Since the strike the Communists 
have been driven out of the orga¬ 
nization. 

Recalls Fur Strike. 

A similar story was told by Mr. 
Leary regarding the fur strike of. 
1926. 

“This strike was finally settled by 
Matty Eitingcn of the Eilingen- 
Schild Corporation,” Mr. Leary said. 

“It was settled overnight after many 
weeks of struggle. Mr. Eitingen, 
whose firm has a $30,000,000 fur con¬ 
cession from the Soviet Government, 
returned from a visit to Russia and 
went into conference with the strike 
leaders. An immediate settlement 
followed. What the inference is I 
leave to the committee.” 

“I do not believe (hat much j 
money is sent to the Communists ■ 
here directly from Moscow,” Mr. , 
Leary said. “I think most of it is j 
deducted from payments received by 
Soviet representatives here from •. 
American firms.” 

Mr. Leary told the committee that' 
Communist agents come into the 
United States on false or forged pass¬ 
ports and many of them make their 
way into the country as seamen. 

Says Strike Alms Are Political. 

He also told of the work of the 
Communiets among the miners and 
in the textile industry, covering the 
Passaic strike and the strikes in 
Lawrence and New Bedford, Mass., 
and in Gastonia, N. C. 

“In all of these strikes the aims 
are political," he said. “Whereas 
the legitimate union is out to raise 
wages, the Communists are out to 
raise hell. Foster, in his articles on 
strategy, lays down, the proposition 
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that every strike is 


training ground for revolution 


I .!•» Lorry estimated there were about 20,000 Communists in Haw York. Ho 
pointed out, however, that the number of sympathizers ’..'as greater. 

' r. Randolph told the committee thet while for the past year and a aslf 
Gomptunist activities among Hoboes have increased considerably there was little 
evidence t.ir.t they were making any progress. 

"Though the number of I’egroes in the Communist party is very small, 
say there nas been an incr .ase in Communist sympathy among negroes, ! 1'r. 
said. 

''1 think that Communist activity among Hcgroes in \ meric a is inspired from 
I.lose 0 * 7 . This explains t.ie increase of activity. 


X should 
Randolph 


'"lucre is a discontent and unrest among negroes as a whole due to a rocrudes- 
conca of lynching, extensive peonage in th. south, a'o in Georgia, Xilabara, Texas, 
and to the disfranchisement of the Iiegro in Southern States. The recant matter 
concerning the Ho.gro Told Otar mothers, who were segregated from the whites and 
t 'Gated as menials, has also met with resentment from negroes. 
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, r. Randolph said that the best way to fight communism, among i'egroes Ls to 
correct the abuses from which negroes are suf ‘ering. 

Asked to state the number of negroes in the Communist party , r. .andolph 
said that he did. not think it was more than 50. 

JLderman 1 oore told the committee from the outsat t '.at he did not know mi ch 
about communism., except that ”it doesn't amount to much among I’Togroes." 

Or. Drown concluded his testimony with a criticism of the police in Harlem, 
ne charged the police with being brutal at times and provocative of lawlessness and 
disorder." 


This, he said, only tends to help the Communists. 


r Shortly after the opening of yes¬ 
terday’s hearing Chairman Fish de- 
! nied the charge appearing in the 
i press as a statement by Foster that 
Mr. Fish was the owner of tene¬ 
ments where “hundreds died of con¬ 
sumption.” 

“While I am reluctant to comment 
on stories appearing in the public 
press and to issue denials, I want to 
I deny emphatically that I own tene- 
l ments or any real estate in this city 
1 or in any other city,” he said. "The 
remainder of Foster’s charges are 
too slanderous and useless to merit 
a reply.” 









305-4-5 federal Deserve Bank Bids. 
Kansas City, Missouri, 


August 12th, 1930. 


Mg| Mr. t. Munster, 
y Q^nyiet Director, 

Jr Im m ig r a tion Service, 
W. g09 Wcltower Building, 
gfC" Kansas City, Missouri. 


liSl Dear Sir; 




B£: Jjatore Trading Company, 

▼. A. Hatchatouroff - deceased, 
Radical Matter. 


KL!i This will acknowledge receipt of your letter dated 

August 8th, 1930 with reference to V. A. Hatohatouroff, your file 
fo jgfS Bo. 27-371. 

IIS* 

m* ■* —-■ ... In thi? coaueutiAtt I wish "to advi.ee' an agent of this 

ice 'hew Aaepcciau' the papers and personal effects of the above 
lifil Mentioned individual in the mortuary of Lahey & Martin at Wichita, 
&Jj£fe Kansas. The Department at Washington is being advised a to the 
W^mm contents thereof for any action and Instructions deseed appropriate, 

% • Thanking you for your cooperation in this matter I 

beg' to remain 

Very truly yours. 


B-nj 

ec Bureau 


J. B. Burdge, 

Acting Special Agent in Charge. 


: -; • £ i *. 11 r\rr s * 
f. Li . . O '* • 
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Washington, D. C. 



a. Complaints against imports of Russian^glue and gelatins are' - 

now added to those already registered in regard to lumber, 

coal, matches, pulp-wood and manganese. The case against 

bone-glue, which has been formally presented to the Treasury, 

may be taken as an example. .American producers allege that 

the Russian article invoiced at 4^ per pound c.i.f. Few York ~?a r- 

and offered to the trade at 7^, duty paid, constitutes a 

prima facie case of dumping, on the assumption that the prod- , 

uct could not possibly be made at a cost which such selling 

price reflects. The Tariff Commission investigation showed 

11^ to be the lowest American production cost. In view of 

the difficulty of obtaining accurate cost figures or other 

data from Russia, it is asserted that, with suoh a showing, 

the burden of proof in regard to dumping now rests with Amtorg. 

b. The question among groups of American producers is: What next? 

Por some months past, private investigators in Russia have 
been reporting back Soviet plans to harrass American trade by 
a sniping policy of underselling and dumping, and forecasting 
capacity to carry out the policy within two or three years. 

The fear now is that "the ravishing has already begun." The 
recent plea of Mr. Paul Cgavath, at Williamstown, for an eni v 
couragement of trade with Russia is arousing resentment among". 
the groups adversely affected by recent importations. They 
say; "Exports to Russia may be very helpful if they are not 
paid for by credits created by a demoralization of the American 
market in our line." 

The importance of the foregoing is that a sharp division is being cre¬ 
ated in the ranks of American business, forecasting that the whole Russian, ques¬ 
tion may get into American politics in a big way. The Administration's policy 
at the moment is not difficult to understand. When Mr. Hoover was Secretary 
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of Commerce lie expressed emphatically his own ideas in more than one private con 
ference. The Soviet Government was committed to political theories and inter¬ 
national practices so out of line with our own system and our rules of trade 
and political ethics that a mutual trust was not possible; the Amtorg was a 
definite part of an untrustworthy outfit, wherefore, those who wished to sell 
goods to Russia did so under their own power and risk exclusively; valuable 
though the trade might become, it could not dictate American governmental policy 
towards Russia in any respect. There is no reason to assume that there has 
been any substantial change from the foregoing attitude since Mr. Hoover's shift 
from the Cabinet to the Presidency. On the other hand, the Administration will 
not discriminate against Russian importations; tests of "dumping" and other 
practices will be made strictly in accordance with the law under the same rules 
as are applied when other foreign nations are involved. Each case will be con¬ 
sidered on its legal merits. This part of the problem is purely one of law ad¬ 
ministration and not one of policy. Informal official feeling is that several 
current issues that have been raised are "unfortunate" and the complaints un¬ 
justified from either a legal or economic point of view. It is even probable 
that, by reason of the political delicacies, officialdom will lean backwards in 
efforts co be fair. Eor example, there is the recent instance of a high 
American official formally receiving a Russian emissary, at the latter's request" 
a thing that would hardly have been possible, say, three years ago. And be¬ 
sides, as one high Administration officer is quoted as saying, "Lord knows, we 
need the business." 

OUTLOOK: With present Administration policy towards Russia so clearly estab¬ 

lished, some new development will be necessary to precipitate a crisis. Among 
the possibilities are: (l) A formal request to the State Department to lift the 

ban on Russian loans and, (2) A report by the Eish Committee on the political 

V" 

activities of Amtorg which would force legislation in Congress. 
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a, In regard to (l), although the suggestion has been dis¬ 
cussed, any formal action is thought most unlikely. In 
regard to (2), despite the allegedly amateurish nature of 
the investigation, the work of the Fish Committee is taken 
very seriously in official Washington. Even on the in¬ 
quiry so far, the printed hearings make much more convinc¬ 
ing reading than did the current newspaper headlines. 

American officials, quite outside political groups, now pro¬ 
fess for the first time to have authentic proof of communis¬ 
tic political activities of Amtorg. If this materializes 
in conjunction with the report of the Fish Committee, legis¬ 
lation expanding the deportation laws is considered almost 
inevitable. There is also the possibility of amending the 
Tariff Act, some sections of which have been rendered inef¬ 
fective by reason of the difficulty of obtaining acceptable 
information from Russia. 

3. COMMENT: The crisis in American-Soviet relations is being precipitated by the 

attack of those groups now joining in an expanded 11 Stop Russia" movement. The 
anti-Soviet political movement in this country has heretofore been, in large de¬ 
gree, in the hands of "professional exaggerators." These and other patriotic 
organizations have now been actively joined by powerful business and labor 
groups and they have been very busy. ■ It is understood that a number of American 
firms doing business in Russia have pledged themselves to withdraw, if communist 
activities of Amtorg in this country are proved. The anti-trust laws are being 
scanned with a view (l) of making them applicable to Russian trade practices and, 
(2) of expanding them to permit American business to meet "the Soviet Trust." 
Indeed, this emphasized conflict between centralized trade control and the 
American competitive theory is not the least interesting aspect of the existing 
situation. 

4. TARIFF: Trade representatives at Washington are receiving questioning com¬ 

plaints in large volume over the President's delay in appointing a new Tariff 
Commission. 

The plain answer is that Mr. Hoover is stubbornly searching 
for competent men who will accept. The complaints arise in 
many cases from those who took too literally assertions that 
the new flexible provisions would permit "emergency" readjust¬ 
ments. The present Commission takes the position that it 
cannot act. Many industries are now assuming that only those 
applications supported by Senate Resolution will be acted upon 
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within the next two years. Another uncertainty forecast¬ 
ing delay is the extent to which the new Commissioners 
will find it necessary to reorganize the subordinate per¬ 
sonnel of the Commission. That substantial changes must 
be made in order to promote smooth running of the machinery 
is generally conceded, a problem which is complicated by 
civil service requirements. 

It is to be doubted if the Administration considers the delay an un¬ 


mixed evil, on the theory that a period of emotional liquidation is in order, 
i^rthermore, it is a little too early to assume an ineffective future Commis¬ 
sion; the reason for the delay is the President’s effort in the beginning to as¬ 
sure a leadership which will function generally and, on occasion, with spectacu¬ 


lar speed. 

5. I. C. C.: Recent Interstate Commerce Commission decisions indicate plainly that 
the membership is as badly torn by regional controversies as ever in its history. 
This fact has a special bearing on the question of Senate confirmation of Mr. 
Mahaffie, succeeding Commissioner Woodlock, and of Commissioner McManamy who, it 
is assumed, will be reappointed. Incidentally, there are reports of another 


resignation. 




a. The situation in the Senate will again be complicated by the 
intrusion of the Lake Cargo controversy. The new case appa¬ 
rently comes under Section 3 of the Transportation Act and a 
Commission majority has already, on recent occasions, adopted 
a liberal construction of that Section, a fact which would 
forecast affirmation of the Commission's last Lake Cargo de¬ 
cision. 

The division within the I.C.C. is close enough to make the appointment 
of new Members a matter of first importance. The Administration feels that the 
great accomplishment of the Commission to date has been to keep the railroad 
question reasonably out of politics. Wherefore, the President will grasp every 

opportunity to strengthen Commission personnel and to subordinate regional con- 

' 

siderations. 

6 , The earlier forecast was for a business upturn in early fall and "full 

swing ahead" next spring. The drought has prompted a feeling that the upturn may 
be more hesitant and the recovery speed moderated. There appears no serious of¬ 
ficial worry on this score; the assumption is noted that America can enjoy a 
reasonable prosperity even with spotty agriculture, y-EATON SERVICE. 
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61*5381 - ' ' August 88, 1930. 



Ur. Robert F. Kelley, 

Chief, Diviaion of Eastern European Affairs, 

Department of State, 

Washington, D. C. 

D * ar 31r: ^ 

There is enclosed herewith, for your 
information and such action as my be deemed 
appropriate, copy of a letter dated August 81, 

1630, which I have received from Mr. J.R. Burdge, 
Special Agent in Charge of the Kansas City, Ills* 
aouri, offioe of the Bureau, together with copies of 
the enclosures which accompanied this letter. 

It appears from the peculiar circumstances 
surrounding Hatohatouroff* s death that the documents 
and papers which he left taight be of interest to the 
Government. If you have any information concerning 
the deceased, or any action is taken by the Department 
of State to obtain possession of his papers, I shall 
appreciate being advised accordingly. 

Very truly yours, 


Director. 


Enc. 651347 
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August 29, 1930. 

3 - 1930 

Mr. J, R. Burdge, 

905 Federal Reserve Bank Bldg,, 

Senses City, Mo. 


Dear 3ir> 

V Reference is made to your letter dated August £1, 

1930, with enclosures, concerning the death of 7* A. Hatcha- 
touroff, at Wichita, Kansas, on May El, 1930. A copy of your 
letter, with its enclosures, is being forwarded to the 
Department of State for its information and such action as 
nay be deemed appropriate. 

The Bureau files oontain no information concerning 
the deceased subject of your letter. The Bureau, however, is 
very much interested in the death of Hatohatouroff and the 
papers and documents which were left by bin and itiieh are now 
in the possession of the Coroner at Wichita, Kansas, it appears 
rather unusual that the Aatorg officials, after denying any 
interest in deceased, should suddenly become so anxious to obtain 
possession of his papers. 


It appears from your letter that Coroner Heckman is 
convinced that subject committed suicide. Apparently the 
letter which tbs deceased left at the time of hie death, and 
which stresses the fact that he is not affiliated with the 
Coraaunist Party, was in his own handwriting. Should there be 
any suspicion that subject was murdered, it la probable that 
hi a papers and documents will be retained by the State authorities 
at Wichita, and possibly translated. If this should happen and 
your office is furnished with copies of the documents or trans¬ 
lations, they should be forwarded to the Bureau. In any event, 
should you receive any further information concerning this natter, 
the Bureau should be advised accordingly. 


Very truly yours, 

^ . 

V 

Director, 

V V 

V 
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905 Federal Reserve Bank Building 
Kansas City, Missouri 
August 21, 1920 
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Director 

Bureau of Investigation 
Department of justice 
'Jashington, D. C. 
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Dear Sir: 


RE: 


i \ 

l 


\ v 


AMTORG TRADING COMPANY 
Y. A. ^HATCHATOUROFF - Deceased 
RADICAL MATTER 
K.C. 62-541 


V 

t f * 
V 


A letter written by Chas. E. Lahey, Wichita, Kansas, copy of which 
is enclosed herewith, to 0. W. Munster, District Director, Immigration 
Service, Kansas City, Missouri, was referred by that official to this office 
for appropriate action* 

S' 

Vazgen Agabekobitch Hatchatouroff, a citizen of the Soviet Republic, 
committed suicide at 611 south Topeka Avenue, Wichita, Kansas, on May 21, 

1930, by shooting himself in the right temple with a revolver* A letter 
signed by said Hatchatouroff, written in Russian, was found on the table and 
is now in the possession of Coroner D* C. Heckman at Y/ichita, Kansas. A copy 
of this letter as translated by Professor Ivan Petroff, University of Y/ichita, 
is enclosed herewith. Hatchatouroff left the following personal effects: 

One suitcase filled with papers, writings, letters, etc. 

One suitcase containing articles of clothing. 

One portfolio containing writings and papers of the deceased. 

One bound volume of writings on theme paper* 


Special Agent John T. Trimble of this office, while in Uiehita, 
examined the effects 2b ft by the deceased, V. A. Hatchatouroff, whieh are now 
in the possession of Coroner Heckmm, which examination disclosed that in the 
suitcase containing the papers of the deceased were his passport, a non quota 
temporary visitor*s passport, a number of personal letters addressed to the 
deceased mailed from Russia, a number of telegrams addressed to the deceased, 
practically all signed Tchamroff and a number of loose leaf notebooks contain¬ 
ing writings of the deceased in Russian; also a number of drawings and 
illustrations apparently relating to the petroleum refining industry. The 
bound volume of writings of the deceased, about three-fourths of an inch 3n 
thickness, was wrapped in a separate parcel and written entirely in Russian 
and also has a number of sketches or drawings which would indicate that same 
pertains to the petroleum refining industry. 

It appears that Hatchatouroff was originally a member of a party of 
engineers and students who came to this country on July 12, 1929, as represents- 








tives of the Groznest Oil Company with the expressed intention of studying the 
American method of petroleum refining. The majority of this party is supposed 
to have left this country in the early part of this year. The deceased, 
Hatchatouroff, evidently remained in this country because of some action of the 
Soviet authorities in Russia. The deceased was employed in VJichita by the 
Winkler Coch Company, 429 First National Bank Building* 

Mr. Heckman advised Special Agent Trimble that a Russian, name not 
recalled, visited him and examined the bound volume of written papers which the 
deceased had requested to be forwarded to the Amtorg Trading Company, Suite 612, 
261 Fifth Avenue, New York City, New York, and was very anxious to obtain sane, 
stating that the deceased’s father and mother would be very much pleased to have 
it. The Coroner declined to surrender custody of same and the man stated to him 
that he was going to New York and would confer with the officials of the Amtorg 
Trading Company concerning same. A few days later Mr. Heckman received a letter 
from the Amtorg Trading Company requesting that these papers and other effects 
be forwarded to them according to the last instructions of the deceased in order 
that they might in turn forward them to his parents in Russia. Previously when 
advised of the deceased’s death by Lahey & Martin Mortuary the Amtorg Trading 
Company had written them advising that they had no connection whatsoever with 
the deceased and did not desire that any of his papers or effects be forwarded 
to them. This circumstance has caused the Coroner to believe that there is 
possibly something in the papers and the writings of the deceased which might 
be of interest to the Federal Government. The funds for burial of Hatchatouroff 
were forwarded from the Chase National Bank, New York, to the union National 
Bank, Wichita, apparently by the U. S. S. R. 

The Coroner at uichita has received inquiries from A. R. Burr, 

Special Agent in Charge, New York State Commissioner of Commerce, and the 
Pinkerton Detective Agency concerning the facts in this case. Both stated or 
implied that they desired same in connection with the activities of the Communists 
in this country. 

I am transmitting this information to you for appropriate advice as 
to further investigation in this district or for transmittal to any other 
department or for such appropriate action as you deem advisable. The Coroner at 
Uichita has stated that he would hold the effects of the deceased until he is 
advised that the Federal Government has no desire to examine or take charge of 
same. 


Please advise me as to whether or not this Bureau or any other 
Government department desires to secure possession of these effects for use in 
further investigation of this matter. 


Very stonily yours, 

e — 

J. H. BURDGE 

SPECIAL AGENT IN CHARGE 



JTT:MJ 
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Douglas at Lulu 
Wichita, Kansas 
August 7, 1930 


Ur* 0* Walter Munster 
District Director 
U. S. Immigration Service 
909 Waltower Bldg. 

Kansas City, Mo. 

Dear Sir: 

On May 21st, 1930, a Russian named V. S. Hatchatouroff, 
residing here in Wichita, shot and killed himself, committing 
suicide. He left a letter saying he was not a traitor, copy 
of letter we are enclosing you. 

What we wish to take up with you is this: He left 
several suitcases of letters in Russian language (as this letter 
was), and a few articles of belongings. He ordered his letters 
and maps sent to New York City to the Amtorg Trading Company 
as well as his body. After communicating with them they would 
have nothing to do with him or any of his belongings. We wish 
to know if the Government of the United States would be interested 
in these maps and papers for if he was a traitor to our country 
or his own country and if the Amtorg Trading Company is a traitor, 
something might be found out through these letters and maps, etc. 

Thanking you to advise us regarding these valuable 
papers or give us address of correct party to write to, if you 
are the right one, we are 



Yours very truly 

LAHEY & MARTIN MORTUARY 

By (Sgd) Chas. E. Lahey 
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V. A. HATCHATOUROFF’S LETTER 





I am very sorry and earnestly ask American Government to forgive me that I 
am ending my life. Y/hen I was admitted here it of course was not for this 
purpose. However in the life of many people there are certain moments when 
it is necessary to commit suicide. People who are guilty in my death and 
by whom I was delegated in America (U.S.) are located in Union of Social¬ 
istic Republic (U.S.S.R.). 


They exclude the possibility for me to participate in this industrial 
construction of my country and to build her a great future. To which I 
devote all my existence. They took from me my wife and parents and relatives 
and made me a criminal before my country, using their authority and provoca¬ 
tion - everything that they could they succeeded in making me a criminal. 
Government and authorities of my country punish for this thing very severly. 
To them I appeal. 


This is an entirely clear matter between me and these people and any 
decision or solution of my Government before hand I consider fair because 
I am loyal to her, with all my soul. 


The only laws of my country, which I consider fair, could tell who and how 
much is guilty. 

I am ending my life because I inflicted harm to my Government because I 
went back to the U. S. S. R. That is to say made a crime before Government 
which I respect and I am loyal with all my soul. 


I am not a Communist. I am one of the number of young men who now in my 
country, build new Government. I was living by this and it filled all my 
existance; it was ray only aim; but my country was taken from me. 

I beg pardon of authorities of the State of Kansas and especially of the 
Police Department of the City of Wichita, that by my action I trouble them. 

All my things and letters to my wife and the parents, I am asking you to 
please send to Amtorg, 261 Fifth Avenue, New York City. They in turn will 
send them to U. S. S. R. for further destination. I am an atheist and do 
not believe in any religion. 


For all the expenses in connection with the funeral and sending things 
(belongings) you please use the money left for this purpose and send the 
remainder to Amtorg. 

I beg pardon for not fulfilling formalities with respect to my passport. 
However it was given to me for a whole year. I am very thankful and respect 
the citizens of the U. S. that they admitted me kindly in their country and 
again I am exceedingly sorry that I am returning you evil for good by dying 
in a strange place. I hate to die from home because I like my country and 
its way of living and traditions, laws, etc. 


CGi'imo iliisolliOYUii 
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I am deeply convinced and consider it a most wretched deed when a man forgets 
his country. In America everybody is big hearted and kind. Therefore please 
forgive and consider me as a mentally sick man. 

For forwarding to Amtorg I leave: 

First My passport 

Second Two suitcases with belongings, portfolio and overcoat. 

Third Package with letters delivering to Amtorg. 

Fourth Remaining money after all expenses in connection with funeral 
are paid. 

Once more I beg you to forgive me. Once more I ask you do not mix any 
politics with my death. This is absolutely a private affair that could happen 
to the citizens of any country. Again I repeat I broke the laws of my country, 
therefore I am a criminal but I am not guilty. My comrades wanted and 
succeeded in making me a criminal, without noticing that by this they them¬ 
selves also trespassed the laws of my country. 

Signed V. A. Hatchatouroff 

The ending of another letter was also there. 

"There will be no trouble with Amtorg and the people who sent me here will 
answer." 





,pepacritttmr nf 3Iusitce 

xif ^nbz&tx gatimt 

906 Federal Reserve Bank Building 
Kansas City, Missouri 
September 16, 1930 


Director 

Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C* 


Dear Sir: RE: AMTORG TRADING COMPANY 

V« A'HATCHATCURQFF - Deceased 
RADICAL MATTER 
K.C* 62—541 

Reference is made to your letter of August 29, 

1930 * 

Y.'hile at Wichita, Kansas, September 3, 1930, 
Special Agent L* B* Reed of this office conferred with. 
Coroner Hackman concerning the Hatchatouroff matter* 
Agent Reed advises me that the Coroner will hold the 
papers and documents in question until requested by 
either the State Department or the Departraent of 
Justice* xt seems that the Coroner is very determined 
in this respect and that the Hatchatouroff documents 
will be safe in the Coroner*s keeping* 

Very truly yours. 


J. R. BURDGES ' 
SPECIAL AGEEIT DT CHARGE 


L3R :l.i J 
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01-5381 October 4, 1930. 



Agent in Charge, 

Bureau of Investigation, 

905 Federal Reserve Bank Bldg., 
Kansas City, Mo. 

Dear Sir: 



Reference ia made to your letter^of September 16 
in conneotion with the death of one V. A. 1 " Hatchatouroff, at 
Wichita, Kansas, on May 21, 1930. There la enclosed herewith, 
for your information, copy of a coswunioation dated September 
19, 1930, addressed to the Bureau by Mr. Robert F. Kelley of 
the State Department, together with a memorandum of September 29 
from the Criminal Division of the Department. 


In accordance with the request from the Department of 
State, and Instructions contained in the memorandum from the 
Criminal Division of the Department, the Bureau desires that the 
Coroner at Wichita, Kansas, be requested to turn over to your 
office the papers and documents which were left by Hatchatouroff 
at the time of his death. It is suggested that these documents 
be requested in a very discreet manner, and that the Coroner be 
advised that the Bureau is requesting these documents for the 
Department of State. 


It will be observed from Mr. Kelley's letter of 
September 19, which is enclosed herewith, that Hatchatouroff 
was probably Involved in sons irregularity in connection with 
hia passport and his return to this country, and it appears that 
it ie with a view to clearing up this irregularity: that th© 
Department of State has requested the documents in question. 


In tne event the Coronar at Wichita, Kansas, voluntarily 
surrenders these documents to a representative of your office, 
they should be shipped direct to the Bureau for transmittal to 
the Department of State, 


«€«< 


% 


,*¥ 

k. 
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Very truly yours, 


e? 


Bnc. 762115 
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Director 
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Ootober 4, 1930. 



Mr. Robert F. Kelley, 

Chief, Division of Eastern European Affairs, 
Department of State, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Sir: 

f Reference is made to your letter of 
September 19, 1930, concerning the death of 
V. A. Hatohatouroff. 

In accordance with you r request, the 
Kansas City, Missouri, office of the Bureai of 
Investigation has been Instructed to requeet the 
Coroner at Wichita, Kansas, to turn over the 
papers and documents which were left by Batch** 
touroff, In order that they may be forwarded to 
the Department of State. In the event the Coroner 
surrender® these documents, they will bo forwarded 
to you by the Bureau. 

Very truly yours, 








■*.A . 


Direotor 
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October 4, 1930. 


*f'T.TOKAHDUM FOR MB. JJUCEN? DO r DS 

astub h^ad of carcm division 


In accordance with your memorandum of 
3eptowber 29, 1930 (initials ND:FMP), in connection 
with the death of one V. A. Batchatouroff, the Kansas 
City, Missouri, Bureau office has been instructed to 
request the Coroner at Wichita, Kansas, to surrender 
the papers and doouraents now in his custody, in order 
that they any be forwarded to the Department of State. 

Very truly yours, 


Director. 


Enc. 139805 

(Memo, dated Sept. 23 

from Bu. to Mr. Dodds) 



H&tHC 

ftl-83* i-a« 


September 83, 1930, 


•« v. 


HEMOH^HDUM FOB 5®. KUQ KMT DODDS, ACTING HEAD . 


CRIMINAL DIVISION 


In accordance with conversation of September 20, 
1930, ween Mr. Parrish and Mr. Whit lay of the 13urenu t 
there is inclose herewith lor you r Information a copy of 
e letter dt ted August SI, 1°30 , which was addresser’ to the 
?*irecu b;* Mr. J, R, Durdge, Special Agent in Charge of the 
Kansas City, lilssouri, office of the bureau, tore ther with 
copies of the inclosures which accompanied this letter, 
concerning- the derth of one V, A. Eutchatoureff, at Wichita, 
Kansas, on May 81, 1930. There ere also inclosed herewith 
copies of bureau letters dated August 29, 1930, which were 
addressed to Mr. Lordg© and to Ur. Robert f. Kelley, of the 
Department of State, in connection with thie matter, to¬ 
gether with replies from Mr. Rurfige and Mr. Kelley dated 
September 16 and :>eptember 19, respectively. 

Please advise the • ureau what action, if any* 
you deeire to be taken in connection with this matter. 

Very truly yours, 


Director. 


Inal. #651963 
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October £0, 1930, 


Mr. Robert F. Kelley, 

Chief, Division of Eastern European Affairs, 
Department of State, 

Washington, D.C. 


My dear Mr. Kelley: 


Reference is made to your letter of 
September 19, 1930, and to Bureau reply dated 
October 4, 1930, concerning the death of V. A. 
Hatohatouroff at Wichita, Kansau, on May 81, 1930. 

In accordance with the request contained 
in your communication of September 19, I am forwarding 
to you today, by messenger, a box containing Hatoha- 
touroff*s passport, letters, telegrams, and other 
documents, which were voluntarily turned over by the 
Coroner at Wichita, Kansas, to a representative of 
the Bureau of Investigation for transmittal to you. 

Please furnish me with a receipt for these 
documents, and it will be appreciated if you will 
forward to the Bureau of Investigation any information 
of interest which might appear when these documents are 
translated. 


Very truly yours, 




4 .Ajk 

V 7 


v 



Director 






jBeparimmt of Justice 

of 

905 Federal .Reserve Bank Building, 


Kansas City, I!issorri. 


October 1.1, 1950. ■ 


Director, 

Bureau of Investigation, 
Department of Justice, 
Dashington., D. C. 


Bear Sir: 


,te: 7. A. -Hat oka tour off (Deceased) 

bvoical ms 


9^ This will acknowledge receipt of Bureau .letter dated 
October 4, 1S30, with reference to the above entitled ease and 
directing this office to endeavor to obtain the papers and 
Mfijocvansats, which were left by the above Subject at the tine of 
his death, frcaa Coroner Heckman at '.'iehita, Kansas. In response 
thereto. Special Agent C. D. White of this office called on Cor¬ 
oner Heckman at Wichita on the 9th instant, and after it was ex¬ 
plained .to Coroner Heckman that certain officials of the Depart- 
neat of State were desirous of examining the papers and documents 
left by Eatckatouroff, Coroner Heckman readily agreed to turn the 
same over to Agent Whits for transmittal to the Bureau. 

A box containing Hatokatouroff*s passport, certain tele 
gratae and other miscellaneous data, vzhich may be of value to the 
Bureau and the Department of State, is being transmitted to the 
Bureau under separate' cover to-day. 




Very truly yours, 


,T. B. Burdge, 
Special Agent in Charge. 


B-abc , 

cs-enclosed with — 
above mentioned data 
for identification. 
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61-5381 


October 15, 1030. 


MEM ORANDUM K>R 15?. NUGENT DODDS 
ACTING HEAD OF CRIMINAL DIVISION 


lit ^fith further reference to your Memorandum 
of September 29, 1930, relative to the death of one 
Y.A. Hatchatouroff at Wichita, Kansas, the Bureau of Investi¬ 
gation is in receipt of a box containing Hatchatouroff*s 
passport, letters, telegrams, and other documents, which 
were voluntarily furnished by the Coroner at Wichita, 

Kansas, to a representative of the Bureau. 

Confirming conversation of October 14, 1930, 
between Mr. Parrish and Mr. Whitley of the Bureau, these 
documents have been forwarded to the State Department for 
translation and appropriate attention. 

Yery truly youra, 


Director. 


Bureau „ 


<V\ 












Post Office Bo* ,?251 
Grand Central station 
New York City. 


November 1, 1*50 


!tfr. Hobart iio tianley 
ao tin« O.a. Attorney 
Old Poet Office Bldg 
New York, New York* 


With reference to your letter of October 27th 
1930, we are returning herewith to you th# anonymous 
coamnioatlon referring to alleged cosmunfetio activi 
ties, or their association rith others of this class, 
as to the Association for the Improvement of Colored 
Feopla, inasmuch as we have no authority to take up 
investigation as to alleged oocsmmiatia activities* 


Very truly yours 


E. J. CCSNEELIY 
Jpecial Meat in Charge 











Deeamber 11, 1930 


CAAJJOM 



pJUfyc'p';'' ■ ■ 


Special Agent in Charge, 

Bureau of Investigation, 

905 Federal Reserve Bank Bldg., 
Kansas City, Missouri. 


Dear Sir: 


fU 




further reference to the natter of 
V. A. Hatchaturof f , decennod - radical ’latter, your 
file B^-bdl, the payers nnd documents forwnrflen ni .i 
your letter of October 11th vore turned over to the 
State Department, where they have boon examined. The.© 
papers have been arranged in folders and are being re¬ 
turned to you under separate cover. 


You should return the papers to the Coroner 
and at the same time, express the appreciation of the 
Government for hia cooperation. 


Very truly youre, 


Enc. #431011!. 


Director. 


/ 
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Memoranda, charjsa, 
copies of ordealanke, 
etc*, all relating to 
technical subjects said 
business transactions of 
GROZNEFT with American 
firms. 













These two binders contain 
• . note* of a purely ®hnical 
- ' character, being observations 
„ ^ ©* "fells writer concerning 
American methods of oil 
production, machinery, etc. 
Apparently written to form 
the basis of a report, 
following the visit of the 
writer to various oil- 
producing regions in this 
country. 





Publications of a 


technical nature, mainly- 
having to do with oil 


products. 












Passport. 









» ■» A . Farewell lettea^to his 
«? wife and parents. 
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* ‘V^ffcotograpke, 
















Notebooks and telegrams, 

’ ^ of 8- technical ^fe.raeter # 
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, # * * Stationery, steamship 

£ 

* ' entertainment progEam 
and menu. Bulletin of 
Christ Church, Houston, 
Texas, 










Left Grozny on the 13th of June, 1929. Arrived in 
Moscow on the loth of June. Went to Berlin and stopped 
there ith a companion Arfcuhocitch. He was in Berlin 
from the 21et to the 30th of June. Arrived in Hew York 
on July 12 , 

July 14. - Hew York. 

Oh amroJj^and Slutsky came to see hid at ten 
o’clock; all three h.-d breakfast together. Later vent 
to Central Park, later to movies, then to the Automat 
and then to bed. 

July 15. 

At Aatorg on statistical work. 

July 16. 

At Amtoxg. 

July 17. 

Receives orders to go to Tulsa, Oklahoma. 
Greatly impressed by Hew York. 

July 18. 

Left Hew York. 

July 19. 

f We arrived at St. Louis to change trains. 

July 30. 

We arrived at Tulsa. We went to the hotel to 
see Gbamroff and he introduced us to Baraninoff* Later 


from 








fro® the firm of Winkler and Cox Company, Ur. Cox called 
,?nd we aire going to inepect his plant tomorrow. 

July 21. 

Travelled to oil wc-lls by automobiles. 

July 22. 

We arose at eight o’clock. Cox came in. I, Cham- 
roff, and Khaibefcoff went out to inspect the oil plant 

"While Eagle". 

July 21 - 24. 

Inspecting oil wells. 

July 24.- 7 p.m. 

M&rchulQv took us out in his oax for a ride. 

There are frequent references to letters from 
hie wife and his desire to return home. 

July 26. 

This morning, I, Chararoff, and Khaibekoff 
inspected oil plants. 

July 26. - Tulsa. 

(Translation). "I got up at fight o'clock, fie 

had breakfast at one* and le ft f0T th '’ faotory <5r ' '° a ^' 

I wanted to begin studying their method of making grtase 
but the manager, Sr. Kunts, refused me permission”. He 
remarks, however, that after three days he *111 be in 
possession of their method. 






July 29 . 

Kersesov and Soloviev arrived from Hew fork on 
Inspection tour and left next day, Soloviev oin : to 
California* 

August 1* 

lent to factory. Hoto from Manager that he 
wants to see us nt once. STe saw him and he said he had 
to leave town at once and during hie absence they will 
not be permitted to go into the factory. t happened 

today re-ally surprised me. M Explosion in the factory 
today. 

August 2, 

Manager leaving at 12 o’clock today. "That 
m one vre can’t visit the f.ciory again. Therefore 1 
rushed through all the departments once more. Tomorrow 
morning leaving for Seminole.* 

August 3. 

left for Seminola , about 140 miles from Tulsa. 
August 4. 

Back in TiLsa. Still awaiting telegraphic In¬ 
structions from Ch mroff. 

August 5, 

Telegram to Chamroff that they were no longer 
permitted to enter the factory* 

August o« 

Telegram from Ch roar off telling them that Slutsky 


will 
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will arrange for them to inspect the factory " Marl and r.". 
However, "material in h nd so arranged that I can make 
a report immediately". Bought large envelop® "so that 
I can send report to Ohj-mrof£". 

"They arrested a drunken policeman. Of course, in 
this country there it: supposed to be prohibition, but you 
can buy as much as you want no v.h&t you rant. 1 * 

August 12. 

Represent at ive of "Bells'* arrived. We all went 
to Ponka City,^but the manager of the plant would not 
permit us to go Into the place alone/ 7 Had to be accom¬ 
panied by an escort. Therefore they departed. 

August 13. 

Arrived at Marl&nda. Very interesting work. 
Writing down everything he sees. But the engineer of 
the factory who accompanied them "got on his nerves." 

He is "just like & mummy" and gave them not a word of 
information, but watches their every step, watching them 
closely. 

Made a complete report later of everything he saw. 

August 14. 

Inspected plant. Received telegram from Amtorg 
to leave at once for the plant of "Chaaplin Co." at Enid. 


August 



* t 
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August 15. 

Mr. TURBOX received from "Bella*' telegram 
ordering him to return to New York at once. 

How only he and Khalbekoff are left. 

At night I wrote about "brelshtokek". (This 
word frequently appears in hie notes and telegrams^ 
August IS - 26. 

Nothing of interest. 


It Is of Interest to note that his business cards 
are printed; *V. A. Hatchatouroff". Envelopes of letters 
from hie wife are addressed to him likewise but In the 
letters from hie wife and a friend he Is called "Lev 
Ivanovitch". 





These p^ers are of a technical chapter. 

I have made Stations on each set. if 

After very careful examination, the only 
passages that might he considered non-technical 
are contained on the outer cover of the attached 
folder, from which it would appear that the 
writer was contemplating leaving the country. 

A translation follows: 

1. Is it necessary to go to customs? 

2. Tickets. 

3. Visas for passport. 

4. Licences. 

5. Lioences for “photoaparat.” 

8. Sharpen( H stanok"?) -literally hoard or plank- 
for "automat.” 

7. Get hill from store for machine. 

8. Verify hills. 







MEMORAHDUM 


These letters contain nothing of a political nature 
and nothing that, would be of any particular interest to 
the Department. There are in sll 63 letters from Mrs. 
Khatchatouroff to her husband in the United States. They 
are written in typically Russian endearing terms. It 
Kf.e understood that husband and wife had agreed to write 
each other once a day. Apparently the husband number d 
his letters because the wife frequently mentions that 
some of her husband's letters had gone astray. The wife 
signs her name "Asya” and usually writes from Novoch- 
erkas/', although some of h r communications are dated 
from Kilsovodsk, where her husband's parents reside. 

At Novocherkask she lives with her mother, who is de¬ 
scribed ;.o be in ill health. 

Practically all of the letters are devoted to f-mily 
matters. The wife has been in ill health end It is neces¬ 
sary for her to have hypodermic injections of some kind, 
which seem to relieve her and produce sleep. 

She th nke her husband for certain technical publica¬ 
tions which he sent her end says that she is studying them 
end Improving her knowledge of "science*. She is in no 
immediate need of money. On September 12, she writes, 
she received his salary for one half month from G. ObHEFT, 


amounting 







amounting to 128 rubles and 78 kopeks. Later, however, 
on October 24, she received a letter from GROZHEFT that 
when an employee Is "commandeered*’ to a foreign country, 
they pay full salary to his family for only three montha. 
After that they pay only one-half salary. 

In many of her letters Mr. Khatchatouroff express©^ 

\ \ \ 

anxiety concerning a stomach trouble from which her hue- \ 
band appeared to have been suffering. 

On October 29, she wrote him that Bhe had received 
his letter stating that he would leave for Russia in 
Hoveaber or early In December. She writes that she 
will not send any more letters, as he would not receive 
them before his departure. 

All of her letters are written very guardedly. There 
Is no mention of conditions In the country and nothing of 
a political nature. 

In one of her letters she expresses great interest 
in her huebend’s intention to write a volume on American 
Indus try. 
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n/Tf-HC FCH A-T PATCHING TO THE U.3.3.H. 


To the Oolleglaa of the G.r.U. of the U.3.3.R. 

Constructing; Engineer of the State Trust 
“OROSHKFT", Khach&turov, V. A* 

How It Happened That I Remained Abroad 

First of all I shall explain the reasons prompting 

me to write you. At the present time, notwithstanding 
my wishes in the matter, I cannot return to my native 
country, and it is not because I have no money or 
because I am afraid of being shot. No, aimply because 
after what has happened, since everyone evidently 
believes that 1 am an enemy of the working class 


capitalist M £r«edoa% which was a 1 'g&ys re v vc.y nrnt to me 

(with this freedom it is everything for the sake of the 
dollar), it will be a little too difficult for me to 
explain myself to everybody. If I felt the slightest 
nalice toward the working class, toward the Soviet 
government or toward the G.P.U., believe me, I would 
not write you. But that is just the point, the entire 
tragedy is in the fact that I never had, # never could 
have had and do not have now before my death, such a 
feeling. Therefore, for the sake of truth, in or< ^ er 

illumination of faota and that 
the investigation of my case may follow the oorrect 
path, it is necessary to explain. I am prompted to 


* t 


explain 
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explaln also in order that 3 may not be considered a 
political enemy, which 1 have never been, My oharaoter¬ 
istics as a person and especially my politioal 
physiognomy can be established precisely by the Grosny 
G.P.U., with which I was connected for about «i, 4 months. 
As a matter of fact, as it might have happened 

I remained abroad. Fow, I am net the son 
of a capitalist, according to ray social position I am 
near to the working olaas, I have never fought and never 
could fight against the policy of my government, since I 
have received all ray training, at least 

, under the Soviet power at the expense 
of Soviet money, finally, since all my life and that of 
my parents preceding the Soviet power, as that of people 
belonging to the national Minorities and suffering many 
persecutions from other nationalities {Russians, Turks, 
Persians) - all this together incited in me an ideology 
which could not have been and is not against the working 
olaaa, and, therefore, against the Soviet power, 
nevertheless, notwithstanding all this, I found myself 
in the role of a political criminal, not having any 
means to rectify what has happened. Taking advantage 
of my illness, my spiritual struggle, a person to whom 
this was advantageous, made me lose my head. Indeed, 
at the present time I am considered the worst enemy of 
the working class, as a matter of fact I never was and 
never could be such. All my life and work previous to 
this can serve as proof of this. Ask any of my co-workers 
or engineers, except, of course, that villain Khaitbekov 
(I have a right to call hi® thus - you will 

see from what follows), each one will gay; **whet has 


happened 









- 3 - 


happened is more than strange” and. he will at once he 
nonplussed and will not understand bow such a thing could 
have happened* and, therefore, not knowing the reasons, 
will say - there are all kinds of villains in the world, 
but the like of this one I have never seen* However, 
having said this, he will be very wrong. It is possible 
to deceive individuals, it 1® even possible to deceive 
a mass of people, but it is not possible to deceive a mass 
of people for a long time. It is false to think that I 

with any suaaa of money, at 

the time I was left in Berlin when I was ill, all the 
money I had was about 300 dollars. It Is futile to 
search for any offenses In connection with tay work - 
there are none. Therefore, every sane person will say, 
what then, what is the matter here, something else 
made him lose his head. As a matter of fact, if this 
were a premeditated plan, you know I would have remained 
in America, Tell me what idiot, desiring for some 
reason to remain abroad, will leave a coixntry where it 
is easiest of all to make money, the language of which 
he knows, and having money in his pocket will squander 
that money on hie way. It is clear that I never even 
thought of remaining, and that such a thought never even 
entered my head. It \n true that my mind began to break 
even in Tulsa, but, I repeat, I was definitely ruined 
by those villains in Berlin. Perhaps they will seek 
relatives of mine abroad - there are none - none of ay 
relatives ever went abroad, I myself was never further 
than • 

Furthermore, I not only have no relatives abroad but 
not even any acquaintances. Therefore the question 
presents itself. Politically he is inclined against 

oapitaliam, 







capitalism, he hates bourgeois countries, he has committed 
no offenses in connection with hie work, no thoughts of 
gain, not on© relative or acquaintance abroad - how then 
could it have happened that a person abandoned his dearly 
beloved wife, his parents, his socialist native country 
to which he is attached, and remained abroad* 

hater on I shall tell you the whole truth, the 
investigation will reach & similar conclusion. I have no 
thought of writing you lie©, I a® abeolutely not 
interested in that - in a few hours I ©hall not be among 
the living - I trust my second attempt to take ay life 
will b© more successful. 


I feel that I have the right to write you, notwith¬ 
standing what has happened, ishy, if I were politically 
inclined against you, believe me, I would not write you, 
and certainly I would continue to live, for which purpose 
I have everything. I earn money, 1 reside in a country 
the language of which I speak, I have the opportunity to 
follow my direct vacation, I asi young - in general, these 
are all the requisites, but for the chief thing: 1 oannot 
serve the capitallets, that is not why so much money has 
been spent on me. Furthermore, in a year I shall be 
able to all the money which 

, but 1 

know that - all the same, 1 

shall not he at ease and shall consider myaelf a criminal. 
Only one thing astonishes me, how was I able to live this 
long. 











Upon our arrival in "ew York, w© immediately busied 
ourselves? with, orders for the trust in America fend I had 
to orders for factory equipment, 

everything went sell, we worked in a friendly manner, 
accomplished a groat deal and after 0 or 10 day® departed 
for Tulsa. In Tulsa at this time, on his way to California 
we found Kh&ISbekov - that villain. I had a feeling of 
dislike for this man and fear of him. Even in Grozny 


before his departure abroad (he left 1 or Z months before 
I did) he once came into our bureau, approached we and said 
that he must speak to me personally on an important matter 
and asked me to came down to the restaurant. X wondered 
vrtv t he wanted to talk to me about so secretly. Soon the 
matter became apparent. He received a certificate, sent 
to him by the Supreme Council of National Economy, for 
his departure abroad, he chawed it to me and said: *see, 
your assignment was before mine, and 


here I have this paper already, while you, perhaps, will 
never receive it. You are hindered by Akkerainn and ankov 
they will not let you go, I have definitely ascertained 
this, only see that you do not tell them this." I said 
nothing to him, but from that moment that man became 
repugnant to me, for the reason that he told lies and his 
sole desire was to vex me. X write you of this 
because it has an influence on later events. And so, I 
had a sufficient reason to dislike this man, since, on the 


one hand, he almost kissed the soles of Akkerman’s feet, 
while, on the other hand, he falsely incited other people 
against him. Here, of course, the point is not about 
Akkeraan - he, it may be, is a very good or a very bad 


man - 





man - but the point is the behavior of that villain. 
Personally I, for example* liked neither Akkerman nor Pankov 
because of their , haughtiness and 

, but I always spoke 

of this openly and spoke my thoughts 
(Pages 9 and 10 ax© missing) 

X met this evil spirit for the second time in Sew Orleans* 
History again .repeated itself, Ohamrov sent a letter to the 
effect that it wee ncoessary to write a preliminary report 
to the Supreme Council of National Kconomy, I got to work, 
worked nights, finished it, it was signed and sent. I write 
you all this so that you may know the root of hlc hatred 
for me. finally, after the exhibition in Tulsa, Ohamrov 
sent him to Mew York to attend to the orders, we were to 
inspect the factories. This was entirely just, since he 
had seen more than I, and he should have gone to hew York 
and wait . Hera he could no longer 

restrain himself, notwithstanding his fox-like slyness, 
and could not hide his hatred for me. Thus, he departed. 

On the return trip, in Tulsa, I became ill, but my illness 
was of such & nature that it was not necessary for me to 
stay in bed, therefore, I said nothing to anyone, but 
decided that in 6 days I would be in New York and would 
cure myself. Morally during these days I suffered 
extremely and if we add here the articles which I personally 
had to write for Ohamrov, my position will be understood, 

1 figured that at the time X wrote 360 pages 

, while 

certainly not leas than 1,000 pages. It was terribly 

difficult, 
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dif f .ioult, my nerves were Impaired to the utmost* Upon 
arrival In New York, matters took ouch a turn that It was 
necessary to work whole days and nights on business of the 
trust both in the Arntorg and at home and, therefore, I had 
no opportunity to doctor myself. But here we have business 
of another sort, here we have sorcery on the part of 
KhaUbekov. 

Within the first hour of my arrival in Hew York, 
Khadtbekov told rae very secretly that in Grozny 353 persona 
were shot and that till project men were being arrested. 

In answer to my question as to how he knew all this, he 
said that he was confidentially Informed regarding this 
matter by Delgas and Korobovkin, who asked him not to tell 
me because I am a project man. At first I did not believe 
this, I thought that it cculd not bo\ that all the 
responsible people be shot at once. Nevertheless, this 
snake, notwithstanding the fact that I knew him and felt 
his hatred for me, was able to effect a certain impreeGion, 
whenever Khatfoekov and I met, he spoke to me of nothing 
else. He gave rae all the news: "Delgas says that even 
Sakhanov was taken** or "it seems that TxafimoV is arrested 
too 1 * or “I’m glad that I'm not in the project bureau, if 
I were, I do not know what would have happened to me 11 or 
"you know who is going with us, it is Chamrov, the agent 
of the Cheka, he la the director of a special division, 
you do not know him, but I know him sinoe the year *31, 
ohl one must watoh out for him, one must, devil take 
it, be cheerful or else everything ia lost" or "they oan 
take you direct from the border and not let you even see 
anyone". Seeing that this had some effeot on me, he 


would 





would come into my mws and any * Today Cthamrov etid that 
you seem somewhat and* ate., etc. From tills moment ay 
.‘.ora.l illness begins - I bad no strength to resist it and 
succumbed to his words. Aad, in addition, a progressive 
illness. Therefore, I decided to verify all tni§* rlow 
oould I do it - I waited for the arrival of Hakimovich 
3 ,-id Xorobkin. Up to this time 1 went to Khal\beLov twice 
and begged him to leave as clone and not tell me anything 
and to keep all his news to himself• I do not know »ny, 
but from this time even Charr.ro v began to treat me 
considerably worse, I do not know what provoked this, I 
think the fact that I really became somewhat strange. 
Thus, unknown to myself, I began to submit more and more 
to the influence of that rascal - Khadbekov• That is 
'-hat he wanted, - he had hia revenge, To r what, even I 
myself do not know. Upon reading this, you certainly 
will wonder how I could have succumbed to this, - I 
myself do not know. Some mental disorder! It may be, 

I do not know. 

Finally, the long awaited I'akhnovich and Korobkin 
arrived. I waited for them and immediately upon their 
arrival was the first to speak to them about the Grozny 
affaire. From them I found out very little, since it 
oeems that they hud stayed in Berlin a month, and the 
events had begun only two days prior to their departure. 
I o.m asked what business of mine was this affair, was it 
not true that I had committed no offenses, was not my 
conscience clear! Unfortunately, the villain was doing 
his work and was assisted not a little by my progressive 
illness. After this I remember that that snake again 
cam© to me and said: * Of course, they won* t tell you, 
to someone elBe, perhaps, but not to you, axe you a 


child 



child that you do not understand. Gh&mrov knows all, aek 
him." I only answered: "Gan on* speak of auoh things with 
Ghamrovt" The following evening in the barber shop X met 
Eraanullor and Korobkin. I think? 1*11 try again and see 
what they will say; ami say ? M «»hen I return to Grozny 1 
shall transfer without fail to production, t will work 

", Manuilov answered: 

"that’s that? Ho, brother, they will sake you. a second 
Akkerraan, 1 

immediately wonder how a person can reach such a state 
and make conclusion** regarding the Information of that 
villain from such oonversati ots. Manuilov said thin 
simply, without any reserved thought - I should not have 
paid any attention to this and 

But Khanbekov* o sorcery had done iti* work and 1 concluded 
that this aor.ns that that villain is correct. Why? I 
do not know. At this time Chamrov’s attitude toward 
me became dearly hostile, why, 1 do not know, he will 
tell you, I interpreted all this in one way - that is, 
that Kh&nbekov was correct. Finally, X reached such a 
state that X decided I must end it all and before ay 
departure from New York, through the Amtoxg doctor, X 
secured some opium . Khanbekov, notwithstanding 

my entreaties, seeing that I aaa having a difficult time, 
continued hie worfc. Both in New York and on the steamer 
he invariably said to me? "Each day you give youroelf 
amy more and more, Oharaxov has asked me directly, shat 
is the matter with Khach&turov - it must be that he knows, 
-hen I asked him to drop the entire matter he said 
spitefully: n You and 

you will contrive something}" It was at the table on 
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th® elearner that $Chn nbekov wald this phrase, thrt is, 

“you will contrive co nothingl" In the presence of Feodorov 
and Dobroehtanov. obroshtancv, 

vtthout any - I now know - replied: 

M why m j, he already has contrived It!" Apt*in, however, 

I . ..'„de the wrong < 0 ©nelusion, in favor of Khanbekov - that 
is, that KhanhekoV speaks the truth, even though he is a 
villain. la a word, at the time of our arrival in Paris, 
having tormented s;e almost a sonth, he had almost won hie 
point, 1 believed him up to 90$• Chamrov assisted in this 
to a great extent. I could not hide my condition and he, 
of course, could see that something was wrong with me, but 
he reacted in favor of Khanbekov. m this respeot, 

Feodorov proved himself very eorreot and earnest. He is 
the only person who did not annoy iae t . 

During our stay m Pans, Chamrov*s attitude towards 
me became so much worse that he plainly began to hat© me, 
which faot he oould not hide, - perhaps did not wish to 
hide it, - I do not know, in the Paris naphta syndicate 
Chamrov, I surmised, even now I believe so, said something 
about me to Taukerman. The latter knew me by sight, but 
thought that 1 did not know him, therefore, whenever we 
met he inspected me with hateful eyes. Finally I was 
convinced that I am a person who is deeply despised by 
Chamrov , and that all that this villain -Khanbekov - 
is whispering, is true. Thus,everything broke in ay 
brain, was it insanity? 1 do not know, you are the judge - 
I write only the real truth. 

In order that you may understand the condition 1 was 
in and the meanness through which Khanbekov gained his 
point, I shall relate an incident which occurred in a 


Paris 






P3ria restaurant. At the table were I, that snake, 

Chaiarov and Arutyunov. Wine was ordered. I refuse to 
drink (beosuae of my illness). All question »e as to 
why I do not drink, Khanbekov, continuing his revenge, 
says: "Brother, you drink - it makes your soul merry, 
and you seem to be melancholy always}" and further 
M Iiut look, the owner of this restaurant is a countryman 
of Khaoh&turov - he is a Turkish Armenian, Oh, 1 know 
these Turkish Armenians since my Crimea days. All of 
them are swindlers, Ahy, Feodor Pavlovich, once there 
was an incident like this; listen. In the Crimea one of 
them was selling a little bag of gold coins. He sold them¬ 
ed what do you think - on the top there were gold coins, 
on the bottom were false ones," Arutyunov, not noticing 
that the amunition was directed specially against me - and 
perhaps he did know this (I cannot any) - agrees: rt Yes, 
Feodor Pavlovich, they are, in general, a hopeless people 
and not to be trusted.* And all laugh . After this 
incident I thought it necessary to ask Arutyunov not to 
bother me, therefore, in the evening I went to hie room 
and directly told him not to repeat similar conversations. 
Pe, to be sure, realized his injustice, asked my pardon 
and promised that he would not do it again. From him I 
*ent to Khanbekov and began to ask his forgiveness if 
1 ever had done him a wrong, and ( I am ashamed to admit) 
began to bog him almost on my knees so that he would leave 
me alone and not annoy me. Neither my humiliation, nor 
my entreaties helped any. He simply put me out of his 
room, saying: M You scheme and analyze in your own room*. 

At the present time I am thinking of this and am ashamed 


that 
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t X wae able to co humble myself and beg this 
It is incompreh en s i bl e« It means that this person actually 
auSNBsecied in driving me mad and, through his cunning nature 
gained his point. -- r 

f inally , I decided that X must explain myself to 
uv-r.rov and tell him of my condition, so that he would 
* <v - >w tout they are dealing with a sick man, perhaps even 
r.n incane man, ready for anything. Therefore, I tola him 
about my trouble (ay illness) and about the fact that I 
>us in very dlfilcult circumstances, secretly hoping that 
I would meet with some help. But, unfortunately, I had 
made a big mistake, I received, no support from him, but 
his hatred for me for some reason increased even more, 

!; hy 1 met with such treatment, 1 do not know, evidently 
the influence of lihanbekov, with at this time he 

was very intimate (about this I will write later). 

Therefore, I decided that I could not go on, that I must 
do away with myself, which to my regret, I did so futilely 
in Paris in the hotel H Royal Monso". Before going to 
sleep, I took about one gram of opium, which I had bought 
in hew York through the Amtorg doctor. To my surprise, 
this did not do the work, the following day they succeeded 
in warning me end I bore all the pain of reaction secretly. 

In the morning I had a characteristic conversation with 
Kh&nbekov, When I had arisen, Khanbekov said! "Feodor 
Pavlovich knocked and knocked and could not awaken you, 
therefore h® went away,convinced that you were not in 
your room and that you were prowling about Paris all 
night." Could Chararov really have said that I prowl 
around Paris at night. Later, Khanbekov began to use 


this 






this incident to torment ,34^ sayingi "Do y >u know v»u;vt the 
communists s..id t when I wan going abroad* bind, 

• ; »men Khr i etof oro vi oh, it is best not to go through Paris, 
r you might be suspected, and,you know, there is a law 
in the O.S.3.R. (of course, not in the criminal code, but 
t, ooorct law of the G.P.U.) that when under suspicion if 
one is unable to establish the truth, - it means shooting, 

regardless of anything. You are in wrong, Chamrov thinks 
that you were out alone in Paris at night, that you were 
doing something in a counter-revolutionary nest itself.” 

To ray reply that it was all nonsense, that he and 
Arutyunov will be able to say that they awakened rae and 
that I was soundly asleep, this snake added; ”And you 
think they will believe that; you might have oome into 
your room after Chamrov left.” 

V 

During these days I was in such a state that I was 
not able to do anything. Neither write a letter home, 
nor buy anything, I did everything meohanioally. I hadn't 
a thought of remaining abroad, whenever I met Khanbekov, 
he tormented me; "scheme and analyse. The devil, one 
must be cheerful, tonight I shall danoe the foxtrot, the 
ohief and I are going to the danoe hall.” In the evening, 
m order to appear cheerful, I went with them, i.e. f with 
Chamrov and Khanbekov, to the danoe hall, but no good 
oame out of it for rae. Khanbekov burned \ip the foxtrot, 

while I sat as though my mouth were full of water. To my 
words that I hate Paris and do not like dances, in general 
they smiled spitefully, letting it be understood that 2 
apeak exactly the opposite of what I feel. Chamrov 
announced: “One must know how to do the foxtrot, but you 
do not know how, that is why you do not get on well.” 






All this :> -a Bsed i© ©yen so?®. 1 wonder 

• This 1 b spoken by e mn wise 
nows both mine and Khanbekoy 1 a worth as a worker. v<» 
.''.nows my capacity for work, which he employed to further 
his careerist alms* It was my own thoughts and prttoles, 
which I wrote at night, he «j . red .vn <l f pretending they 
• o Mo oyn, oont th en to n^-au-H/eys and journals . I was 
vary ill. 


."a tho Pay of on.r departure froa? Paris - -,fter dinner - 
l - vs-t Tnevwov ••,nd had the following- oonveraati on -dth him# 
Vhe subject w©.* the f .ct that Arutyunov had misplaced his 


Belgian visa (later It developed that KHaribekov had It by 
mistake). '!o, I do not, remember the entire conversation, 
but I remember that he said that perhaps someone may 

remain la P- ri%* To .ny surprised query as to what he means 

' • 

by this remark, he replied: "Why yes, it may be that 


unexpectedly someone may remain." I said nothing, but 
•roadsred why he neys all this to m* 3o, I made ay own 
conclusion ~ that is, that Khanbekov speaks the truth - 
and became More disconcerted. This is all the more 
inexcusable on Ohaarov* s port because I had told him of 


my sufferings. 

These were the conditions when we left Paris for 

that 

Berlin and 1 comforted myself with the thought/if I jus 
patient 7 -» 8 days, 1 shall be in boa cow, will finally 
rid myself of this villain, Khanbekov, and perhaps begin 
to cure myself. All would have been as I planned, had 
it not been for the events in Berlin. I had not a 


thought of remaining. 


in Berlin, it was the same thing, dancing again, 
Ohamrov canting hateful glances at me and openly e&ying 
that 1 am lonesome for Paris . If he is an honorable 

man, 
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XX ao'fvn 


roof of this. 
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’T 


■rrival In 


r ’, - 


Pratyunov 
doctor so 


and I f i kfiovi absolutely no German) '■•■rent to the 
that tie could examine no, Th© latter oxa luod ae 


and said that i urn very unwise to have neglected :y 
illness to auok a point and that inflammation had begun, 
s a skitter of fact, within a day i fell ouito ill and 

had a temperature of 3S—30,5 degree®. The following 

»•* -ruing, upoi<,a;-celng uo, l.i onbr'- v ...«!•:e>.i .r-r y pasa- 

■ \ 

port In order to get me a Polish visa, nnd added* * ind 

fl.hrJ- , 1 I ...buy you a ticket lor -ooccm or for Ppp-rclae?" 

I ..eked him what he mc:Jit by that, "e replied "nothing* 
and laughingly said * anyhow,. brother, to Ky&oow you 1 11 
rlM.j.PLt .sleepi ng .ear, unt-tn u g&vted. waron l* 
ur roone wore adjoining - this c a.vorsuiion took place 
in hie and iijmtyunov* a room, I acid that I would leave 
r.r.y passport on ay table, that 1 had to go to the doctor, 

I went into my room and instead of the passport X left a 
note on th© tablet w !)o not look for me, I nr< ending my 
liio by committing suicide - you will find out through 
the papers,* and went out with the firm intention t.;i thro* 


myself under a train. But It is not very easy to end one*a 
life and on the street I begun to wonder why I had chosen 
such a difficult way; on© can, for example, take opium 
again, but 3 grass of it, et cetera, Suffering thus, 


and 







fijritl ours.. > isyaclf, 

oote Wv.e it* it» ">.(.■ * 
u to we ;>nd r;»■'f 
.. vr passport to ’ 

V. ugh this s -not 'It 
v*’y bad-. I ru? • >r-:d, 
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In it true that you did ty.it rive 
lio\ s'' 1 answered: "yee* 1 ^v*?« 
o?-ether right) • lie said* 11 Very, 
whowing hi® the certificate from 


V-vs daot. or, that i had to stay in bed and I must not travel*. 
”Feodor pavlovich, you see, I have a temperature, here is 
the certificate from the doctor, yesterday Shestakov was 
hero and *& took ay teaiperaturo* It was more than 30, 

X shall depart tomorrow.* the answer was} "You 1 11 ahow 
y -ur certificate In :--oeoow . Very, very bud ." He looked 
sternly and went. On this day they were to depart. At 
8 o'clock Khanbekov telephoned met "Feodor Pavlovich 


Kants oo o.ollrtrs irom y at » .v ^cpliiscii t ■ ts*o devij,, 

you villain. Ohaarov knows that I am 111, I might need 


the money." "Fedor Pavlovich, listen to the way he talks," 
was what I heard through the telephone receiver. I never 


saw them again. Before departing, Arutytmov c-wme in and 


said good-bye. But -Jhamrov and Khanbekov did not oome. 

The following day I got worse, evidently my 
temperature had risen even higher. Someone from the 
naphta syndicate o&me to me demanding 80 dollars for .ny 
tioket. I begin to think that no one cares that I am ill, 
one wants 60, anothex; 00 dollars. Ohriarov himself had 
warned me that in Germany I would not receive a cent. 


My position is uncertain, maybe 1 shall have to stay in 
bed 2 days, maybe that will take $20. where shall I get 
the money to doctor myself. At this time I had SE7 dollars 
in all. I refused to pay the naphta syndicate. I was able 
to get out of bed only on the third day. How it happened 


that 
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that I til not leave on this day, 1 to not know, Was I 

•trait? Yea, 1 was vary touch afraid that I would ha the 

23rd - hut what for? Insanity, cowardliness, - that also 

I to not know. If I were not able to overcome my feeling 

and return In 3 or 5 days, then it was even harder the 

6th day, etc. At this time my visa expired, therefore I 

went tr the Berlin authorities for a permanent visa, I 

was refused and given a visa good only until January 1. 

Through accident, l still had my Afterloan visa, precisely 

by accident. When 1 was asked for it in the Amtorg, I 

did not have it with me, it was in my room, and when on 

I 

the following day/brought it to V&silxev, he said the 
Aratorg did not want it. And so, I had this visa through 
aooident. What was I to do? It seemed that 1 oould not 

return to the Union - the turn of events was suoh that 

' \ 

1 was under the influence of Khanbekov - 1 could not 

remain in Germany, so I decided to commit suicide, but 
was not able to do it because this can be done only at a 
given moment and when one has everything in one’s hands. 
Therefore, I went to the American consulate and learned 
that the visa was good for admission into America for one 
year. I bought a ticket for New York from Bremen, I paid 
170 dollars for it, I went to Bremen, but reoonsidered 
and came back to Berlin so that 1 might go back to the 
Union. In this manner I lost 26 dollars, as the steamship 
company retained 10^ of the value of the ticket. In 
Berlin 1 went to Volodkin, but did not find him home, 
he lives in the same building where the naphta syndicate 
is located. Again I reconsidered and went to Hamburg, 
where 1 bought a ticket to hew York for 174 dollars. 
Finally, I reconsidered again when boarding the steamer, 


but 







•* 

« t 

»v 

„ - 18 - 

but I was told that the company would not refund ay money and th a t 

nly through a court trial, if one were successful, was it 

poo a,Me tn obtain a portion of it. Thus, after ten Hays, 

with two dollars ia my pocket, I landed in Hew York; by me.ro 

chance I missed the island. How did 1 do all this, plainly 

conscious that 1 was not vexing Khanbekov, but the working 

class, not Chamrov, but the Soviet power, my native land, 

absolutely innocent people, ay relatives, not Khanbexov, but 

all young engineers, that I was sowing dissent in industry, 

that I am making the relations between the workers and the 

engineers even worse, that this is inconveniencing and 

harming industrialization. I think that at this time I was 

kept from committing suiolde by the struggles of life, if x 

had tn rny pocket not 3 dollars, but 1000, 2 would hcve ended 

my Hf*, but the stru-prle ke-’t ?m back. vfc thin tire I wanted 

", ; \ 

to go to Bron and tell him -everything and ask him to send me 
to the U.S.3.H., but 1 was afraid end did not wish to create 
e. political scandal. Perhaps Bron would not talk to ;e as a 

communist , he might do something foolish, - communicate with 
the police, I would be arrested as having entered the country 
illegally (bailed by Amtorg), it would be found out that I 
was & refugee, and. how it all would end, I do not know, 
apparently, e political scandal* I was extremely afraid of 
thiaj of course, not for myself, but that it might bring harm 
to the Soviet government, 

l repeat that only the struggles of life kept m from 
committing suicide. A wonth after »y arrival I already had a 
firm footing, I had. lived this long and had about 100 dollar a 
in my pocket. In New York, casually loafing and waiting near 
Amtorg, I saw Kokh - a capitalist, who furnishes end builds 
large plants for u». I followed him sod discovered that he 


lived 







lived ia the Pennsylvania Hotel, where X went the following 
corning. I told him that 1 wanted to live In America and 
offered ray services* To this ha replied that he needed 
constructing engl*Mero badly, but that I could not do the 
work now because I did not know the language very well. 

But if 1 'would. promise not to go away within 2 months, he 
would givo me u job in my line, and l could pick my duty now 
until X loomed the language better* I agreed, thy do I 
write you this? - in order to a how ray psychology. In other 
words, my struggle with life was at an end (X could already 
earn the wretched dollars), there remained only :■ y crime. 
Thus, I landed in the city of Findlay 1® the state of Ohio. 

X came here the day before yesterday* Mow you have the 
entire truth. 


dunt now 1 am in doubt and wonder why I do all this, 
since af ter i m 'dead i. 1 won’ t c&re.H They will read what 
1 have written, will laugh, will think* oh* what a fool, - 
and here the matter will end. Mo, Hoi It rauet not be so. 

Let them explain ay crime as they wish, only not as & 
struggle with the working class . If ay ideology were against 
the working class I would continue to live, I am young, .1 
am full of strength, energy, knowledge, I am not lacking 
money, I have the opportunity to work in ay direct vocation, 
etc. If I 'were your enemy, X would continue to live. The 
entire tragedy lies in the fact that mv Ideology done not 
pr-rralt .g&rvo the capitalists . That is not the purpose 

for which I acquired all my knowledge , for which 1 worked 
so hardl It is better for m# to die, than to go against 
my convictions* Capitalism ia a society of jackals and 
every member of this society strives to sheet Ms neighbor* 






All this, of course, Is surrounded by the appropriate rules 
>t decency* but this is unconditionally the foundation. 

■..s anyone ever in a position like mine. I think not. If 
by this letter I expiate at least a littls the wrong which 

1 hrve done to my state, to all the (Jroiny engineers - 

especially the young ones - then even eo It ia well. In tay 

position I see no other way out. If I go back not a. word I 

say will be believed, and I cannot explain myself verbally. 
i*hen in conversation I would casually refer to the American© 
es shop-keepers and expressed the opinion that in a few 
years they would come to us not as teachers, but as students, 
Ghamrov - "the responsible couminlst* - would change the 
subject. He was convinced that I was being earcastle as 
-gainst my convictions and apparently this was unpleasant 
to him. Bo was o,f the opini -n that^sinee I • an engineer, 
therefore, everything I say in favor of socialism ia 
sarcasm. Ghanrov Is not the only one who shared this view. 
Take, for instance, the director of the economic division 
of the G.P.U., Kupr tiov - a very responsible person. 

He at times asked me: *Is it true that all the engineers 
speak of the aline trial as something invented by the G.P.U." 
And when I objected, and said that he was very wrong, that 
such things cannot be invented and that not all engineers 
think it is an invention, he only laughed cynically; of 
course, he included me also with those who think that 
the mine court trial is an invention of the G.F.U. Upon 
reading these lines, perhaps one will thinfc that I m 
writing to the G.P.U. a denouncement of the O.P.U. He 
who thinks so is an idiot and a fool. In the first place 
I era not writing a denouncement for the reason that it is 
immaterial to me how this reacts, in the second place, 


individual 






individual persons cannot represent either the G.F.U. or, 
leant of nil, the Soviet power. I write of the rust which 
is found even in ideally planned raeehanissie. 

Upon reading these lines one way turn to the other 

extreme and say; there, they have ruined a as a n who was a 

Good comwunint. This also is a deep error. I an the 

customary, part 11 ess engineer of Soviet task#} never having 

struggled against the Soviet power, never having 

experienced any hatred for it, at times I did whimper, 

w&s dissatisfied, not understanding and erring I argued 

and acquired the hatred of individual persons, who also 

made errors. And so life went on and my ideology was 

drawn out. I, for example, never knew that my native 

doviet social order was so deeply rooted in me. In general, 

X woe for communism and did not like capitalism. I did not 
ay self ^ ') \ 

trouble/ about the fine points of politics, in fact, I did 

not th ink about them . 1 was dissatisfied with black bread, 
with one or another privation, or when I lacked money, and 
was happy when 1 ate white Soviet bread, or when we were 
sL9.W.lnfL a new factor y^ etc . There are at the present time 
thousands and thousands of such engineers in the U.3.3,11. 
They are not communists, nevertheless they hate capitalism, 
work honestly and think little about the fine points of 
politics. They do not like the faot that the workers 
treat them badly and are pleased with the successes, etc., 
etc. If there ie a real hatred, its instigators are 
persons whose number is insignifleant in the U.S.3.R. at 
toe present time. They are the engineers who from the 
very beginning have sowed distrust and dissent, dome 
criminals like Uliararov and Xh&nbekov, deepen this hatred 
through their behaviorj others, such as I, submitting to 
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t-hia influence, become even worse criminal#* and even more 
bo* distrust and evil. The only thing I do not understand 
is why I submitted to the whisperings of that snake* and 
why {Jhamrov carried ouch an attitude toward me. Was it the 
influence of that villain? All my later crimes, after I 
had remained abroad, I understand - 1 had to go somewhere, 

1 had to do something - and this is what I did: I looked 
for work, 1 went to Amerioa, eto,, eto. During my journey 
from Berlin to Bremen (my first journey, when I had decided) 
I was pursued by the maliciously smiling image of that snake 
and Chamrov’a eyes looking at me with hatred, exactly as he 
had looked at me in the dance hall in Berlin, when I sat 
gloomily staring at my plate, I could think of nothing else 
Neither employment, nor my work, nor my wife, nor my parents 
nothing came to i^y uundj, I only thought about them and 
"analyzed, analyzed and analyzed*, to uee the words of that 
snake. Whenever I became normal, I immediately directed 
my thoughts to the U.S.3.R. In this connection, even 
while in Bremen I reconsidered twice. At first I decided 
to go back to the U.3.5.R, and bought a return ticket 
from Bremen to Berlin, then, in five minutes I again fell 
under the influence and returned the ticket to the office. 
Then, within five minutes I again deoided to go home and 
again bought a ticket to Berlin and if the train to Berlin 
had not left in 15 minutes, I think that I again would have 
reconsidered. In general, regardless of what I did* I 
remained dissatisfied and followed one or another decision 
only when it was impossible to change it, 

I am afraid that you will think I am trying to justify 
myself - why, in what sense. No, I only write the absolute 

truth, 





truth, perhaps not in ranch detail, for I haven’t the 
patience. I consider as most important all the circumstances 
up to the commission of my crime, i.e., the moment when I 
recovered from my illnone and was already afraid to go back. 
All that followed has no special significance - for example, 
in Berlin I went to a "Euasi a.n university, M where 1 caw 
one Prof. Yasinski, and asked him for a Job, etc. I wish 
to say one thing to you and that is that 1 deeply, deeply 
hate all emigrants, all that dirt and rot, who axe busy 
hurling slope at their country and dream of the return of 

times. 

I know that in connection with my assignment the 
people who nominated me may suffer. But they axe entirely 
without fault* 


Entirely blameless also are my, unfortunate wife and 
■ \ 1 ' ( 

parents, who .may suffer most because* of ;that villain. 


Before my death I beg forgiveness from the Grozny 


workers, who always trusted me, 1 beg forgiveness from 
the engineers, in particular the young Soviet engineers, 
as I have stained their honor. I beg forgiveness of the 


Soviet power as a whole for the political injury which I 
have done to industrialization, but X swear that it is 
insanity, and not a political crime - before my death I 
shall not lie for anything. I beg forgiveness from my 
wife, my parents, and all my kin, for the shame which 1 
bring upon them. 


Before my death I forgive Ohaarov everything, who, 
after all, perhaps was under the influence of that villain, 
but I cannot forgive Khanbekov - that snake* Therefore, 

I die cursing him — my blood, will be on his conscience. 

On hie conscience, all the suffering, and perhaps the 


life 





■ 24 — 


life, of ay wife and parents. 

I beg very much that if the G.P.U. finds it possible, 
it forward the attached letter to ay wife. 

I aa sending all ay things and money to the Aatoxg, 
considering them under detention* If the court finds it 
possible, I beg very much that they be forwarded to my 
unfortunate wife, in the event of her death, to my parents* 
X have bo arranged it that this letter of sine may 
come directly into the hand* of the President of the Amtorg 
personally, who shall send It to the U.S.3.R., together 
with ay passport and my letters to ay wife, 
nee more I ask for forgiveness. 


Senior Constructing Engineer of the state Trust 

'•Grozneft*: , 

; ) ) 1 [ 

V. Khaohatuxov. i 

February 28, 1830* 

City of Findlay, 

State of Ohio* 

I find it very difficult and I more than anyone else 
sharply feel the horror of all that I have dan®, since I 
belong to the national minorities, which the whites hate so 
and which only the Soviet government has recognized as 
having equal rights and has done so much for them. Oh, how 
difficult it is! 

I especially beg the forgiveness of the workers of the 
1st and 5th factories, who knew me so well, trusted me, and 
with who® I have worked for so many years. Before my 


death 
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death, I beg the G.P.U. to inform the Grozny workers that 
I swear that I never was their enemy and that I beg their 
forgiveness. I swear that 1, just as much as they, hate 
all capitalists and cannot work for them - I prefer death. 


r 
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JsL JEbparimetti of Hfustxce 

T&mtcxix #f ^nteitgatum 

905 Federal Reserve Bank Bldg. 
Kansas City, Missouri. 


December 19th, 1930. 


Director, 

Bureau of Investigation, 
Department of Justice, 
Washington, D. C. 


Dear Sir: 

RE: V. A.'Hatchatouroff (Deceased), 
Radical Matters, 

K. C. File No. 62-541. 


Receipt is acknowledged of Bureau letter dated December 
11th, 1930 in the above entitled matter. The papers and documents 
which were loaned to this office by Coroner Heckman, Wichita, Kansas, 
have been received from the State Department and are on this date 
being returned to Coroner Heckman with thanks for his cooperation and 
assistance in this case. 



Very truly yours, 



M. T. Little, Acting 
Special Agent in Charge. 
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*11. & gepartmnti of justice 

bureau xrf 

El Paso, Texas, 
January 27, 1931. 


i>t / 

Director, He: PETEK BODFUJiCEI'; p. VASILIEV; 

Bureau. of Investigation, D. Y OIuCTANGY - Espionage Pat ter. 

Department of Justice, j 

"lashing ten, D. G. 

Dear Sir: 


In regard to the above named subjects, please 
find attached hereto a copy of a communication dated 
December 19, 1930 addressed to Special agent .II. Sore la 
of this office by Police Officer Charles 3.^Griffith 
of Douglas, Ariz., together with copy of a letter 1 ad¬ 
dressed to the said special agent under date of January 
20, 1931 by the said police officer relative to the 
above named individuals. 

This matter is being forwarded to the Bureau 
as of possible interest. 

Very truly yours, 

/ 

^ J.P.hacParlund, 

Special Agent in Charge. 

JPtubg 
Enc. 
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THE CPEf 0? DOUGLAS 
Douglas, Arizona, 

1250-lEth St* 

Dec. 19 tit, 1950. 


Ur. I", Sere la, 

31 Paso, lex. 

Dear Sir: 

Refering to tie conversation I had with you this A.I.I. regard¬ 
ing the xoen I gave you the names of, I will go a little into detail of 

why I think they might he Russian agents. If you were net too busy 

v 

at the time and have read the newspaper accounts of the actions of the 

V 

Russian Co called The Amterg Trading and Commercial Co in Dew York 
City, you will have seen that their purpose was not all together com¬ 
mercial., and you may have seen the statements of two or three of their 
officials who had severed their connections with them. It was also 
brought out that there were some thirty-edd agents of the secret 
police of Russia called the "Cgpu” were also in this country. Now 

i 

these men i told you of registered fran. New York city, they were not 
riff raff, but had the appearance of educated men, were dressed in good 
taste, and seemed well supplied with money. Their actions while here, 
outside of holding conversations with no ore outside of that Greek, 
and when they saw my star when I came into the coffee shop, they seemed 
to xus to be watching me closely, their trips out to the smelters every 
day instead cf riding, it struck me that it was just possible that they 
might be some of the"0gnu". And that their pxa'pose might be to get a 
rough draft of Industrial plants for future use, and of labor conditions. 


Also that the other agents might be doing the same in other party of the 
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country, and where they saw a chance, to stir up trouble also, I 
hope I have not taken up too much of your valueable time with my ideas, 

Yours truly, 

(agd.) Chas. a. Griffith 
(over) 

Of course I realize I may be all wrong, but I just thought I would 
mention it to you on just a chance I might be right. 

COPY 






1250-15th St 


Douglas, Arizona, 

Jan. 20th., 1931. 

1 


Hr. 11. Sorola, 

31 Paso, Tex. 
Dear Sir: 


Since writting you I happened to remember that the Supt 
of the 0 & A Shelter was a friend of mine, so X took up with him those 
three men I wrote you about, and he went over thier records, hut neither 
had been out to the smelter. 

In June of this year they had a Russian by the name llr. 
Peter^Bourlakoff a metallurgical Engineer of the Zwetmetmetzoloto Trust, 
who c£&e with a letter from Hr. J.B.Cooper, manager Phoenix Office, 
Allis-Chalmers manufacturing Go. 

Cn the 16th, this month, two men were called to my attention 
as being at the hotel. 

The men came from Bisbee and registered here Jan. 16th, this 

year. 


I phoned my friend at the smelter and found that he had left 
a note at the Police Station for me and in this note he said that two men 
had been to the plant Sunday, the 18th and gave their names as follows. 
P.yVaslliev. M.E. and D.^Tukhtanov of the Npn-Ferrous ratal Corporation, 
1,'oscow, also their cards showed the name, Amt or g Trading Corp. II, Y. 

These are the men that were here at the Gadsden. They registered here 
Jan. 16th and checked out Jen . 19th and as near as I can find out they 
must have gone back to Bisbee, as they had no baggage here and I preside 
they left it at bisbee. The only thing in the way of baggage the;* had was 
one had a small box that looked like some kind of a camera, and the other 
had a brief case. The best description that I can get of them is as 
follows: ? fl - 5* 8" tall, about 160 lbs. #2 - 5* 10” tall, about 170 lbs. 
Both dark complected, black hats, crushed in at top. smallest had dark 
overcoat, largest had a mottled overcoat, both mining engineers, spoke 
very little english. You will note that they are both evidently connected 
with The Amtorg Trading Go. of U.Y. which does not look good to me. 

Hope I have not taken up too much of your valuable time. Should 
any more of these kind of birds show up will shoot it in to you. 

Yours truly, 

Ohas. S. Griffith, 


COPY 
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It is sported that- stoolc ie "being sold to 
,00- —a of *0 working class 1« «» l»o*P<»»*l« o*U*- 

♦* tatorr Finance Corporation. This m»* ha 41«tnoHf» 

•ro./tha^t^.Tr«ain % 0 5 P<»ntl?h. and the purpose,^ the 
Pinane© Corporation nre unknown; nor 1 b the plnco 
^rhUon ;; ^V‘^wn, asking the state^nt to he as 

nllGt;ed. This report homes from Detroit with a request 

for veriliootion here* 


March 17, 1931* 
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itvrcfc 13, 1931. 


Mr. Robert F, Kelley, 

Department of State, 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Salley* 


aJ*^. 


I ua eiie.lo3i.rg herewith 

*h?t'b 1 ?-.*•• bee:' eer-t to sirs by a 

friend :>f nine it. Hew York, vhr. Inform*. an that 
las; ,. je,rce >f U*.$ • -i forme hr beU eves to be 
enlrirely ryfiabls. If inch a condition exists 
as iaaic-utau In lift attached namoranduia, it night 
be worthy of so.-ae inquiry for it practically 
craatop . luov.'; •• .; t is of jk unage. I realise ■> 
th&t it is c ru.bsr belie? to sitvetioo to ■»•.»•:« v : . 
any inquiry ubvu.,but I thought- I should bring K ^':. 
it to your attention. If there is any action 
you dfeuire _ic to , I will bo very t «jl&d to''* 
comply with your wishes. 

Very truly ..ours. 


Enel. 

u; 


Director. 
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MEMORANDUM. 


Thare 1a sain uO us a patient in the hospital in Plainfield,' 

Her Jersey, who has been working as an engineer for Amtorfl, and ie 

X' 

over here on a limited passport* The man’s wife is alleged to have 

said that they were compelled to levre liuasis for she had talked 
rather recklessly oaere, anu, consequent.!/, an arrangement was made 
jo sene* oncm to tai3 couua’j to work for ii-**tOi.g a . a nominal salary 


V 


\ 

\ 



\ 


under penalty Hurt il tua subject *eft the employ of Amtorg or re¬ 
fused to wor«. for tan pa/' allotted to aim, the Gtato Department 
would be advised that his te:n, orary passport should be cancelled 


aud the man returned to I’-ussla, where he is under sentence of y 

death. The informant states that these people claim that there ^ 

are a number of other persons employed by Amtorg working under 
exactly the same conditions* 


larch 17, 1931 






£3- Jbparfanent nf ^Justice 

lurarn ai ^nteiigaium 

lost office 13ox ,,-351 
Grand Central station 
Fen York City 


CGS 


tiv'J 


July S5, 1951 


Director 

Bureau of Investigation 
Denartraont of Justice 
'..ashingtoa, D. 0. 

Dear Sir: 

for the information of the Bureau 
files, there is transmitted heraulth a cony of an 
article anueoring in the ITp^York fines under date 
cf duly 18, 1951 relative*to a tax assessment made 
by tho Internal Ifevenue Bureau against the 'ijntorg 
Trading Corporation. 

Very truly yours, 



EECCjcvDSD & IlNUiiSED 





NEW YORK TIKES 


JULY 18, 1931 


AMTORG SEEKS CUT 
IN TAX ASSESSMENT 

j 

Corporation Asks Reduction in i 
Income for Amounts Paid to 
Soviet Government. 

Special to The New York Timex. 

WASHINGTON, July 17. - An as¬ 
sessment against the Amtorg Trad-; 
ing Corporation of New York of $23,- 
846 additional income taxes for the | 
year ended Sept. 30, 1929, by the 
Internal Revenue Bureau was dis- 
! closed today when the Soviet sales ' 
agency filed a petition with the 
Board of Tax Appeals for a redeter- ! 
mination of the deficiency. 

The Internal Hevenue Commis- 
I sioner, the petition said, disallowed a j 

■ deduction of $211,970, which repre- j 
j sented excise taxes payable to the 

Russian Government, 
j The Internal Revenue Bureau noti- 

■ fied the petitioner that the deduction 
was disallowed because it repiesented 
"operating profits distributed to the 
Union of Socialist Soviet Republics.” 

Amtorg represented that all of its 
stock was held in trust for the Bank 
of Foreign Trade of the Soviet. As 
all of the stock of this bank was not 
owned by the Soviet Union, the pay¬ 
ments were not divided and should 
have been allowed as taxes or the 
! expense of conducting the business, 
j the corporation contended in its ap- 
| peal. 

The reported income of the Am-, 
torg Corporation for 1929 amounted ; 
to $171,149. The bureau readjusted! 
the income to $391,905. ' I 

The bureau also refused a deduc-1 
tion of $5,334, said to have been paid I 
to S. G. Bron, president of Amtorg, 
for entertainment purposes. 

1 Donations of amounts ranging from 
$5 to $50 to the Railroad Yardmas-! 
ters’ Association, the Railroad Ex-, 
j press Employes’ Association, the Of- '■ 

! ficers Association New York Fire' 
j Department, the Order of Railway 
Clerks, “Thomas W. Lamont, treas- 
! urer,” and the Firemen’s Associa- 
j tion also were disallowed. These 
were classed by Amtorg as miscel-, 
laneous expenses. 

As the case goes before the tax 
board, however, only the refusal of 1 
the bureau to allow the $211,970 de- ! 
duction from income will be con¬ 
gested. 

j The case raises an interesting point 
t of law, in the opinion of experts, 

: complicated by the fact that the So- 
; viet Union is not diplomatically rec¬ 
ognized by the United States and by 
I the controversy over importations 
| from Russia. 
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P. 0. Box 1405 
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Director 

Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 


Be: 


. . December 31, 1931 

JAN 6 - 1932 


PERSONAL & COI 
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^ rjSfDBXXD ‘ 

AMTORG TRADING CORPORATION. 


Dear Sir: 




*s <* 
,1 6 


Mr. Victor iA - Nydele, 505 Belmont avenue, Chicago, 
Illinois, telephone, Franklin 5792, called at the Chicago Bureau 
Office on December 30, 1931, and stated that he was a construction 
engineer, and was head of the Ny€ele Building Construction Company, 
General Contractors, 111 V/est Washington Street, Chicago, Illinois; 
that he had constructed the Belmont Plaza Apartment Hotel, located 
at 505 Belmont Avenue, and had taken this hotel over because of de¬ 
fault in payments, and was operating this hotel at the present time; 
that a Mr. N*^fsaakiauz and a Mr. I^|Gordeer, who were Vice-Presidents 
of the Amtorg Trading Corporation, a corporation engaged in pur¬ 
chasing supplies and handling other business for the Soviet Govern¬ 
ment in Russia, had recently engaged suites in his hotel, having 
come to Chicago from New York City; that these parties both contem¬ 
plate bringing their families from New York City to reside at the 
hotel, and have also made arrangements with him to house transient 
guests, whom they expect to visit them at various intervals from 
New York City. 


Mr. Nydele stated that he has been connected with 
interests which are engaged in construction work in Russia, and that 
he has been interested in securing contracts for construction work 
in Russia, and that he believes that these parties evidently selected 
his place because of the fact that he had some connection with con¬ 
struction firms which had performed work in Russia. Mr. Nydele 
further stated that he is an ex-service man and belongs to the Ad¬ 
vertising Post of the American Legion, and that it occurred to him 
that he might be in a position at some future date to cooperate 
with the Government,- if the Government desired, to secure information 
concerning any persons connected with the Amtorg Trading Corporation, 
who might be stopping at his hotel. He also stated that his call to 
this office was induced by the fact that he might be criticized at 
some time for housing persons connected with the Russian Government 
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at his hotel, and for this reason he desired to call at this 
office and make it a matter of record that he is willing to co¬ 
operate with the Government at any time in securing any information 
which may be available to him as a result of having these persons, 
tenants in his hotel. 

Mr. Nydele was advised that this matter would be 
made of record, as it might be possible that at some future date, 
his connection would prove valuable to the Government. 

The above is submitted for the information of 

the Bureau. 


Very truly yours, 



D. B. GUINANE, Acting C 
Special Agent in Charge. 


EPG:RS 
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■’ JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
DIRECTOR 



CM.: El.IF 



JS. IBeparteteni of 'Quailce 

bureau of ^Ittfiesttgaitojt 
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July 14, 1932. 



MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR. 


While I was in New York, Special Agent O’Donnell 
furnished some cpBrMestxaT information obtained from one of 
the patriotic organizations opposing Communism, as follows: 

. , 

Business of Amtorg has dropped 86% to date. 


Year 1929 to 1930 Soviet had adverse trade balance 
of $10,000,000, which it settled for in gold. 

Year 1930 to 1931 Script had adverse trade b; l.runs 

of $125,000,000, which it setticd for in gold. 

Year 1931 to 1932 Soviet had adverse trade balance 
of $300,000,000. It has on hand just $300,000,000 to discharge 
this obligation, after which the coffers will be empty. 


Respectfully, 


. A. Appel. 
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jjL^Beparimeni of ^Justice 


^Brtraru uf ^nfa&tiQcrtxmx 

625 Lafayette Building, 
Detroit, Michigan, 

July 14, 1932. 


Director, 

United States Bureau of Investigation, 
V, 'ashington, D. 0. 


Dear Sir: 



John A. Mortz, Uayne County Prosecutor’s office investigator, 
Detroit, has furnished information relative to activities on the part 
of the Russian Government which he believes should be in possession 
of the proper Federal officials. Mr. Mortz informed that Mr. Lester P. 
Dodd, 1604 Dime Bank Building, Detroit, Attorney for the Bud Manufactur¬ 
ing Co., informed him on or about June 25, 1932 that Fred D«yEdgar, De¬ 
troit, mechanical engineer, now unemployed, had been successful in secur¬ 
ing information relative to a patented process used by the Bud 

Company in the cold-rolling of steel. v 

V 


That he had learned that Edgar had furnished this information 
to a representative of the Russian Government. Mr. Mortz advised that 
he then had Edgar brought into his office for questioning at which time 
Edgar advised that he had been out of work for the past two years and 
that he was formerly chief engineer of the Deisel motor department of 
the Packard Motor Co., and has held various positions as a mechanical en¬ 
gineer for several years. Mortz stated he believed Edgar should be in^ \ 
terviewed by an agent of the Bureau. \ 


On July 11, 1932 Fred J. Edgar was interviewed in the office of 
Mr. Mortz and advised that he resides at 1253 Balfour St., Grosse Point 
Park, Detroit, Michigan. He advised that through his position as engineer 
in charge of the deisel engine department of the Packard Motor Co., Detroit 
he has been able to make many friends and acquaintances who hold respon¬ 
sible positions with manufacturers who produce various patented mechanical 
devices. He stated that about two years ago, while employed by the Packard 
Motor Co. he met a Mr ^Markoff, Vice-President of ^Vrmatog, New York City, 
the buying corporation of the Russian Government through which all business 
with American manufacturers is transacted* that about a year and a half ago 
the Deisel Engine Department of the Packard Motor Go. was closed and he 
has been partly unemployed since that time. j ..... 
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Mr. Edgar informed that soon after the temporary closing of 
Packard's Deisel Engine Department he applied for a position as mechanical 
engineer to Hr. Markoff, Vice-President of Armatog; that he received no 
reply to his application but in May of this year a stranger called him by 
telephone at his home and stated that he ms a friend of Hr. Markoff and 
that he desired an audience concerning an important matter. Mr. Edgar 
stated that he met this individual, who is a Russian, on a downtown street 
corner at which time a letter purporting to be from Mr. Markoff was pre¬ 
sented to him which advised that he should feel free in furnishing any 
information and assistance possible to the bearer of the letter. 

Edgar stated that he has had about ten meetings with this 
individual on street corners and at his home since that time and has 
learned that this Russian's name is Mr.VDimitroff; that when correspond¬ 
ing with Dimitroff he has been requested to use coded phrases in his 
letters - to address him. as "Bill" and to sign his letters as "Jack". 

Ee stated that he has been informed by Dimitroff that his organization 
has six different addresses in New York City where mail is called for 
daily but that his actual address is not known to anyone. 

Mr. Edgar furnished a specimen of a group of problems given 
him by Dimitroff which information he has obtained from various sources 
and furnished Dimitroff by mail. These problems are being attached to 
this letter for the Bureau's information. The problems deal with informa¬ 
tion relative to the lighting of^aerdrames, shooting and bomb throwing 
apparatus on aircraft and other aeronautical - information. He stated 
that the most important information he has been able to furnish Dimitroff 
was the cross section diagram of the patented machine used by the Bud 
Manufacturing Co., Detroit, whereby steel is cold-rolled; that Dimitroff 
was extremely anxious to secure this information in order that a giant 
Russian tractor plant may manufacture steel disc wheels without the heat¬ 
ing process. 

Mr. Edgar advised that on July 10 Dimitroff called him at his home 
and requested that a meeting be arranged at once; that he met Dimitroff on 
the corner of Jos. Campeau and E. Jefferson Ave. and was introduced to 
another Russian as "Friend”; that "Friend” is unusually well educated and 
appears to be an expert aeronautical engineer. He stated that "Friend" 
and Dimitroff talked about the new dirigible being built at Akron and of 
the Great Lakes Aircraft Corporation at Cleveland; also of the submarine 
base at,Hew London, Conn., and how important it is that Russia obtain the 
latest fighting equipment. He advised that Dimitroff made this statement: 
"Edgar, you have been given small stuff until now - we believe you are trust¬ 
worthy and are in a position to secure big stuff for us". 
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Edgar stated that Dimitroff then gave him §140.00 in cash for 
expense money and told him to proceed to New London, Conn., where he 
should meet "Friend" and attempt to secure the following: 

/ 

Q. 22. There is a wide use lately of acoustic apparatus (Gidrophone) 
or ^ound catchers on submarines and ships. Very important 
to obtain detailed plan and description of newest achievment in 
this field. 

Q,. 23. The torpedo from submarines is fired by compressed air - by 
this ineans, after the topedo leaves the apparatus, there 
emerges to the surface of the water a large air bubble which 
indicates the locality of the submarine at the time of firing. 

It is known that this undesirable appearance is liquidated by 
means of a certain device. Verify if this is true and obtain 
description and plan of this device. 

Mr. Edgar advised that he is acquainted with a Mr. G. A. Fr anz en, 
Groton, Ocnm., who is superintendent of the New London Boat and Engineering 
Corporation ifoich has built submarines for the Russian Government in the 
past and which ie actively engaged in the building of submarines for the 
tT.S.Navy; that he believes he will be able to secure much of this informa¬ 
tion from Mr. Franzen but that if he is unable to secure the information 
from him, Dimitroff has suggested that they make attempts to secure the 
information at the U.3.Submarine Base at New London. 

He stated he has also been instructed to get information relative 
to an air purifier, water distiller, used by the U.S.Navy and a submarine 
deisel engine. v v 

Edgar advised that Dimitroff informed him that the Russian Govern¬ 
ment has furnished approximately §15,000.00 or §20,000.00 for the obtaining 
of the information listed above. He also stated that he has received between 
§400.00 and §600.00 at various times from Dimitroff for the answers to the 
questions submitted to him. 

Edgar further advises that he does not desire to become involved 
in any difficulty in securing information for the Russians and that he 
would discontinue his contacts with them at once were it not for his be¬ 
lief that he would be given an important assignment by the Russians in the 
near future which might involve either the dirigible now being built at 
Akron or some other important phase of national defense. He stated that 
to date the information he has given to the Russians ha3 not been of any 
consequence and that it could have been obtained by anyone with good con¬ 
tacts and a knowledge of engineering. However, he stated that he intends 
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to proceed to New London and will report ary information he receives to 
the Detroit office, upon his return. He further stated that he has teen 
instructed to wire H* Mitchell, 219 Seventh Avenue, New York City, upon 
his arrival in New London and upon the receipt of this telegram "Friend" 
will immediately proceed to New London and contact him at a place* yet to 
be determined. Edgar advised that he can be reached in New London at 
the main Western Union office, if necessary. 


This information is being furnished the Bureau for whatever 
value it may have and for whatever action the Bureau may desire to take 
in the premises. 


Very truly yours, 



Win. Larson, 

Special Agent in Charge, 


PDB;bg 
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• xz 18 very ira-^rtmt to obtain materials re out the central power si 
^ : ~ or ^ Planes, jjl 

f ^ ?he growth of™, tonnage, the size, the footing and bombthrowing 
apparatus on aircrafts brings new problems in^the field of electriflei 
of planes, Accumulators and small dynamos, working from a windpower 
are^not sufficient enough. 

, It require:, independent sources of Electro-energy with a gasmotor 
a primary motive-power with special dynamos, guaranteeing all the con 
sum4rs of the electro-energy on the pIU»e, from the radio to the heat 
tem f •l.ectrof ication of the armament, bomb throwing, revolving of ti 
pla and turret tower. 

Important to obtain, 

a J *' a ■'•sr o'" the staftlon, type of current, tension. ' 

b) blwu prints, weight, dimensions, method of mounting. 

c) that ■ rino-motor is placed in the power-station with a cornu -e 
cylinder for air starting airplane motors. The primo-motor is 6 
with 3000 revolution per minute. ' 1 irms making this primo-motor 


with 3000 revolution p r 
' Dyriamo, weight, dime ni¬ 


ne thod of attachment, mounting. 


Electro-lighting inst-13. 

of two pr.L~i.oipal parts. 

1. Illumination of bhn • "V; rtpla.ee. 

°. Illumination of the coast buildings. 

3. Illumination for guarding. 

4. Illumination for signaling. 

Tie most important is the Illumination of tie starting places. 
.no!. \ \nt to obtain. 

1* otailed plans and drawing of electo-l:.ghting equipment# 1 
airports. p* 

2. Detailed description methods of connection of the comr"nd 
point with the airplane and reverse. 

3. Detailed description and. plans of methods of lighting the 

. 3.C6 • — — _ 

1. Blue prints and plrnra, '■•Iso--the •mounting system o Ip s '.t 
starting place. 

5. Detailed information} ’That is den.o to prevent the water s 
of sea airdromes from soiling. 


■ ea-aerdromes. 


his problem cons 1 




• landing means on seaplanes. ^ 

"’he lending means" for airplanes are: Landing rearch-iighf• 
uiiderwing magnesium skyrockets ., which are "Iways kerth J1 h 
and which could be used at any time in care of forc«Kj£^‘* 
Tlu : r means are not appliable for seaplanes. ' n hey damp ~ ^ 

ary ef f*.. - because by lighting the water with straight rl 
light and t'.e necessary visuali t-y is not obtained. 1 , 

Tn the English practice there were cases when pamohuta 
thrown down from seaplanes in emergency. m hese parachute 
area.s of water, the surface of which was visable. V 

Our problem is to obtain: _ | 

---J.. The firms making these landing means. 1 J ' 

13. ’That are those means: Are zney projeciox-a or . _ 
give a full description of these means and device 
III. What landing means are used on ’hyy seaplanes am 
description. 

anding pro jectors (search-lights) for planes. 

nj^reign countries projectors with-, 
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17. It la very important to obtain materials about the central 
power station for planes. 

The growth of the tonnage, the size, the shooting and bombthrowing 
apparatus on aircrafts brings new problems in the field of 
electrification of planes. Accumulators and small dynamos, working 
from a windpower are not sufficient enough. 

It requires independent sources of Electro-energy w *.th a gasmotor as 
primary motive-power with special dynamos, guaranteeing all the 
consumers of the electro-energy on the plane, from the radio 
to the heating system, electrofication of the armament, bombthrowing, 
revolving of turpu-plates and turret tower. 


Important to obtain. 

a) Power of the station, type of current, tension. 

b) blue prints, weight, dimensions, method of mounting. 1 

c) What primo-motor i3 placed in the power-station with a compressor 
cylinder for air starting airplane motors. The primo-motor is 6-8 

H. P. with 3000 revolution per minute. Firms making this primo- 
motors. 

d) Dynamo, weight, dimensions, method of attachment, mounting. 

13. Electro-lighting installations of sea-aerdromes. This problem 
consists of two principal parts. 

I. Illumination of the startplace. 

2. Illumination of the coast buildings. 

3. Illumination for guarding. 

4 > Illumination for signaling. 

The most important is the Illumination of the starting places. 
Important to obtain . 

1. Detailed plan3 and drawing of electo-lighting equipment of sea- 
airports. 

2. Detailed description methods of connection of the commanding 
point with the airplane and reverse. 

3. Detailed description and plans of methods of lighting the starting 
place. 

4. Blue prints and plans, also the mounting system of lighting 
the starting place. 

5* Detailed information) What is done to prevent the water surface 
of sea airdromes from soiling. 

19» Landing means on seaplanes . 

The landing means for airplanes arej Landing search-lights and 
underwing magnesium skyrockets, which are always kept on the 
plane and which could be used at any time in case of forced 
landing. 

These means are not appliable for seaplanes. They dont give the 
necessary effect, because by lighting the water with straight rays 
they create light and the necessary visuality is not obtained. 








- 2 - 


In the English practice there -rscas- f ^£”^7” 

::^iT,zzri^r^. 

Hn r problem is to obtains ... 

i The firms making these landing means* . , r 

U.Yihat are those aefoasi Are they projectors or roc 
give a full description of these means and de ^ lc ®®* 
til. Shat landing means are used on Havy seaplanes and 

their description. 

>iu * fro “ ^ 

hf the reflectors, dimension (sUe) and weight of these proje 
Feeding and maintaining of the projectors. of 

TJhat gives the prime-power, "here is it inntallea ana 
mounting, the type of current, voltage. 
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DE^RANDOII FOR ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL DODDS. 


There aura transmitted herewith two copiesJ jMi letter fro* 
the Detroit office of this Bureau, dated July 14, 1932, and its 
enclosure* The letter transmits infcreation furnished fay Fred D. 
Edgar, ?. eecheeleel engineer, who has been *ag<$gip(l by a !Ar. murkoff, 
said to he the tier president of Axtorg, one Dimltroff, and another 
unknown, individual, to secure and furnish for the us« of ths Soviet 
gowrnnent infamation ■ of mechanic'?.! details- of .various u^aratiwfi. 
Thi?' includes the lighting of airdr nes, ohoctiuj uud boab thwtiag 
apparatus on aircrafts, and other '•ero.iau tie-sl infdrvation. There 
are also referred to, the ne*r dirigible being built at Akron, the 
factory of the Great hakes Aircraft Corporation nt Claveland, and 
the submarine base at Sew London, Ceooecticut. flexion-is -ala© 
made of acougtie apparatus on snboarlaea and ships &»d nesas uf 
eliminating the air bubble released iron torpedoes fired from 
subaarinea. 

The Bureau has taken no action with regard to the foregoing. 

Very truly yours. 


Director. 


Enel. 407023. 


•' V v ' 4 ’ i ' ,U Klft|Lt'G * S'O* 

tiM 20 IS 3 2 


O'^v-vCk 














CAAlHLAl 

#6l-53iil ~ ;• 0 

Jmly 2c, 19-?2. 




% 


« 


# 


|| |«inRAMDUtt FOR ASSISTANT ATTOlulif 


GENERAL DODDS. 


With further reference to the matter of informs 
tion furnished by Fred D. Fdgar, concerning effort# 
the Soviet Government to obtain mechanical detail# 
apparatus, Commander Kilpatrick of the Naval Intelligence 
telephoned to Mr* Appel on July 25, to state that i. * 
Bureau had no objection, communications would be xorwaraec 
to members of the Naval Intelligence in an effort to 
secure additional details. Mr. Appel stated that the 
Bureau had no objection, and it is presumed that this 
course will be followed. 

Commander Kilpatrick asked that any additional 
information received by the Department be forwarded to 

the Naval Intelligence promptly. 


Very truly yours. 


Director. 
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July 26, 1932 


Special Agent in Charge, 

United States Bureau of Investigation, 
625 Lafayette Building, 

Detroit, Michigan. 


Dear Sirt 



Copies of your lotter of July 14# concerning information 
furnished fcy Fred D.^juigar injregard to efforts of the Soviet 
Government to obtaiajgonfid^ffti&l information of mechanical details 
of various apparatus, were forwarded to the Criminal Division. One 
of these was sent by the Criminal Division to the Navy Department. 

The Criminal Division advises that while it is not be¬ 
lieved that any investigation in the matter should be Baade at this 
time, it is desired that your office keep in touch with the situa¬ 
tion, in order that appropriate attention may be given the matter 
if adequate information ie received that will warrant the belief 
that there has been a violation of Section 31 or Section 32 of 
Title 50, United States Code. If, therefore, Mr. Edgar reports 
any further information, you should see that complete details 
are obtained and are forwarded immediately. 


Very truly yours. 



Director* 
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September 6, 1932* 


MEMORANDUM FOR ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL 
DODDS. 


With further reference to the information furnished 
by i'red D. Edgar relative to the obtaining of information 
for the use of the Soviet Government regarding mechanical 
details of various apparatus in which the offies of Naval 
Intelligence was .extremely interested, there is transmitted 
a copy of a letter from the Detroit office of this Bureau, 
dated August 29th, referring to further information furnished 
by Mr. Edgar. It is understood that the office of Naval 
Intelligence is anxious to receive this at the earliest 
possible moment. 


Very truly yours, 


Director# 


Enc. #404910 
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6E5 Lafayette Building 
Detroit, Michigan 
August 89, 1938 


' <y "GLrn$z 


.1... _ - 


Director 

United states Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 


Dear Sir: 
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Reference is made to Bureau letter da'ted .July 8®, 

1938, concerning the information furnished by Fred D.CEdgar, Detroit, 
Michigan, in respect to efforts of the* Soviet Government to obtain 
cosf±deHt3^ information of mechanical details of various apparatus, 
in which the Detroit Office was advised to report any further 
information given by Edgar. 

Mr. Edgar called at the Detroit Office on AugjSt 14, 
1938, and advised that ho met a man who calls himself Karh^rausse, 
at Mew London, Connecticut, who accompanied him to the offices of 
the New London Boat Company, Few London, Connecticut, where an 
attempt was' made to purchase the designs for a Diesel Engine used 
in navali^E-boats. He stated that the New London Company wanted 
DID,000 for the drawings and that Krausse was unnblo to pay this 
amount. Eo further advised that Mr. Krausse was an aeronautical 
engineer and was chiefly interested in aeronautical inventions; 
that Krausse informed him that in the future more.important assign¬ 
ments will begiven him, and that many details relative td^aero- 
nautica! and naval inventions are needed immediately by his govern¬ 
ment. Mr. Edgar also stated that he was informed by Mr. Krausse 
that a representative of the Soviet Government is working in the 
vPatent Office in Washington, D. C., where valuable information 
concerning naval patents is obtained by him. Mr. Edgar states 
he was unable to learn tho name of this representative in the 
patent office. , 

Mr. Edgar advised that he has been roouestod to ob¬ 
tain all information possible relative to air purifying apparatus 
for submarines, submarine torpedo tubes, elect**!c motors for sub¬ 
marines, a gasless water still and life saving apparatus for sub¬ 
marines. He advised that he is unable to get this information 
and that if he is to keep his contact with representatives of the 
Soviet Government it will be necessary for him to secure such 
information in some manner. Mr. Edgar suggests that plans for 
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such apparatus which are now obsolete be obtained from the Navy 
Departraent and given him which will in turn be turned over to Mr. 
Krausse. 

Chief Boatswain*s Mate Paul Laymon, Navy Recruiting 
Station, 710 lawyers Building, has called at the Detroit Office 
and desired to know if any further information had been obtained 
from Hr. Edgar. He further stated that he has arranged to have 
Mr. Edgar questioned by Commander Vergil J. Dixon who is in charge 
of the Naval Piecruiting Station at Detroit. 

Hr. Edgar has been unable to furnish any further 
information relative to the activity of representatives of the 
Soviet Government hut has promised to advise the Detroit Office 
if anything of value occurs. 

Very truly yours, 

R. fe." Nathan, Acting 

Special Agent in Charge 
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JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 

DIRECTOR 
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Or September 3, 1932, Comandar Kilpatrick of the Havy 
Departme it, called, end, on hexng informed that Ur. Aopel uus 


temporarily out of the office, requested, the 


:o tell h 


coanunicaiion rrhich ?•>. A.rool had promised last 


rend Commander Kilpati* 


ek haa not yet been received by him. 


This matter r.nc called to the attention of in, Arpel on 
his return and at his request the \eriter called. Commander Kil¬ 
patrick and. informed, hir. that a cooy of the coraaun ication, rhich 
contained information, furnishafi by Fred. D. Fdgar. Detroit, vichic..., 
relative to efforts of the Soviet Government to obtain £o£2&-9fgS3gt 
I.”" 1 ormatiosi ox mechanical details of various apparatus. uas bei. - ’? 
ff;x*r/ard.ed to him at ones. 

it.*. Appel had previously called tho Cri-inal Division, 
t'rough * hich the communication res being transmitted, and vvn 

ixld. be immediately i 
Fisher, ..ho rras handling the natter 


formed, by if. Parrish that It tiould be immediately forrsrded to 


Cc.'mcandor Kilpatrick., 
had. been absent. 


Respectfully, 

R, jjwvlrtr 


R. Harbo 
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Chicago',* Illinois 
September 22, 1933 
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Hr: RUSSIAN AMTORG 


This will advise that on September 11, 1933, Horace ", 
Gilbert, 1940 Sherman Avenue, Evanston, Illinois, who is a conductor 
on the C, ft N. W. R. R., Wisconsin Division, with headquarters at the 
Kedaie Avenue Station, Chicago, Illinois, appeared ftt this office end 
advised that about one week ago, he attended a drinking party at the 
apartment located at 5036 Sheridan Road, Chicago, which it called the 
?ark Sheridan Apartments; that those present at the party were cats• 

Don Otrloa, Apt* 103 Georgian Apartments, 53? Deiaing Place, Chicago; 

Harry Heacox, 84 w, Huron Street, Chicago; Edward J. Hogtci, luternationel 
Vice President of the American Car Men’s Association, Chica, o, Illinois, 
(further addreea not known); one Betty Reynolds, address not known; 
also, an Englishman, whose name is not known* During the course of 
this party, considerable drinking was done, after which mentioned was 
made of the late World War, in which war Hftrry Hehcox became shell 
shocked. During the conversation between Heacox, Hogan and the English¬ 
man, the latter openly bragged that he was a representative of the 
RUSSIAN AMTORG and that there would be nothing to the next war; that 
even supposing the United 3tates did have four million men at the front, 
hia organization could place two men in each of fifty automobiles «nd 
gas the entire city of Chicago and questioned "What could the men at * 
the front do, if the people at home were being killed”. 

This Englishman further declered that the police officials 
could not stop them because they could use gas on them. He said he 
could get any number of men to operate for rSQO.OO each, 

Mr. Gilbert advised that he and Heacox were companions 
in the Array, being connected with Company I, 13lst infantry, 33rd 
Division, He stated he ha3 not 3een the Englishman since that time, 
but that the latter nay be located through Mrs, Don Carlos, or may 
be located through rsdward Hogan, end that Mrs, Don Carlos can furnish 
the address of Edward nogan. 







Gilbert furnished the following description of 
the irnglishman he referred to: 

Age: 45 years 

Height: A'rout 6 feet 

— Weight: About 160 Pounds 

Hair: Dark 3rown 

Eyes: Grey 

Wears snail mustache; 

Has decided angliah Accent; 

Hell educated; well dressed* 

&r* Gilbert advisod he was submitting this information 
not so much for the value it might serve at the present time. But 
due to the fact that, it might be of benefit to the Government in the 
future,. Ho leads arc being set out, but the information is submitted 
to you for such purpose as it may serve. 


respectfully submitted. 



JCHHjTMH 


K. R. Me INTIRE,. 
Special Agent 
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J. R Stevens & Co.,Inc. 


Commission Merchants 

261 Fifth Avenue 

PHONE LEXINGTON 2-3700 

44 Leonard Street 

PHONE WALKER 5-2046 

NewA’ork 


PLEASE REPLY TO 44 LEONARD STREE' 


October 16, 1935 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, 
Director of Investigation, 
Department of Justice, 
Washington, D. 0. 

Dear Bins 


This writer has been informed, although 
he has not been, able to confirm it, that 'Russian imports 

i 

brought into this country by the Amtorg Trading Company, 
.which is the Russian Agency in this country, are paid for 
in United States currency and. that said money is retained, 
/fin this country for the promotion of communists* doctrines. 

Of course this may be hearsay and have 
nothing behind it, however, if you have any information, 
along these lines that you would care to give this writer 
confide ntial ly, it will be appreciated. • 
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■l£, G. N. To*#r, 

J. ?. *.-t.ev8CS & Co.. Ine., 
44 Leonard Street, 

.»•* York, Hew Xork. 





D*ar Birr > * 



I aa in receipt of your letter of October 16, 1935,- 
in regard to your request for inforjat tloa about Russien imports 
brought into this country by the Aato.rg Trading Coapeny, f^nd 
paid for in United St** tee currency which is retained in this 
country for the promotion of cosEunisis 1 doctrine*. 


I desire to cvise you that there is »* Federal law 
at the present time covering corasr.mist.ic activities .-«nc no 
investigation has bean conducted by this Bureau. The uurecu’s 
files fail to reflect any infarction on this rttbject. There- 
for*, I b a uaablc to assist you. 


Very truly yours. 


John Mger Hoover, 
Lireetor. 


cc-New fork 








^fTTiD -sUhTSS DSPJUWWB-i'P OS*’ JU, DIG a 


PSF:! vr 



• 1*0 Vi fo r xv | i.- • x 

November 29, 1959 


miOiiAL AND 



Mr, J. I-dger } :oover 

Director 

federal Bureau of Investigation 
ash ington, D, C, 

Dear r. Poaver: 


_ I talked wit)- _ 

_ concerning the matter of fingerprint!. > oassj.ort 

aaplicair^ finger or In tin* of aliens, and the a^.sirjinerxt of _ 

agents of the FBI to for oigr. countries. I 

settir.g forth that you had secured 
an opinion from lipeoiul' Assistant to the Attorney General 
Alexander Koltzoff, and giving hi tho substance of those 
opinions. ^) 

_upon further discussion 

of the question of assignment of FBI agents to foreign countrios 
he could readily see '..here it .would be foolish to assign than: 
under any pretext, and thought that you were absolutely right 
in desiring that they be 




igyji] 
















I advised you some time ngo of a bill which was intro¬ 
duced in the Lev* Jersey Legislature ca lling for the fingerprint in 
of aliens in the otnto of Lew Jersey, 
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u«.TE 04-23-2014 


Mr. Tolaon------ 

Mr. Nathan J... 


jerai Surean of Inueatfgatimt 
United States department of justice 




Mr. Ladd.. 

Mr. Coffey. 


PEF:MT 




New York, N. iV' ^■‘T” 
Decsnber X, 1939, 


4 4 $ & £• .*?•* 


PERSONAL AND CO! 



| r.‘i. 1 ijSsr. 

{ Mr. K-'ot’an.-.-v 
| Mr. Mclntiro » 

! Mr. Nir.aola- 


Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
TJashington, D. C. 


| Mr. Quinn Tamm. 

I Mr. Tracy . 


Dear Sir: 


copy of a 


Ufa Candy- ■ 


am transmitting herewith a nhotostatic 
.rhich I today received'©romI- 


Very truly yours, 

P. E. FOOTCRTH 

Special Agent in Charge. x 


u 


Enclosure, 


9 ,sc Q! 

tnVrOf_ pvrr-TJT 


oASSinse^. 

DECLASSIFY 0^ 





















CocEaandor D, 3* Bonner , 

Office of Naval Intelligence ‘ ■ |' 4 -: 
TUii’d. Navai District HeadquartaaeV V: 5fV 
90 Church Street 
Hew fork, K. I. 



P, JS. fO X.70RTH 
Special Agent in Charge, 
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AR:LCJ 

12:45P.M. 


ifeiieral gluroau of JnuDattgation 
&miob States Bopartmorit of 3«sftti> 
SUasbmgtrm, 3. 

December 6, 1939 

. „irr? c 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. E. A. TAW 


With reference to the attached memorandum 9 I 
called SAC Foxxoorth at New York and advised him that the 
Director had approved his suggestion that the President of 
theiNew York Stock Exchange be cont acted in connection witt 
the°Amtora Trading Company account. 


oxwor‘ 


advisee 


that he would contact the ^resident as soon as possible, 
but that he probably would not be able to do so for several 
days, as he was under the impression that Mr. Martin was out 
of town . ,'TJ) 

_ Mr. Foxworth stated that he was advised bn _ 


X/ 


...tiV* • 



Respectfully s 


\v<»'n:w W! :4'i'r;rf &• Rosen 




T sy r £gM x 


.... .Mm ' j ' 

’ I '* l V 4 • UH I 


TO ' 









*9 ' 













tTIEM AUTHORITY Bi 


BfTOy 

Q4-2 



While in telephonic communication with 
SAC Foxworth at New York , I was informed that he is 



Mr. Foxworth stated that if the Bureau has no ob- 
t/ ejection he would like to go to Martin 3 the President of the 

J\New Y 0 rk Stock Exchange and advise him that the Amtorg 
\Trading Corporation is buying stock and that we would like 
to know whether Amtorg is trying to buy a controlling in¬ 
terest in any American firm, pointing out at the same time 
that this would be an excellent means of effecting sabotage 
in production. •• 
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weheral SSureau of Jnuestfgattnn 
Unttrib States department of 3«atiee 


PEF :MP 


New York, N. Y. 
December 6, 1939* 




Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 


Dear Sir: 


RE: AHTORG TRADING 


CORPORATION EKPIOYEE^J^^ “(U) 


1 Confidential informant 


has furnished me 


A photostatic copy of_ is transmitted 

herewith for the completion of the Bureau's files.^£2*^ flj) 

At the request of the in formant, I am also fur¬ 
nishing a photostatic copy of to ^Commander D. B. Downer 

of the Office of Naval Intelligence m New York. rj 

Very truly yours. 


Enclosure* 


P. E. FOXWORTH 
Special Agent in Charge. 


CLASSIFI£D£¥><^ 
PEOASSlFra:^- 


y itr&iwi *^;.v > 

i « • • if.*i\i IU L/ U\. x 

( tahLuvrSHuJi-i'i 0 < 1 






V 


b7D 


b7D 


b7D 


<c- 
> r 




























607 0* 5,Court House 
foley Square 
New fork, M v Y* 


Becenfrer 11, 1939* 


Unit* Bureau of internal Bevenue 


U, S* treasury Department 
90 Chttrcfo Street, 

Jmh lor k, n* x*. 


Dear Mr* UoQuill&n: 


Reference 


This moraaCng I am advised that you do 
not care..to have us |urniah you with this oaterial weekly, 
but that If anything develops out of it afaloh w ould indicate 

I you would like 

to haws it callec to tou t attention* Fo r this. reason i m 
not forwarding but wf t Will 

be very glad ti j»ko available to you tn* iBicWuon vhich 


Sincerely youra. 


• v cc~ 3 areau 


m&sr 

DECLAS, 


H 












ii&wr 


Hftano anciura for 
the Director 


Decanter 12, 1939 


In brief it la sugge fce^tSia^it may be possible during 
the remainder of this week to obtain indictments concerning Raphael 
Hush and David Leads. It is possible that investigation will 
disclose sufficient informationwhich will enable us also to 
ootain an indictment against'■^ngelo'R-erndon. 


H. Mclntire 

























L Newark 

7/39 


She further advised that these students had -turned down 
the renting of this property theprovious week, saying that the 
number of servants required eeaj* too nudh expense, but ahe hee as¬ 
certained that Previses Xno* ininke that theee individuals are still 
looking for the same sort of place with a larga amount of acreage 
in a secluded. locality. She further advised that a Mr* JOSEPH RUSCH, 
a real estate agent located eamsshere in Jf*r Jersey f had been working 
on this deal with the** ^dividuals, having been asked by the pre¬ 
viously metiilaned Mr* mXliga to help there parties find such a lo~ . 
cation* Mrs* Bassett acirtioned that the particular estate in question 
would here upli acreage for landing and taking off of airplanes* 

Mrs* Bassett advised that she sen is readied at the above 
address and telephone number and will be only toe glad to b* of as<- 
siatanoe to .the Bureau* 'ahe also Motioned that her husband la a 
retired Goosander in the u. S, Navy, Claee of 1904, U* £* Naval 
Acadsay*' . 

- No further investigation ie being vmdertaken by the 
New fork Field Diviedon in.tsadieotlon with this matter, and the 
above information is being furnished to year office for whatever 
action say be deseed appropriate. 


Very truly yours. 



©no* 

oc: Bureau 


P. S* FOQWORTH, 

Special Agent in Charge* 
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FM/i'KAL BUHAiU QT INVESTIGATION 
UNIT--!) OTM^d D.SFAim ibKT Of JUBTICA 
VJArfHIHGTOB, D. C. 

December 12, 1939 


.**' jm 



MjSMCRAHDUM ±Oii TJA DIRECTOR 


Rei CG.AUMIoT PARTT U. S. A.; 
REGISTRATION - AGENTS OP 
PORlIGfi PRINCIPALS 






In keeping with, your instructions I held a conference 
with Attorney a Rett and O’Donnell on the night of December 11, 
1939- 

T3*e following cases provide possibilities for Grand 
Jury indictments in the near future: 

DAPID LEADS '' 

Deeds is business manager of the D a ily Worker, His 
correct name is understood to be David Auariglio, he being a native 
of Greece, having become a naturalised •%orican. He filed a sworn 
statement of ownership of the Daily Worker before the Postmaster 
General on October 1, 1937 , in which ho gave his name as David 
Leeds. He also obtained a passport in 1937 in the name of David 
Amariglio. The ned result is that Leeds ha» perjured himself in 
cither one of these matters, ^he result i3, therefore, that if 
his correct name is A mariglio it was fitting and proper for him to 
obtain a passport under that name, but it was not proper for him to 
file fxn affidavit of ownership of the Daily Worker in the name of 
Davfd Leeds. This matter can be presented to the Grand Jury this 
week. 


*03 

v* t 


ANGSLO HERNDON 

Herndon is a member of the National Committee of the 
Communist Party. Ho applied for a passport on June 28, 1937, in 
the name of •Sugene A&gsio Braxton and obtained, passport No. 453004. 
There is some indication, particularly from our crim nal files, to 
the effect that Herndon’3 correct name ia actually Eugene Angelo 
j Braxton. A t is noted, however, that he has writ ten a book styled 

X.‘i INFORMATION 

HERflN-JS Lifj^ASSiFlFD 
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U. 8. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTfft 











’■ ' M 

Memorandum for 

tha^lrector -2- December 

"Let Me Live 11 in which lie gives bio name as Angelo fierndon. It was 
also noted be was tried in the State Courts oi ' Georgia several'years 
ago under the old Insurrection Daw, which case was appealed to the 
United States Supreme Court on two occasions, in which instances 
ha also nxsoa the name of A ngelo Herndon. We are conducting an 
investigation in Cincinnati and Wyoming, Ohio, concerning his birth, 
he has r ported on two occasions as having been horn in both places* 
It is hoped that by this investigation we will establish the name ■; 
under which- he was bom and possibly obtain a certified copy of hie 
birth certificate. It is also possible to subpoena him before the 
Grand Jury this week here in Washington and merely ask him his name. 
It is believed' .that-he will automatically say his name is Angelo 
h ,rn-ion. Thus he would be guilty of per juring himself before the 
Grand Jury if he so testified when in fact his correct name is 
Drax ton. On the contracy, if his correct name is Herndon there ’ 
arises a natural violation of the Passport Laws for his having given 
his name' as Braxton in applying for a passport. This morning Agent 
Loebl aside efforts to obtain a certified copy of the passport 
application. He was advised by the Fa. sport Division that thi3 
record of ii ngelo Hemuon was sent to Mew York for Mr. Cahill ’3 ' ' 

attontion last night. I immediately called Mr. 0*Don»ell of the 
Criminal Division suggesting that we get out a subpoena immediately 
so that we can at least have an opportunity to get a certified copy 
of the assport application. Mr. O’Donnell said he would handle 
thsmattar this morning. It is intended likewise to issue a 
subpoena for the appearance of He- radon before the Oraad Jury, 
which ^fbpoena will be served by -Agents of the New fork Office. 

RAHUL I, tgJSH 

Rush was ^ice President and Manager of ^ookniga Corporat 
which is now defunct but which Messrs. Rett and O’Donnell are 
convinced acted as an agent of a foreign principal-. Hush signed a 
contract for ^ookniga with its foreign principal Mezhkhiga. Rush 
also wrote letters to the Department of State refusing to register. 

It ia believed that this matter can be presented to, the Grand Jury 
this week. 











» 





Daeembor 12, 1939 


N.,J 



Memorandum fc 
the Dirac tor 


/$ a^torg trading corporation 


Amtorg itau operated ill tbs United States as a commercial 
trading corporation for the So riot Government for many yearo. 

Messrs. Rett and O'Donnell, however, are of the strong belief 

that some of its activities take it out of the category of a 
commercial anterpris©•■■"and maks it subject to the B«giaeration Act. 

Tlrry hayo- indicated fo m that there la evidence 'showing that 
Amtorg acts as a foreign principal for certain groups operating 
in the United States. This case has hot been" threshed out yet 
but it will be given immediate analytical and investigative 
attention, '"\ . v- - : i V 


International Publiahers have during, the past several 
months been inducing and circulating in the United States a booh • 
styled "History of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union 1 '. 

Both Hpasrs. Rett and O'Donnell are or th a opinion that the case 
is a strong one and can be presented to the Federal Grand Jury in 
the vejjy near future. . A prosecution of International Publishers 
will automatically include a prosecution of Alexander Trachtenberg 
and A, A,-Heller who are officers of International Publishers.* 

This caw hao been in the hands of the Criminal Division for several 
months, all of the evidence having been prepared here at the Seat 
of Government as a result of research work. A further analysis of 
the material which we have may disclose that seme minor investigations 
may have to be conducted before it will be possible to present this 
to the Grand July. It is thought, however, that such investigations 
v;ill not use up a great deal cf time. 

WORKERS LIBRARY PUBLISHERS 

The bureau has conducted a considerable amount of investiga¬ 
tion concerning Workers Hbrary Publishers. Its publications are 
entirely of a Communist■propaganda nature, Messrs*'Rett and O'Donnell 
have Indicated to me their strong belief that-there is-a ease which 
can be presented to the Grand Jury as to this organization. 
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LASSI F ICAT ION AUTHORITY DERIVED FRGM: 
AUTOMATIC EDECUkSSIFICATICJN OTICE ‘ 

E 04-23-2014 | 


JfrfU'ral SSurrau of Jnuraftgatiott 
Umteft §tat^0 Urpartment of Justice 


1 Mr. Toleon 

I Mr. Natfca*- 


FEF:MT 



ERSONAL AND COS 


Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 


Dear Sir: 


„ \ ipMrfci-r!<S 

W~. I.’-'-'d. 

New York, *N. : ;Y-*. r.r„ 
December 13, jl93@-«' 

] 1 r v. ■ ' 


i't. r*' - 



copy of 


|_| was furnished to me by Comma nder 

D, B, Downer, of the OBI, who received it from informant 
_for delivery to us^^^ 

Very truly yours, 


P. E. FOXVJQRTH 
Special Agent in Charge, 

Enclosure, 




Jc,/) 
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ELITY JDER3 
ficat icy 


/EL JPEE: 
JUICE 


4 


federal bureau of Iitucstuxation 
Umtei» states iBoparfmortt of Sustiro 



PEF :MT 



Mr. ToP 

4 . E. A. T.~4 

j£r. Cte*T£ -• 

%T. -. 

vr. c-r>y. 

New York, N. Y. f 
December 13, 1939 . ; *- r - r ’" ’' 


PERSONAL AND CONE 


Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 


Dear Sir: 



ft 


: r r. 

I Hr. c” 

'r \av-~ 'tor- 

■' p,T r> • r': .. 

^ ALJio C:.*e>> - 


V 





|was f 
jurnh 

urnished to me by Commander 
ad received it frori\confi- 
for delivery to us^ v. 

JTTti 

D. B.^Scwner, who 

in 1 

dential informant 



Very truly yours. 


P. E.. FOXDCRTH 
Special Agent in Charge. 


b7D 


Enclosure. 


O 



't'.bD 1 uu..- 


L j 
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'> 
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a t j, inform ation contained 

IIEESQf IS UITGLASSIS'IlfiD lJL j 

3 <* 1*4 
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RITY DERIVED FRdi: 
FI CATION GUIDE 


V 


Steiteral Hmeatt of Inurstigatian 
Uniteti States Slrjiarttmtit of Justice 


PEF:MT 



New York, N.Y*- 
December 6, 1939, 


i *A 4 


Director FtRSOML AND 

Federal Bureau of Investigation / 

Washington, D. C, 


RE: AMTOEG TRADING CORPORATION 


Dear Sir: 



nished me wi" 


an informant of this office, has fur- 

th 






U-nhotostatic conv of 


---- - -— —7 - 

is being transmitted hereivith. 

For your information. 



Jhas been furnished to the 


New York office of Naval Intelligence, and I understand by that 
office forwarded to the Director of Naval Intelligence in Washington, 


Your particular attention is invited to 



JI think that it would be of 




v 


interest to know what stocks the Amtorg is dealing in, and in accord¬ 
ance with my telephone conversation with Mr, Rosen of the Bureau 
I will endeavor to ascertain this information from the proper offi¬ 
cials of the New York Stock Exchangejj; 

The informant in this case has also advised me that 





If any further information is received concern- 


xng 


you will be immediately advised. 


(U) 


/A 


\ V 


So far as J. S. Bache is concerned, reference is made . '' 
to my letter to you of October 6, 1939 concerning an interview which' 

I had with Miss ELizabetfr^Leary of the Sherry Netherlands Hotel, New 
York City, Miss Leary, during that interview, told me that Jules 
“ Bache had be en t hrown out of France d urin g the la s t Yforld T £ar bec ause 
of his German sympathies. ^ q^tqjjD & XlSDEXElF 

Our file further reflects a copy of‘a letter from 
an Assistant United States Attorney in Boston, dated November 13, 1917, 
which transmitted a copy of ths-ACotton Review", published by J.S, 
Bache & Company, 42 Broadway, New York City, which the Boston 

>' Attorney felt contained certain propaganda, A- 

■ -r^-'oASsr 


of 


COPIES DESTROYED 

£4 J y 62 33«7 


V v 13 













Director, 


is not in our files, which reflect that it was sent to the 
United States Attorney, who advised at that time that the 
trade letter of Bache & Company did not constitute a violation 
of any federal law. 

The file further reflects a letter, under date 
of June 13, 1918, signed with an illegible signature, which states t 

that the Consul of France at Chicago had called to the attention 
of the/High Commission at Washington a charitable institution 
called"^War Babies Cradle", whose headquarters were at the office 
of Mrs. Jules S.'•‘-Bache, 4 2 Broadway, New York City, and that 
according to information in the possession of the French Consul 
at Chicago, the organization was nothing less than a swindle. 


Very truly yours, 

P. E. FOXWGRTH 
Special Agent in Charge. 


Enclosure. 










>ENISKIN 


FEDERAL BUREAJJ OF INVESTIGATION 


Form No. 1 
4| This caseo‘rig« 


REPORT MADE AT 


CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 


DATE WHEN MADE j PERIOD FOR 
• /_ , /_ WHICH MADE 


REPORT MAD^ BY 


CHICAGO,* ILLINOIS 12/16/39 11/21,22/39 T. F. MtJLLM 


SYNOPSIS OF FaOTS: 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


ESPIONAGE 


Above subjects and other inspectors of the 
Amtorg Corporation of New York have for 
several months past been inspecting various 
articles being manufactured under contract . 
for Russian Government by tbd/Barnes brill: rig 
Company. This company p^setftiy?1|pu : fac1jia , li^? v . 
drills used in connection with the manufact\u@e 
of large guns. Barnes Drill Cbi advise these ^ 
subjects and other inspectors, are not permitted 
to enter any section of the Barnes Brill Co. 
outside of that section where the Russian goods 
. 5 ,,are being manufactured. 


DETAIIS: mV' 

Thi6 investigation was predicated upon ami 
i ;' Postmaster L. P. LUBY of the Rockford PoIh 
O ctober 20, 1939 as follows j w 

■The following information was given this ©i 


_f ' evening by a man who represented himself to 

electrical" construction man by the name of, 

<Fisj|ier. . He ham been- living at the Hotel Elm sy this 
fJOPIES DES'[HdYES i - ty,: but>as leaving this Burning for his home in 

R 465 APB 19 V.V 


' . r /COPIES OF THIS REPORT 

^Bureau {enc) 

V G.omnander J.W. GREGORY/ Q 
i- (Great Lakes, Ill. (P AND C) 

1 Capt. GILbS CARPENTER, G2 
Chicago, Illinois (P AND C) 

2 New fork "■ 

























Dixon, Illinois, He came to this office looking for 
a Federal agent and asked-that this information be 
sent your office - 

He states that there are four Russians living at the 
Elms Hotel, only one of whom speak English; that they 
are employed in a local factory making government 
supplies, but he was unable to furnish the name of the 
factory; that these men buy all newspapers on sale, 
although only one can apparently read; that it is his 
understanding that they make a habit of getting lost 
in this factory where they work and getting into the 
part of the: shop making government supplies, and th&t 
they are planning to return to Russia about Thanksgiving, 
Mr. Fisher also stated that his room was next to the • - 
room occupied by these men and that they are evidently 
comparing notes as to what happened during the day until 
late at night. , ; > 

I do not know whether or not there is any truth or 
foundation to his report, so am sending it on for what 
it is worth. There are many factories in this city that 
makes tools, etc., for the government. • 

Very truly yours. 






L. P. luby * ; i 
Postmaster 

! V /■- ' 

■ } y y , . - \ ... • 

Agent contacted MR. LUBY and he advised that the present 
whereabouts of Id. FISHER is unknown to him; that at the time MR. 
FISHER gave the above information, he stated that he was going to 
his home in Dixon, Illinois, would remain there only a few days 
and that he then intended to leave for the southern;part oj^the 
United States; however. Agent contacted MR. J. G. BAER, €he Pro¬ 
prietor of the Elms Hotel at Rockford and he stated that from time 
to time for many months past there have been four or five Russians 
all of them inspectors residing at that hotel; that all of these 
Russians were inspwb^Sjpg. materials being manufactured for the 
Russian Government' by the BarCompany of Rockford, Ill. 







He stated that in addition the above subjects, a Russia*? 1 ' 
by the name of N. PERRIN had lived. ..there and left, and that another 
Russian by the name of S. HABLER- ^so had lived there but had 
left* that one DEZISBEN, first name unknown, also resided at that 
hotel but has since left Slid.- that subject JOSEPH KENNER who still 
resides there with the other subjects mentioned above acts as 
interpreter* MR. BAER stated that he understood that, they were 
inspectors from the Amtorg Corporation, New Tdrk City; that 
other Russians all of whom are inspectors for the same corporation 
come and go and very few of them reside at the hotel more than 
three <or four weeks. - ' 


At the Barnes Drill Co. Agent contacted MR. A. M. JOHNSON*- 
thw President* And he advised that at the present time and for many 
months past the Barnes Drill Co* lias been manufacturing certain 
machinery used for the drilling of large guns, for this Russian 
Government; that these drills and other material are used by the 
Russian Government for the manufacture of guns' of various s£ses 
and descriptions; that the Amtorg Corporation, 261 - 5th Avenue, ? 
New York City send from time to time inspectors to inspect these 
various materials; that various inspectors come and go some of 
them staying there as long as four weeks; that presently the ^ 
following are the names of these Russian inspectors at the Barnes- 
Drill Co. plant: H. DENISKIN; JOSEPH KENNER;; V. PANIN; ' .R UJiCV: 
and NJ KIZIVADZE; that DENISKIN has been there about five weeks; 
KENNER has been there for many months he acting as interpreter 
for the other Russian inspectors; that V. PANIN is chief inspector; 
that RUJK07 is an apprentice and has only been there about wo 
weeks; likewise that N. KIZIVADZE is also a new inspector; that 
these various inspectors cover this entire section of the country 
and inspect various materials from places such as Racine, Milwaukee 
and other towns throughout the central section of the United States. 
With respect to the information received that these various-in¬ 
spectors conveniently lose themselves in different parts of the 
factory of the Barnes Drill Co*, MR. JOHNSON stated that this is 
not so; that a very close watch was kept on these various Russians 
and if they are found in any part of the factory other than where 
any material is being manufactured for the Russian Government, 
they are told to stay in their own section and in the vicinity of 
their own material being constructed; that a small office or room 
is furnished^ these inspectors and when they are not inspecting the 
material under contract, they are supposed to stay in their office* 
MR. JOHNSON stated that the employees of the Barnes Drill Go* 
watch this very closely because the Barnes Drill Co. is likewise 
constructing drills of various sizes for the U. S* Government to 
be used in the drilling of various sized guns* MR..JOHNSON further 
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KittlCJ 

6L-53«1' 


Decanter 27, 1939 



ME ttOR ASOPM FOS A3SI5TABT ATTCSSJtfet QPIOAL HOGGS 


HE* COMMBKIST PAKTX, U.S.A.J 
HEOISTRATIQK - AGISKT OF 


For your assistance in the above « 
Lng harggrlth photostatic copies of | 


■attar. I m 


L‘ ‘ v • 


Very truly years. 


Mr. E. A. Timm 


Enclosure 
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John Ed«»r Hoover 
Director 
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Hr. Quinn Tamm 
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Miss Gandy 







KMtCJ 


mt comsukist n * rr, ujs*a.# 
RKismnojf - Aom of 


'CATIONS 


5 1940 













PEF:W 


$ t 

^ f Mr-^Toicca . 

r. Nailrm. 

Sffr&rral (Bureau of Jnoeatlgatton L /f nv. e. /.. tk. 

v\/ 1, *.\. <v?.'rs .i 

United §tatt»a Hepartnu'nt of Kustire v f r , pr , k f 

New York, N. Y. ‘ r '•> . ! 

December 21, 1939* 

r>~s^ 

U - 1 " ^ ' 

PERSONAL Al© 

; v. • r 

Director v'""’ 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

C-j r . •<• - 

'Washington, D. C. i,' " v ._ 

i • .. 

Dear Sir: : ‘ 


I am transmitting herewith a copy of a 




informant 


This inf ormation was furnished to this office by 


Lnfc 

_|A photostatic copy has been retained for 

completion of the New York files. 


Very truly yours. 



Special Agent in Charge, 


And. 
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v %J> 
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ifp&cral bureau of Inuoattgatfon 
lUmtefc #tatos SJopartmont of Kuattro 
3©asfjt»gton, H. <E. 

December 27, 1939 



MEMORANDUM FOR THE FILE 


SAC Foxworth telephonic ally 


advised that 



E. A. TAMM 


Pi* } . 


• ft-.'if'i.V hi I li 'dMxcTr, R • - 

ov-mmL 


PAM 


'W2C/‘*r» r*, •/ 


® J»>2X 


O'"' • (r-C 


UifiSSlFED /jcr/l 


LiG.MiC 


j t < wc. 2G’A 


fJtii 








r^ . Or JUSTICE 

























January 17, 1940 




MEMORANDUM for assistant attorney g enseal 
MR. 0. JOHN ROGGE 


kli Aetorg Trading Corporation. 

Ta trm—ltting hereiaith « na nhotoi 
of I - 

attention of Messrs. Henry O’Donnell and Floyd 

Vary truly yours. 


John Edgar Hoover 

Enclosure Director 


Mr. To teen _____ 

Mr. Nathan _ 

Mr. E. A. Tamm __ 
Mr. Clegs 

Mr. Ladd ___ 

Mr. Coffay _. 

Mr. Egan . 

Mr. Ciavlri _____ 
Mr. Crow! _______ 

Mr. Marti®_ 

Mr. Leateir ______ 

Mr. Hendon . 
Mr. Nlchola _____ 

Mr. Rosen _ 

Mr. Sear* _______ 

Mr. Quinn Tamm 
Mr. Tracy . 


\ 

\- s 



✓ 

Is' 


/ 


Mies Gandy 










ifletieral (Bureau of Jnueatisattou 
United states department of Kusttce 

MET YORK cm, N. Y. 


IS* V Vr. x 

' !.'"r f • 

f-1 >. - 


PEF:CD 

Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
T. r ashington, D. C. 


December 27, 1939» 


PERSONAL & cam 


Dear Sir: 


You fd.ll recall from the oho to static 




The informant also advised me that he understood that 


Very truly yours. 
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607 U. v. COURT HOUSE 
•,- i'OLEjf SqUIRE 
HETi YOI’JC, H.I. 



PEF*CD 


Ccmandsr 0* B, Downor 
D* 3. Naval Intelligence 
3rd HavolDistrict Headquarters 
Federal Office Bldg., 

90 Church Street, 

Hew Torts, N.X. 


Dear Comaander Downer: 


eater 23, 19&, 


mi & c 



With kind personal regards, I an 


Sincerely yours. 


Encloouro (1) 
co- Bureau 


Cl 


P. E. FOXWORTH, 

Special Agent in Charge, 




M F : »' 




JAN 3 1940 










Special Agent in Charge 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 


e isl Agent T* F* Mullen 
, Xtecepfcgr 16, 1939, in 
SOHJ tfeASJfliJa 
1 * AKIZIVADZB, et aljlS 
ew Xork City, Now Xorte; 


copy oi‘ tfa© report <X, 
dated at Qxic&go, 11 
the ease entitled ■& 
KIMER* --{fOJJSD?} 


tor#,l 

laiuaE." 


It is believed this Is tb&'.cnse !4.©trtonant Crandall 
had In Hind and It is the only case inrestigated by 
this Office concerning Russian Inspectors writing 
out of Rockford, Illinois. 


Very truly yours 


Tf, S. DWSfiEAUX 
Special Agent in Charge 


" - --U — )..✓ V 


FfcDtRA. ' 

' r » r ]QH 

JAN 6 

! 940 

U. S, L.J. 

w. U. .s! E 

,r 









Kteiicral bureau of Jnutatisatum 

-llmteii §tat £0 Hepartment nf Kuati cb 

New York, New York 


AF:MA 


January 4, 1940 


Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigatjprf 
7/ashington, D. C. 

( 


Dear Sir: / , >■ > f" 1 

/ / 

I wish by advise that MR. HARRY THOENS of 366 
fifth Avenue*'' New/York City, who is the manager of the 
premises 261 Fifth Avenue, New York City, at which ad¬ 
dress the" AMTORG TRADING CORPORATION maintains its of¬ 
fices, informed Special Agent ALBERT FRANZ that in the 
event the Bureau desired, he would arrange to keep all 
of the AMTORG TRADING CORPORATION'S waste paper segre¬ 
gated in order that the same might be inspected by Bureau 
Agents. 


MR. THOENS also advised that about three years 
ago he permitted some Naval officers to go through the 
AMTORG TRADING CORPORATION'S offices over a week-end in 
order that they might make some observations. 


Since MR. THOENS appears to be a talkative 
type of person, no further action is being taken by 
this office unless advised to the contrary by the Bureau. 


Very truly yours. 



P. E. FOXKORTH 


Special Agent in Charge 






r 


UBtTD 

61-5381-71 Jsnuary 12, 1940 


lui nfltiflyii 

7b* a s orsfxy of State 

Washington* D. C. 


My dear Mr* Secretary* | 

Information has been received to tt* Offset that 
V* U. Kalinin* President of theiAatoig Trading Corpo¬ 
ration* 261 fifth Avenue, Mew Torts c|6y* directed a 
letter to the Wetsrbury Button foqpany, Mktarbury, 
Conosetleut,, to obtain authority ibr too of their 
iinqlnuMf. Meaart G. 8. Malodedv eaA% 9 A. Zachartnr to 
visit their plant. This invitation apparently teas re¬ 
fused* In view of the fact that the ^tsrtey Batten 
Conpeqy was working cm a Qowmunt contract and tha 
official# of the eonoern viewed thie regnant' with sees 



2 have also bean informad that tha Minneapolis 
Honeywell Regulator Company of Minne a p olis* ..jpuawoota^ 
reoeivsd a similar letter from tha efl av w atr a a Ce—lseion 
of the U.S.5.R.* 261 Fifth Avenas* Mew lark City* relative 
to two of their engineers by the wane* of Mslaairtr and 
Zacarwr, who are apparently identical with tha two engi¬ 
neer* mused hy the Asrborg Co r poration* although there 
appears to be a difference in spelling* 


Mr. Toiaea ^^ 

Mr. Nathan 

Mr. C. A. Tama . 

Hr. Clegs_ 

Mr. Ladd_ . 

Mr. Caffey 

Mr. Egan ____ 

Mr. 0lav)n _______________ 

Mr. Crawl 

Mr, Herbs 

Mr. Letter 

Mr. Hendon : 

Mr. Nichols ____________ 

Mr. Rosen ^ 

Mr. Saars ' 

---- 

Mr. Quinn TSWim 

Mr. Traay ; jp* 

Miss Oandy } 


£ am f^irnlahing the Above to yon aa a natter of 
infcamati on, and would appreciate being advised whether 
you have a record of these two engineer* being in any 
way officially eorweeted with the Soviet Oovenmant* in 
order that our records may be oonplete*>■ 1 would also 
like to he advised whether the hatorg Corporation or tha 
Claveetrom Casaaiseicm 1* registered with tha Stato Depart- 
aent in accordance with tha Act p roviding for tha regis¬ 
tration of Agents of foreign principals. 


' - V' - 

-•• - . 

Sdgsr H o o ver 
^Director 


/ 


\ 


\£s' 


« — 

Of 

C. 

“* 

m 

as. 


o 

3- 


“rj 


o 

rn 

<E ' 

c 

^3 

-rim 


—« 

o 

c 

oCD 1 



o 

l 


rr 
* so 

V 

</> 

rn 


—4 

<r? 


o 

-'Ti 

-4 

o 

Tt 

< ' 









PZF:MT 


• « 

^federal bureau of Imieattgatton 
United States department of Knatiee 

New York, N. Y. 
January 6, 1940. 


Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 


Dear Sir; 

v For the information of the Bureau, I am 

transmitting herewith a copy of a letter received from 
Colonel F. K. Ross, General Staff r Corps, Assistant Chief 
of Staff, G-2, which he had received from the Water bury 
Button Company, Waterbury, Conn., under date of December 23, 
1939. No action is being taken in this matter by the New 
York office in the absence of Bureau instructions. 



P. E. F0XW0RTH 
Special Agent in Charge. 


Enel. 


J 


■RiiiUUn,^, ) 

d 





w 





I 1 

THE TfATERBURY BUTTON COMPANY 
TTATERBUEY, CONN. 


December 28, 1939* 

Major George F. Spann 

U. 5. Army Quartermaster Depot 

Ist'Ave. & 58th St. 

Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Dear Major Spann: 

Belov; we quote from a letter received from Glavesprom 
Commission of the U.S.S.R.,^Amtorg Trading Corp., 261 Fifth Ave., New 
York City: 

"Two of our engineers, Messrs. G.N./jKolodzov and A. A./ Zacharov, 
would like to visit your plant. Kindly let us know whether such 
a visit could be arranged and when it will be convenient to receive 
them. 

"Thanking you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter, we 
are 

Very truly yours, 

V. M.I KALININ, 

President". 

7/e have written that it was not the policy of this company to 
permit visitors to go through the plant. Tie would hardly be inclined to do so 
at a time like now since it happens we are working on Government contract work. 

i<’e thought, however, it, would be best to bring a situation like 
this to your attention because in the present times of stress our Government 
we think is interested at all times in keeping a line on foreign visitors and 
what they are trying to get at in this country. 

They cannot be other than information-seekers, and we think that 
a time like now is certainly not one in which secrets or information of any 
kind should leave the countiy. 

The Army Intelligence Service may be interested in looking into 

this . 


Cordially yours. 
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3te&oral bureau of Jnuoattgatton 
Unftrti §tatra Sloparttmttt of 3«attco 

NET YORK CITY, N. Y. 


PEF:CD 


&U\*su\t.cs 


December 28. 1939. 


PERSONAL & COT 


Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 


Dear Siri 



, The original of this 
us by\ confidential informant 


I was furnished to 
1 a copy thereof 


has also been furnished to Commander DOWNER, Director of 
Naval Intelligence in this district. p’ 

Very truly yours. 


Enclosure (l) 


P. E. FOXvTORTH, 

Special %ent in Charge. 
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%*Jv *ral ^Bureau of Jnuratlga noit 

United ^tatoa Uopartmont of Kuatfco 

PEFrM 1 New York, N. Y. 


61-513 


January 5, 1940. 


FERSOKALAND COE 


Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 


Dear Sir: 


RE: AMTORG TRADII'IG CORPORATION 


I am transmitting herewith a| 


Mr. Tdlcfm. 

Mr. Nathan.i.j 

Mr. E. A. Tamra.l... j 
Mr. Clegg.. 


Mr. Coffey . 


Mr. G-levin. 

i Mr. Harbo _ 


Mr. 2 Ic.-8*ju 


i Hr. Nteiiofe .. 


j • Mr. Qai x/> 7*r i-un_ 

Tour Room. 


Miss Gandy. 


me by\confidential informant | 
has been furnished to Commander 
of Naval Intelligence. 


| was furnished to 
j and a copy thereof 
aimer of the Office 


Very truly yours. 



P. E. F0X1T0RTH 
Special Agent in Charge. 
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61 « 53 « 1**3 


January 20, 1940 


MEMOBANDOX FOR ASSISTANT ATTOKNEY OKXXRAX HOOGE 


I am tranaa.itting heranrith for iha attention of 
Haaara. Harry O'Dcosnoll a nd Fiord Ratt of your DlyUiaa 
ona photoatatlc copy of al 


ia aubalttad herewith a photoatatlc cor 


Very truly youra, 


John Edgar Hoover 
Dirate tor 


Mr. t. A. Tamm 


Enclosure 


>Jpur RO^m 
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61-513. 


^federal bureau of fmiestigation 

Umteil States Uepartmettt of 3wsttre 

New York, N. Y. 
January 5, 1940. 


Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D, c. 



Enclosure* 
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607 tJ. S. Court Bouse 
Foley Square 
New Yoik, N. Y. 


January 6, 1940. 

Oolonel F. K. lioss 
Assistant Chief of Staff, 0-2 
Headqjiarfcerd second Corps Area 
Of fids of the Corpe Area Commander 

Ctovemoi*# Island, i:> • Y* /*' 


V.j deer Colonel* 

thanks for your letter of January 2 g 
1940, transmitting a copy of a letter #»lch you had re- 
oeived from tha^oterbury Button Company, Waterbory, Conn 

' We are making this letter a matter of 

record In our file* 

With best wishes, 1 m 


Sincerely yours. 


P. S. KXtWOKK 
Special Agent in Charge. 


-ft 


> i ajL 


' r,: 


FEDERA? P’'" 

'Mfl'. 9 1940 






• *1 


February 3, 1940 


j^QCivi>L^ 


KR ASSISTANT ATTOItSST 0ER8BAI ROGGE 


X «s trsnanltting herewith a phoioststlc copy of 


trenapittiiw. herewith 


oogy_gf_l 


TMs saetsrUl is sutaitted for the assistance 
of Messrs. &«yd Hett and Henry 0*DonBsUU 

Very truly yours. 


John Edgar Hoonsr 
Director 


Enclosure 


i COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 

j MAILED 

* FEB 3 1940 ★ 
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SReberal Bureau of Jmieafigattott 
United §tatea department of Suatice 


PEF:MT 


New York, N. Y. 
January 12, 1940. 


PERSONAL AND 


director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, 0. C. 


0 


RE: AKFORG TRADING CORPORATION 


Dear Sir: 


Mr, Tal*on,.». 

Mr, Nathan. 

Mr, K, A, Tamm... 
Mr, Clegg,.. 

Mr. IaM ../. 

Mr, Coffey. 

Mr. Egan. 

Ms, Glnvin, 

Mr. Harbo 
Mr, Lester. 

Mr. Reticle 
Mr. Melnt 
Mr, 

Mr-.: 

Mr, S'uHwi TbMM... 

♦war 

Mr-, 



I am transmitting herewith 



Very truly yours. 





E. F0ZW0RTH 
Special Agent in Charge. 



Enel. 

















































Chicago, IUloolt 
January 11,1940 


%*ttial Afoot In Charge 
Milwaukee, Hsconoln 


Door Sir 

Reference i» atade to your letter dated January 
S, 1940* 

A* requeeted, there io enalo#<*3 herewith one 
wpy of Abo report el Special Agent T* t. Sullen, 
Ohice®, dotid December 16, 1939, in the jMe 
•ntitloi *Sr D3CE3KIN, et el; InspectonS^AatfiCg 
Corporation, Sew York City, Seer York* aVZOSAOS*, 
nfilcS'yof&H was inedTertently not encloeed with 
Chicago letter dated Jvmry 3, 1940, 


Very truly your# 


JEStXAJ 

65-341 

00 Bureau 


ff. «• DEVE&EAOX 
Special Agent in Charge 






rTULRA, I 

JAN 13 '34C 





IHMiCJ 

61-7390 


January 16, 1940 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE FILE 


REt COMMUNIST PARTI, U.S.A.J 
REGISTRATION - AGENT OF 

am mmm - 

I have today delivered to Mssare. O'Donasll And Rett of 
the Criminal Division certified and exemplified ooplea of the fol¬ 
lowing t 

Certificate of Incorporation of the M Printing 
Corporation| 

Certificate of Incorporation of the S.R.T. Publica- 
tione. Incorporated; 

Certificate of Incorporation of the Beck Union, In¬ 
corporated; 

Certificate of Incorporation of the Weekly Masses 
Company, Incorporated; 


Certlfioate of Incorporation of the Progressive Book 
ShODa Inoorporotod) * -: iixywr «rirr»*v«—• 

Certificate of Incorporation of the] P It DJPrAnting L 
Company, Incorporated# j . r ” ; > t '.’.iGATiON 

Certifioete of Incorporation of the Morningj^r^ectoy PQ 

Publishing Company, Incorporated; 




Certlfioate of Incorporation of the World Tourists, 
Incorporated} ^ 




Certificate of Incorporation of the Intourlet, In¬ 
corporated; 

6 

Certlfioate of Consolidation forming Aatorg Trading 
Corporation* . 1 

Kiotostatic coplea of the above documents have been prepared 
for the Bureau's files. 


K. R. MeIntire. 








K&fcUCJ 

61 - 5 * 5*1 


January IS, 1940 


MEMORANDUM #OR ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL ROGGE 


For th® attention of Moeert. H«niy| 0 * Donnell and 
Fl oyd fatt, I 1 timnaaittlng herewith on® photootatle c opy 
of 

Very truly your®. 


John Edgar Hoover 
Director 

Encloeur® 



r - w "! 

* 

Mr. Tc'.sf ■ - - 

.'i 

Mr. 

a 

.1 

Mr. E. A. ' ~ 5 


Mr. C '■ * * - 

- -1 

Mr. T - V, . 


Kr. Coffey- 


vyr> T’.-fan. 


Wr. < l*y?= 


Vv. n»Ae - 


i Mr. Letter... 


I Mr. Hendon 


I Mr. 



.1.1 

I Mr. r< osen .. 

4 . 

| Ottinn Tamm-— 1 

> Tour Rponj 

. 

| Mr. Tracy. 


| Mis# Gan^y 


i —■ 


&ECOKDED 

& 

INDEXED 


/ '2 0 
-3 ^ <2 


*"7 /- v 

. jj^.; 


1 fcOcRAL BISSAU 0" WlfcwJ \\r ; * 

■. ■• ’ '• 1 .■ k 


(copie# retained in Bu Hie) US. P3»AirK»'tM T ; J,s 
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Kte&oral bureau of Jnuoattgation 

States Siepartmont of Ifuattro 

PEF:MT New York, N. Y. 

January 22, 1940 


Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

RE: AKTORG TRADING CCEP0RATI0N 

Dear Sir: 
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February 3, 1940 


i!EIIOHAKrXJM POR AS' I TANT ATTORBKY GilUUL SOOOB 



I a« tranoaittlrtK hgggglth one photostatic coi 


of 



Thin aaterlal la for the assistance of westers. 


rloyri nett and Hettiy 0*0ormoll of your fd vision. 

Ver-^ truly yours. 


Jol* Kdgar Hoover 
I&rscter 


closure 



































January 12, 1940 



The Honorable 

The Secretary of State 

¥ashington, D. C. 


My dear Mr. Secretary: 

Information has been received to the effect that 
M, Kalinin, President of the Amtorg Trading Corpora¬ 
tion, 26l Fifth Avenue, New York City, directed a letter 
to the TTaterbury Button Company, ITaterbury, Connecticut, 
to obtain authority for two of their engineers, Messrs. G. N. 
Molodzov and A. A. Zacharov to visit their plant. This 
invitation apparently was refused, in view of the fact that 
the Waterbury Button Company was working on a Government contract 
and the officials of the concern viewed this request with some 
suspicion. 

I have also been informed that the Minneapolis 
Honeywell Regulator Company of Minneapolis, Minnesota, re¬ 
ceived a similar letter from the Glavestrom Commission of the 
U.S.S.R., 261 Fifth Avenue, New York City, relative to two of their 
engineers by the names of Malosov and Zacarov, who are apparently 
identical with the two engineers named by the Amtorg Corporation, 
although there appears to be a difference in spelling. 

I am furnishing the above to you as a matter of in¬ 
formation and would appreciate being advised whether you have 
a record of these two engineers being in any way officially 
connected with the Soviet Government, in order that our records 
may be complete. I would also like to be advised whether the 
Amtorg Corporation or the Glavestrom Commission is registered 
with the State Department in accordance with the Act providing 
for the registration of Agents of foreign principals. 

Sincerely yours. 


John Edgar Hoover 
Director 




JFPjESK 


iUSOOUJj&D 


February «|®if4© 




ft««r Adniral Walter S, Anderson 
Director, Havel Intelligence 

Wary Department 

' Washington, 0. a, 

• 

*£. SI#* . - •* 

'jP* 

Wjr dear idairel* 




. ,. v.. 

£ 


X an transmitting herewith for your lnfor**td 
copies of a letter dated January 12, 1940, firm thiejr 
to the State Department and copies of the reply of the 
State Department thereto dated January 24, 1940* 

'*?' 

Copies of the above letters, which are self- 
explanatory, are also being furnished to the Offlee of 
Military intelligence. 

Sincerely yours. 


Enclosures 


John Edgar Hoover 
Director 


Mr. Mslntlre 


Mr. Quinn Tana 


» i 


^ me 
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U, 1940 


Coloaal V* R* 1untr MoGaba 
Am 1b tan t Chief of Staff 
0-3, Hop Doper taent 
Washington, D. C« 


D®ar Colonel MeCabei 

X a* transmitting herewith for yoxar Information 
ooplw of a latter dated January 12, 1940, trm this Rare** 
to tha Stata Depertaaot and copies of tha reply of tha 
State Department thaaots datad Jaaoary 24, 1940* 

Ooplaa of tha above l*ttera, whioh are setf- 
eaplanatory. ara alao being finished to tha Offioa of 


•aval Da 


3in«sar®iy years. 


Joia» JMgar Boevas’ 

mraetor 


Enclosures 


• L K. D 

rts; i 1*940 
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RECORDED COPY FILED IN 5~~ Jc? 75*1 









Department of state, u. 

V 


OFFICIAL. BUSINESS 




The Honorable 

The Attorney General, 
Washington, D. C. 



V' 










85034 Jtcme r 


Qeawander D* 3, Downer • 

Off 5 x 50 cf fiervtl Intelligence Q 

Federal Office Building re* AMTORG THAI,. 

90 Ch-ureh Street ‘ ———~ 

Kew fork, N. Y. 


Uy defer Co^anderi 



Very truly yours. 


P. E. KdOJOiTH 
Special Agent in Charge, 


Enclosure, 
F FtUT 











